Teaching Writing in the Middle School Classroom
Cour se Syllabus

Catalog Description

In today’s middle school writing classroom, thegsgres to achieve state and national standards/arehelming
for students and teachers alike. Many classroomissfeo completely on writing the perfect essay tafun of
writing wanes. In this workshop, participants veilamine two common essay types—informative andupsige—
as they are approached in several non-traditioagbwl o complement these alternative ways of tegdiiese two
essay types, this workshop will also re-examinenttitng process, writing motivation for teacherslastudents,
and formative evaluation methods for writing prag.€The end result of this work is a final lesstamfor an
informative or persuasive essay that utilizes atore approach in its instruction. It is the ovegalal of this
workshop to rekindle motivation and creativity indale school writing instruction to help teachensl students
have some fun on their journey toward the perfesag.

Prerequisites

This is an introductory workshop for teachers, texdbgy specialists, curriculum specialists, proi@sal
development specialists, or other school persofeaticipants are expected to have regular acoessmputers,
and proficiency with email and current web-browsers

Goals

This workshop will enable participants to:

* Understand the classroom implications of several EGtandards pertinent for middle school writing

» Explore new ways to motivate students and teadbessite

e Familiarize themselves with two common middle sdlessay styles--informative and persuasive--and
learn new ways of teaching them

» Examine their own writing processes

* Reuvisit the writing workshop, including pre-, duginand post-writing, through the lens of motivatib
strategies

»  Utilize technology writing resources when approfaia

» Discover evaluation techniques that will promotéing as a continual process

Assessment and Cour se Requirements

This workshop is divided into six one-week sessi@ash of which includes readings, an activity, andnline
discussion among workshop participants. The timedonpleting each session is estimated to be fiivé hours.
Participants are expected to be engaged in coutsétias for approximately 30 hours during the-session course.

Course Products
As a final product, participants will create andrative lesson plan that incorporates the writing eotivational
strategies learned in this workshop to help stuglemite an informative or persuasive essay.

Discussion Participation

Students will be evaluated on the frequency anditgu their discussion board participation. Sémk are
required to post a minimum of two substantial pagieach session, including one that begins a mead and one
that responds to an existing thread. Postingshiagin new threads will be reviewed based on tiedévance,
demonstrated understanding of course concepts,@aarited, and overall quality. Postings thapoesl to other
students will be evaluated on relevance, degreehtoh they extend the discussion, and tone.

Session Overviews

Session One: Introduction to the Standards
In this session, participants will read a positstatement by the NCTE regarding middle school mgiinstruction
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and what it means for teachers. Participants tdhtidentify how these NCTE beliefs and practicesent
themselves in their classroom and compare andasirttrem to their state’s standards.

Session Two: M otivation and Writing Prompts

In this session, participants will learn ways inigthstudents can be motivated to write and why rtiigivation is
essential for writing success. To do this, they @iplore their own writing motivation, examine timg prompt
samples, and think about how to create their owartiédpants will also spend 25 minutes completingeasay that
they will revisit later in the course.

Session Three: The Informative Essay

Narrative writing evokes storytelling and persofealling, persuasive writing evokes passion andatiiity to have
a voice, but what does informative writing evoke?His session, participants will read and/or view lessons on
informative writing that utilize creative approashe this traditional essay. To continually emphashe
importance of the writing process, these lessotfis@iexplored through the active use of pre-wgtiachniques
that help inspire their students to get started.

Session Four: The Persuasive Essay

The persuasive essay is a favorite among teacher&ldle and high school students. It allows teashe use some
stereotypical characteristics of adolescence—naideblism and argument—towards the greater good of
establishing a writing voice and presenting opisioma way that others will clearly understandthis session, the
persuasive essay will be explored in several intieyavays, and to continue the emphasis on wriiragess,
revision will be revisited as a less painful pracs students as well as teachers.

Session Five: Publishing and Formative Evaluation

This session explores the final stage of writing-bl@hing—and its importance for student writergtesfinal
motivating factor. Students have a hard time stagixcited about writing through revisions, so iinagvhat
happens at the assessment stage, when all ohtireiiwork suddenly has to be summed up by a gradhkis
session, participants will learn new ways in whigfting assessment can continue the positive egpee for
teachers and students; how it can increase writiojvation overall; and how collaborative effortr@ng teachers
can improve each individual’s writing workshop sess.

Session Six: Final Project
This session completes the course and will culreiivat final lesson plan on writing in the middladges.

Final Project

For the final project, participants will createegdon plan for a middle school writing assignmeat incorporates
the information learned throughout the course. Wireating this lesson, be creative and innovativee—u
motivational strategies and writing techniques tiratg the fun back into essay writing for thedgnts and
themselves.

Participants will:

1. Download thdinal project template to guide their lesson plans. A detailed lesson anot required, so be sure
to stick to phrases and brief activity descriptionthe template.

2. Decide if the lesson will be for an informatimepersuasive essay—with or without stimulus. Theentify a
form (essay, letter, report, story, or article) amdaudience (teacher, committee, friend, relative)

3. Develop a writing prompt for the lesson usiing prompt they wrote in Session 2 or a new one.

4. Describe the lesson. A detailed lesson plaisequired. The only part of the lesson that &hbe completely
written out is the prompt itself.

5. Share the lesson plan on the discussion board.
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