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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION        

DIVISION OF FISH AND WILDLIFE 

FISH AND GAME COUNCIL 

Game Code 

Black Bear (Ursus americanus) 

2022 Comprehensive Black Bear Management Policy 

Adopted Amendment: N.J.A.C. 7:25-5.6 

Proposed:  December 5, 2022, at 54 N.J.R. 2205(a). 

Adopted: September 6, 2023, by the Fish and Game Council, Frank J. Virgilio, Chair. 

Filed  September 7, 2023, as R.2023 d.119, with non-substantial changes not requiring 

additional public notice and comment (see N.J.A.C. 1:30-6.3).  

Authority: N.J.S.A. 13:1B-23 through 41 and 23:1-1 et seq. 

DEP Docket Number:  09-22-11.  

Effective Date: October 2, 2023. 

Operative Date: October 7, 2023. 

Expiration Date: May 11, 2028. 

 

 The Fish and Game Council (Council) is adopting amendments at N.J.A.C. 7:25-5.6. The 

Council is additionally adopting the 2022 New Jersey Comprehensive Black Bear Management 

Policy (CBBMP), prepared by the Council and approved by the Commissioner of the 

Department of Environmental Protection (“Department” or “NJDEP”).  

The Game Code (“Game Code” or “Code”), N.J.A.C. 7:25-5, states when, under what 
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circumstances, in what locations, by what means, and in what amounts and numbers, game birds, 

game animals, and fur-bearing animals may be pursued, taken, killed, or had in possession. Since 

the early 1900s, the Game Code has provided a system for the protection, propagation, increase, 

control, and conservation of game birds, game animals, and fur-bearing animals in this State, and 

for their use and development for public recreation and food supply. Periodic revision of season 

opening and closing dates, bag limits, and other regulations based on scientific investigation and 

research ensures the greatest likelihood of success in reaching these goals. 

 The CBBMP is a compilation of the Council’s black bear preservation and management 

goals, the various means by which the preservation and management goals may be 

accomplished, and the factors to be considered in determining which means should be 

implemented to achieve those goals. The CBBMP includes several integrated tools to accomplish 

these goals, such as research and monitoring, non-lethal and lethal control of problem bears, 

public education on coexisting with bears, law enforcement to reduce human/bear conflicts, and 

a controlled hunt.  

The proposed amendments and new CBBMP were published in the New Jersey Register 

at 54 N.J.R. 2205(a), on December 5, 2022. The comment period closed February 3, 2023. 

Additional notice was sent by email to the news media maintaining a press office in the State 

House Complex, as well as to a Statewide list of newspapers and news outlets. Notice of the 

proposal and the proposal itself were posted on the Department and the NJDEP Fish and Wildlife 

(Fish & Wildlife) websites and sent out through Department and Fish & Wildlife listservs. 

Additional notice was provided by mailing copies of the notice of proposal, upon request, to 

interested organizations and persons, and also provided by reviewing the proposed amendments 
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and CBBMP at county and State meetings of the New Jersey Federation of Sportsman’s Clubs. 

 This rule adoption can also be viewed or downloaded from the Department’s website at 

http://www.nj.gov/dep/rules. 

 

Summary of Hearing Officer’s Recommendation and Agency’s Response: 

 The Council held a public hearing on January 18, 2023, at the New Jersey State Museum 

Auditorium. Fish & Wildlife’s rule manager for the Game Code, Carole Stanko, was the hearing 

officer. Three Council members were present to hear oral comments. Thirty-three people 

commented at the public hearing.  After review of testimony received at the public hearing and 

public comment submitted during the comment period, the hearing officer recommended 

adoption of the CBBMP and amendments to the Game Code with non-substantial changes, as 

summarized below. The Council accepted the hearing officer’s recommendations and voted to 

adopt the CBBMP and amendments to the Game Code with non-substantial changes. A copy of 

the record of the public hearing is available for Inspection in accordance with applicable law by 

contacting: 

 

Department of Environmental Protection 

Office of Legal Affairs 

ATTN: DEP Docket No. 09-22-11 

401 East State Street 

Mail Code 401-07 

PO Box 402 

http://www.nj.gov/dep/rules
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Trenton, NJ 08625-0402 

 

Summary of Public Comments and Agency Responses:  

 The following 3,637 commenters submitted oral and/or written comments on the 

proposed CBBMP and amendments at N.J.A.C. 7:25-5.6.   

 

  1.                   Abbe, Carolyn  

2.                   Abbott, Wilmer  

3.                   Abdill, John  

4.                   Abeal, Ralph  

5.                   Abone, Sam  

6.                   Abrams, Jeff  

7.                   Abruzzese, Anne  

8.                   Acconzo, Sheri  

9.                   Adam, Erik  

10.                 Adamczyk, Michael   

11.                 Adams, Kevin  

12.                 Adams, MK  

13.                 Adams-Eilers, Elizabeth  

14.                 Addamo, Claudia  

15.                 Adornati, Nicholas  

16.                 Afonso, Dan  



NOTE: THIS IS A COURTESY COPY OF THIS RULE ADOPTION. THE OFFICIAL 

VERSION WILL BE PUBLISHED IN THE OCTOBER 2, 2023 NEW JERSEY REGISTER. 

SHOULD THERE BE ANY DISCREPANCIES BETWEEN THIS TEXT AND THE 

OFFICIAL VERSION OF THE ADOPTION, THE OFFICIAL VERSION WILL GOVERN. 
 

5 
 

17.                 Agos, Dymphna  

18.                 Agrista, Rosemary  

19.                 Ahmed, Ammar  

20.                 Aji, Scott  

21.                 Ajone, Sam  

22.                 Aktay, Mary  

23.                 Alba, Charles  

24.                 Alba, Michael  

25.                 Albano, Jill  

26.                 Albano, Joseph  

27.                 Alberici, Anna  

28.                 Alberti, Adam  

29.                 Albow, Susan  

30.                 Alexander, Alfred  

31.                 Alexander, Alfred  

32.                 Alexander, David  

33.                 Alexander, Michael  

34.                 Algarin, Bonnie  

35.                 Allamand, Carole  

36.                 Allen, Kathleen  

37.                 Allen, Lisa  

38.                 Allington, Joyce  
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39.                 Allmann, Kevin  

40.                 Allonardo, Mark  

41.                 Almeida, Lucy  

42.                 Almeida-Altamirano, Gabriela  

43.                 Aloia, Frank  

44.                 Alonso, Maria  

45.                 Alpaugh, Leslie  

46.                 Alpaugh, Sam  

47.                 Alstrom, Laurie  

48.                 Alter, Chuck  

49.                 Althof, Ben  

50.                 Althouse, Josh  

51.                 Alzate, Claudia  

52.                 Amberger, Michael  

53.                 American Woodcock Society   

54.                 Amico, Michael  

55.                 Amirhosseini, Nushin  

56.                 Amodeo, Danielle  

57.                 Ancmon, M.  

58.                 Andersen, Jeffrey  

59.                 Andersen, Martin  

60.                 Anderson, Beverly  
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61.                 Anderson, David  

62.                 Anderson, Estelle  

63.                 Anderson, Hank  

64.                 Anderson, Jessica  

65.                 Anderson, Megan  

66.                 Anderson, Mike  

67.                 Anderson, Scott  

68.                 Andretta, Janeen  

69.                 Andretta, Janeen  

70.                 Andrews, Marguerite  

71.                 Andriani, James  

72.                 Anello, Trish  

73.                 Angeli, Carolyn  

74.                 Angulo, Kassandra  

75.                 Animal Protection League of NJ   

76.                 Anonymous, Anonymous  

77.                 Anonymous,   

78.                 Anonymous,   

79.                 Ansari, Marie  

80.                 Anthony, Mary Jean  

81.                 Antman, Pat  

82.                 Antonuccio, Romeo  
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83.                 Apadula, Victoria 

84.                 Appel, Kurt  

85.                 Appelbaum, Susan  

86.                 Aquilino, Vincent  

87.                 Aquilino, Yolanda  

88.                 Aquino, Daniel  

89.                 Aquino, Jill  

90.                 Archon, Michael  

91.                 Arena, Eileen  

92.                 Argueta, Arianna  

93.                 Arias, Mona  

94.                 Arkema, Carroll  

95.                 Arkin, Lisa  

96.                 Armin, Karen  

97.                 Armstrong, Kenneth   

98.                 Armstrong, Michelle  

99.                 Arnone, Ruth  

100.               Arpa, Claire  

101.               Arroyo, Agustin  

102.               Arsons, Georgean  

103.               Artigliere, Leonard  

104.               Arton, Patricia  
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105.               Artymyshyn, Renee  

106.               Artzt, Alice  

107.               Arvind, Kumar  

108.               Asaro, Chris  

109.               Ascione Lohman, Lenore  

110.               Ashe, Marianne  

111.               Ashley, Rick  

112.               Ashton, David  

113.               Ashton, Debra  

114.               Assael, Amy   

115.               Augello, Chuck  

116.               Aughey, Arlene  

117.               Auletta, Sarah  

118.               Aversa, Michael  

119.               Avery, Joan  

120.               Awad, David  

121.               Ayala, Ana  

122.               Ayres, Patricia  

123.               B., Michele  

124.               Babicki, Laurie  

125.               Bachinsky, David  

126.               Bacilo, Justin  
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127.               Bagchi, Sumita  

128.               Bailey Jr., Timothy  

129.               Bailey, Lynn  

130.               Baily, Carol  

131.               Bain, Renee  

132.               Baird, John  

133.               Baitinger, Heidi  

134.               Bajrakari, Kliff  

135.               Bakalian, Kellie  

136.               Baldwin, Linda  

137.               Ball, Jerry  

138.               Ball, Larry  

139.               Ball, Shirley  

140.               Balletta, Amy  

141.               Balmer, Carole  

142.               Balogh, Michael  

143.               Banas, Richard  

144.               Baneky, Darlene  

145.               Bannon, Kevin  

146.               Banwell, Elizabeth  

147.               Banwell, Thomas  

148.               Baratta, Eric  
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149.               Barbary, Sherrill   

150.               Barber, Dawn  

151.               Barbolt, Kristie  

152.               Barg, James  

153.               Barker, Diane  

154.               Barkza, Larry  

155.               Barnaby, Tim  

156.               Barnhart, Terence  

157.               Baron, Jennifer  

158.               Barone, Robert  

159.               Barricella, Sophia  

160.               Barron, Jason  

161.               Barron, Jennifer  

162.               Barry, Diane  

163.               Barry, Joseph  

164.               Barthold, Aaron  

165.               Bartnicki, Joseph  

166.               Barton, Erik  

167.               Bassat, Candace  

168.               Batiller, Amber  

169.               Batkay, William  

170.               Batson, Annette  
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171.               Batten, Zane  

172.               Bauer, Conor  

173.               Baxter, Joan  

174.               Beadling, Lynn  

175.               Bearce-Lopez, Pamela  

176.               Beatrice, Dorothy  

177.               Beatty, George  

178.               Beaver, Sam   

179.               Beck, John  

180.               Becker, Renee  

181.               Beckmeyer Jr., Glenn  

182.               Beckmeyer, Sydney   

183.               Beebe, Clark  

184.               Beetel, Kevin  

185.               Behm, Doug  

186.               Behm, Douglas  

187.               Behul, Mike   

188.               Beiler, Daniel  

189.               Beitz, Bobbie  

190.               Belcastro, Rose  

191.               Belcher, Kevin   

192.               Belflower, Joselynn  
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193.               Belgiorno, Laura  

194.               Belgiovine, Giovanni  

195.               Bell, Jeremy   

196.               Bell, John  

197.               Bell, Peter  

198.               Bell, Zackary  

199.               Bellias, Sandy  

200.               Beltrone Jr., Michael   

201.               Bendar, Barry  

202.               Benedetto, Vito  

203.               Benko, James  

204.               Benner, Lynn  

205.               Bennett, Andrew  

206.               Bennett, Cory  

207.               Benning, Thomas  

208.               Benvenuto, Debbie  

209.               Bercovici, Elizabeth  

210.               Bergamo, Nicholas  

211.               Bergens, Ty  

212.               Berger, Nicholas  

213.               Berghuis, Roy  

214.               Berman, Karen  
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215.               Berman, Siegrid  

216.               Bernardini, Robert   

217.               Bernaza, Carlos  

218.               Bernhard, Thomas  

219.               Bernhardt, Caleope  

220.               Bernhardt, Martin  

221.               Berniker, Beth  

222.               Bertie, Pat  

223.               Bertone, Edward  

224.               Bertone, Paula  

225.               Bertram, Dave  

226.               Best, Carolyn  

227.               Betar, Bill  

228.               Betar, Susan  

229.               Bethon, Russell  

230.               Beversluis, Kevin  

231.               Beyer, Al  

232.               Bhalla, Rehka Vohra  

233.               Bharucha, Behram  

234.               Bianchi, Deborah  

235.               Bianco, Victor  

236.               Bias, Daniel  
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237.               Biddle, Gail  

238.               Biedricki, Ed  

239.               Biegel, John  

240.               Bigler, Jason  

241.               Bilicki, Walter  

242.               Billich, Thomas  

243.               Binelli, Derek  

244.               Biondo, Vincent  

245.               Bird, Wayne  

246.               Biscieglia, Tara  

247.               Bishop, Cori  

248.               Bittiger, Travis   

249.               Bivona, Charles  

250.               Bizub, Joseph    

251.               Bjorling, Debra  

252.               Black, Mike  

253.               Blanchard, Thomas  

254.               Blaney, Dave  

255.               Blasé, Teresa  

256.               Bleiler, Lou  

257.               Blewett, Michael   

258.               Blohm, Leslie  
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259.               Blum, Harriet  

260.               Boardman, William   

261.               Boback, Andrea  

262.               Bobick, Jake  

263.               Bockbrader, Kurt  

264.               Bocquet, Caroline  

265.               Boden, Brian  

266.               Boehler, Alfred  

267.               Boehm Jr., John  

268.               Boeren, John  

269.               Boerum, Christopher  

270.               Bogart, Steven  

271.               Boggiano, Maria  

272.               Bohacz, Ray  

273.               Boice, Ruth  

274.               Bolcar, Paul  

275.               Bolge, Louise  

276.               Bollinger, Allen  

277.               Bomarito, MaryAnn  

278.               Bomberger, Laura  

279.               Bonadio II, Joseph  

280.               Bonanno, Diane  
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281.               Bonette, Stacey  

282.               Bonetti, Emilio  

283.               Bonney, Brenda  

284.               Bookhamer, Joshua, Safari Club International  

285.               Books, Jane  

286.               Books, Jennifer  

287.               Books, Judy  

288.               Borajkiewicz, Jeffrey  

289.               Borbon, Joyce  

290.               Border, Bill  

291.               Borek, Dave  

292.               Borges, Nelson  

293.               Borrero, Danny  

294.               Borshard, Larry   

295.               Borshard, Laurie  

296.               Borz, Adam  

297.               Boselli, Rita  

298.               Bosiers, Ken  

299.               Bott, Jason  

300.               Bott, Walter  

301.               Bottari, Alicia  

302.               Botteon, Ernesto  
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303.               Botteon, Mary  

304.               Bottge, Matt  

305.               Bottone, Clement  

306.               Bouek, Jennifer  

307.               Boulanger, Lisa  

308.               Bourke Patterson, Nancy  

309.               Bourke, Edward  

310.               Bourke, Laura  

311.               Bourlotos, George  

312.               Bowbliss, John  

313.               Bowden, Robert  

314.               Bowman, Michael  

315.               Boze, Douglas  

316.               Bozic, Ivan   

317.               Bradbury, Jeanne  

318.               Bradford, Nancy  

319.               Brady, Martin  

320.               Brady, Michael  

321.               Brady, Sandy   

322.               Bragg, Sherry  

323.               Brandes, Michael  

324.               Branham, Troy  
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325.               Brannigan, Rory  

326.               Braslow, Alan  

327.               Brath, Brandon  

328.               Braude, Marcie  

329.               Breen, Daniel  

330.               Breen, Gail  

331.               Breitweiser, Charles   

332.               Brennan, Bill  

333.               Brennan, Bonnie  

334.               Brennan, Joni  

335.               Brennan, Mattew  

336.               Brennan, Matthew  

337.               Brenner, Jared  

338.               Breny, Karen  

339.               Bresler, Geraldine  

340.               Breslove, Nicholas  

341.               Brewer, Anna  

342.               Brigandi, Joseph  

343.               Bright, David  

344.               Brincka, Frank  

345.               Briscese, Ann  

346.               Briscoe, Curt  
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347.               Britt, Michael  

348.               Brooks, Judy  

349.               Brooks, Leslie  

350.               Brounce, Jason   

351.               Brown, Andrew  

352.               Brown, Carolyn  

353.               Brown, Casey  

354.               Brown, Matthew  

355.               Brown, Myrtle  

356.               Brown, Russell   

357.               Bruc, Elain  

358.               Brucker, Barbara  

359.               Bruess, Laura  

360.               Brugger, Richard  

361.               Brummell, J.  

362.               Brunjes, Robert  

363.               Bruno, Marisa  

364.               Brunswick, Candance  

365.               Bubnick, Richard, Fin Fur & Feather Club 

366.               Buchanan, Linda  

367.               Bucher, Linda  

368.               Buckley, Karen  
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369.               Bucquet, Borden  

370.               Bucquet, Caroline  

371.               Bucquet, Caroline  

372.               Bucquet, Jean  

373.               Bucquet, Klara  

374.               Budd, Randal  

375.               Budin, Stephanie  

376.               Buel, Ernie  

377.               Buist, Pete  

378.               Bulleit, Hallie  

379.               Bulson, Richard  

380.               Bunk, Eric  

381.               Burdziak, Lisa  

382.               Burgess, Russell  

383.               Burgos, John   

384.               Burgstahler, Allen  

385.               Burgstahler, Fred  

386.               Burkat, Sheri  

387.               Burke, Barbara   

388.               Burke, Forest   

389.               Burke, Joe  

390.               Burke, Michael  
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391.               Burkey, Julie  

392.               Burkhardt Jr., Robert A.  

393.               Burnett, Erin  

394.               Burnette, James  

395.               Burnley, Charles  

396.               Burns, Beth   

397.               Burns, Cheryl  

398.               Burns, Christy  

399.               Burns, Debra  

400.               Burns, Frank  

401.               Burns, Peter  

402.               Burr, Aaliyah  

403.               Burrini, Jesse  

404.               Burszan, David  

405.               Burton, Benjamin  

406.               Bush, Mike  

407.               Bush, Wayne  

408.               Busz, Daniel  

409.               Butler, Gavin   

410.               Butsch, Richard  

411.               Butt Jr., Kenneth, New Jersey Outdoor Alliance 

412.               Butto, Eric  
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413.               Byers-Novellano, Julia  

414.               Cabonilas, KC  

415.               Cacciapalle, Joseph  

416.               Caddeo, Samuel  

417.               Cahill, Eugene  

418.               Caiano, Aurora  

419.               Caiano, Cilocas  

420.               Caiano, Rutocas  

421.               Calabrese, Julian  

422.               Calabrese, Julieann  

423.               Caldwell, Constance  

424.               Calhoun, Jamie  

425.               Calicchio, Lisa   

426.               Callahan, Daniel  

427.               Callahan, Gerard   

428.               Callahan, Sharon  

429.               Callas, Peter  

430.               Caltabellatta, James   

431.               Calvello, Debera  

432.               Calvello, Debra  

433.               Cama Jr., Vincent  

434.               Camac-Vittorio, Linda  
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435.               Cambouris, Jeanne  

436.               Camp, Frank  

437.               Campbell, Boyd  

438.               Campillay, Jennifer  

439.               Cannavo, Alex   

440.               Canright, Amy  

441.               Canright, Mark  

442.               Canright, Rebecca  

443.               Canup, Jason  

444.               Capalbo, Donna  

445.               Capella, Peter  

446.               Capone, Sharon  

447.               Caporale, John  

448.               Capote, Gabiella  

449.               Capp, Joseph  

450.               Cappello, Denise  

451.               Cappiello, Michael, New Jersey Fur Harvesters 

452.               Capuano, Peter  

453.               Caputo, Renee  

454.               Caramela, Nicholas  

455.               Caramela, Samuel  

456.               Caravela, Elena  
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457.               Carbone, Matthew  

458.               Carbone, Matthew   

459.               Cardella, Daniel  

460.               Cardillo, Roger  

461.               Cardinal, Christofer   

462.               Cardon, Lisa  

463.               Cardoso, Ana  

464.               Carey, Chris  

465.               Carey, Jeanine  

466.               Carman, Joseph  

467.               Carman, Michele  

468.               Carnesale, Michael, NJ Outdoor Alliance 

469.               Carrollo, Thomas  

470.               Carsey, Jake  

471.               Carson, Ryan  

472.               Carstensen, Sandra  

473.               Carter, Allen, New Jersey Farm Bureau, President 

474.               Carter, Anna  

475.               Carter, Austin  

476.               Carter, Janice  

477.               Carter, Landan  

478.               Carter, Rebekah  
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479.               Cartier, Edward  

480.               Carty, Maureen  

481.               Caruso, James  

482.               Caruso, Robert  

483.               Caruso, Shari  

484.               Casaburi, Daniel   

485.               Casale, Johanna  

486.               Cascini, Michael  

487.               Case, Catherine   

488.               Case, Robert   

489.               Case, Sam  

490.               Cassano, Kim  

491.               Cassidy, Andrea  

492.               Casta Eda, Lucia  

493.               Castaldo, Vincent  

494.               Castellano, Mark  

495.               Castelli, Paul  

496.               Castelonia, Kyle  

497.               Castillo, Rodolfo  

498.               Castine, Patricia  

499.               Castronovo, Vicky  

500.               Cataline, Michael  



NOTE: THIS IS A COURTESY COPY OF THIS RULE ADOPTION. THE OFFICIAL 

VERSION WILL BE PUBLISHED IN THE OCTOBER 2, 2023 NEW JERSEY REGISTER. 

SHOULD THERE BE ANY DISCREPANCIES BETWEEN THIS TEXT AND THE 

OFFICIAL VERSION OF THE ADOPTION, THE OFFICIAL VERSION WILL GOVERN. 
 

27 
 

501.               Catani, John  

502.               Catani, Joseph  

503.               Catani, Nicholas   

504.               Catani, Nick  

505.               Catania, Paul  

506.               Catlin, Lisa  

507.               Caudle, John, Garden State Gun Club 

508.               Caudle, Travis  

509.               Cebrynski, Barbara  

510.               Cecilia, Maria  

511.               Cedola, Nicholas   

512.               Celentano, John  

513.               Celli, Daniel  

514.               Cerceo, Elizabeth  

515.               Cerino, Angela  

516.               Cervino, Barbara  

517.               Cesarano, David, New Jersey State Federation of Sportsmen's Clubs, Salem 

County 

518.               Cesareo, Carol  

519.               Cetrola, Maria  

520.               Chamberlain, April   

521.               Chamberlain, Eric  
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522.               Chamberlain, Matt  

523.               Chamberlain, Robert   

524.               Chambon, Jeanne  

525.               Chang, Spencer  

526.               Chansky, Lisa  

527.               Charette, Karen  

528.               Charles, Dorian  

529.               Charron, Stephen  

530.               Chartoff, Marvin  

531.               Chatette, Karen  

532.               Chech, Christopher  

533.               Cheesman, Daniel  

534.               Chellappa, Ramya  

535.               Chellew, Jack  

536.               Chen, Dongqing  

537.               Chenail, Michael  

538.               Cherasia, Peter  

539.               Cherry, Naszir  

540.               Chesterton, Rita  

541.               Chiafullo, Nicole  

542.               Chiaravalloti, Nick  

543.               Chiparo, Vittorio  
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544.               Chirip, Andy  

545.               Chirip, James  

546.               Chobin, Nichole  

547.               Chomanic, Zdenko   

548.               Chomiak, Stephanie  

549.               Chorpita, Fred  

550.               Christie, Kathleen  

551.               Christmann, Brian  

552.               Chronister, Deborah  

553.               Chrysam, Michael  

554.               Chwiej, Carl  

555.               Ciavola, Paul  

556.               Cieloszczyk, Maja  

557.               Cieslik, Matthew  

558.               Cifarelli, Corinne  

559.               Cifelli, Joseph  

560.               Cilurso, Michelle   

561.               Cimino, Patricia  

562.               Cini, Robert  

563.               Ciotta, James  

564.               Circelli, Adriano  

565.               Cirella, Anthony   
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566.               Cirelli, Evan  

567.               Ciresa, Denise  

568.               Ciszkiewicz, Beata  

569.               Clackwortjy, William  

570.               Clagett, John  

571.               Clancy, Kathryn  

572.               Clark, CD  

573.               Clark, Charles  

574.               Clark, Douglas  

575.               Clark, Kim  

576.               Clarke, Christopher  

577.               Clay, Lisa  

578.               Clemente, Michele  

579.               Cloud, Michael  

580.               Clubb, Mary  

581.               Coari, Christine  

582.               Coari, Christtine  

583.               Codignotto, Stephen  

584.               Coefer, Michael  

585.               Coffey, Marianne  

586.               Coger, Madison  

587.               Cohen, Amanda  
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588.               Cohen, Dawn  

589.               Cohen, Jonathan  

590.               Cohen, Karen  

591.               Cohen, Larry  

592.               Cohen, Leslie  

593.               Coker, Asli  

594.               Colatrella, Ralph  

595.               Cole, Kevin  

596.               Cole, Susan  

597.               Collins, Geraldine  

598.               Collins, John  

599.               Collins, Michael  

600.               Collins, Rachel  

601.               Collinson, Andrew  

602.               Colombo, Leo  

603.               Colon, Sheila  

604.               Colucci, John  

605.               Colucci, Refika  

606.               Columbo, Joseph  

607.               Comer, Kathleen  

608.               Comerford, Jim  

609.               Condon, Carmen  
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610.               Congleton, Russell  

611.               Connelly, Julia  

612.               Connelly, Patricia  

613.               Connolly, Catherine  

614.               Conover, Barbara   

615.               Contaldi, John  

616.               Contrada, Stephanie  

617.               Contreras, Christopher  

618.               Convery, John  

619.               Conway, Krystina  

620.               Conway, Perry  

621.               Cook, David  

622.               Cook, Harry  

623.               Cook, James   

624.               Cooke, Melissa  

625.               Coomber, Annette  

626.               Cooper, Janice  

627.               Cooper, Ruth  

628.               Cooper, Tina  

629.               Cop, Brian  

630.               Coppola, Alfonse  

631.               Coppola, Anthony   
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632.               Coppola, Cindy  

633.               Corbato, Francisco   

634.               Corboy, Carrie  

635.               Corby, Donna  

636.               Corby, Frank  

637.               Cordero, Frank  

638.               Corforte, Henry  

639.               Corforte, Joseph  

640.               Corigliano, Ann  

641.               Corr, MaryAnn  

642.               Correia, Cecilia  

643.               Correia, M. Cecilia  

644.               Correia, M. Cecilia  

645.               Correia, M. Rute  

646.               Correia, Ruth  

647.               Corrigan, Kenneth  

648.               Cortale, Bethany  

649.               Cosentino, Kathleen  

650.               Costa, Armindo  

651.               Costa, Michael  

652.               Costanza, Drew  

653.               Costello, Brendan   
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654.               Costello, Eva  

655.               Costello, Kevin  

656.               Costine, Scott  

657.               Cotaco, Joseph  

658.               Cottrell, Robert  

659.               Cowan, Clayton  

660.               Cowden, Brian  

661.               Cox, Holly  

662.               Cox, Matthew  

663.               Cox, Raymond  

664.               Coyle, Manuela  

665.               Coyle, Manuela  

666.               Coyle, Nora  

667.               Coyne, John  

668.               Cracchiolo, Clara  

669.               Craig, Brian  

670.               Crain, William  

671.               Cramer, Emily  

672.               Crane, Kyle  

673.               Cranmer, Julia  

674.               Cranmer, Julia  

675.               Cranmer, Julia  
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676.               Crawley, Robert  

677.               Crawn, Austin  

678.               Crean, Jeremiah  

679.               Crecco, Peter  

680.               Cresap, Michael  

681.               Crescas, Colette  

682.               Crescione, Linda  

683.               Crimmins, Laura  

684.               Criollo, Dijean  

685.               Crocco, Frances  

686.               Crofcheck, Gary  

687.               Croizier, Teresa  

688.               Crolle, Cheryl  

689.               Cron, Richard  

690.               Cronk, Anita  

691.               Cronk, Hunter  

692.               Crosby, Christian  

693.               Crossway, Robert  

694.               Crowe-Logan, Joye  

695.               Crowley, Leah  

696.               Cruse, Sandra  

697.               Cruz Harris, Nayda  
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698.               Cseh, Charles  

699.               Cucchiaro, Joseph P.  

700.               Cuccia, John  

701.               Culman, Shirley  

702.               Culmone, Samuel  

703.               Cundari, Joe  

704.               Cunniff, James  

705.               Cunningham, Brian  

706.               Cunningham, Nancy  

707.               Curci, Debra  

708.               Curiale, Ruth  

709.               Curley, Rick  

710.               Curran, Ryan  

711.               Currier, Bechi  

712.               Curry, Suzanne  

713.               Curtis, Dan  

714.               Cusano, Joseph  

715.               Cusano, Joseph  

716.               Cutarelli, Aaron  

717.               Cutarelli, Tim  

718.               Cutler, G.  

719.               Cutler, S.  
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720.               Cuttler, Elaine  

721.               Czarnecki, David   

722.               Czarnecki, Davis  

723.               Czepizak, Eileen  

724.               Czerwinski, Andrew  

725.               Czupryna, Justin  

726.               Czurczak, David  

727.               D Isidoro, Karen  

728.               D., Christina  

729.               Dabroski, Joseph  

730.               Daddario, Judy  

731.               Daddona, Charlie  

732.               Dafonseca, Elaine  

733.               D'Alessandro, Mary Ann  

734.               Dallas Safari Club Northeast,   

735.               Dallas Safari Club,   

736.               Dallas, Robert  

737.               Daloia, Dana  

738.               D'Aloia, Matthew  

739.               D'Aloia, Paul  

740.               Daly, James  

741.               D'Amico, Paul  
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742.               D'Amico, Teresa  

743.               Dangola, Caroline  

744.               Danku, Dennis  

745.               D'Anna, Marie  

746.               Danner, Nina  

747.               Dano, Al  

748.               Danz, Heather  

749.               Danza, Edward  

750.               Dara, Frank  

751.               D'Arduini, Laryssa  

752.               Dargay, Hunter  

753.               Darrar, Andrea  

754.               Dave, Raj  

755.               Davenport, Kelly  

756.               David, Nancy  

757.               Davidson, Jane  

758.               Davino, Joseph   

759.               Davis, Carol  

760.               Davis, Eric  

761.               Davis, Keith   

762.               Davis, Mark  

763.               Davis, Peter  
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764.               Davis, William  

765.               Davis, William  

766.               Day, Sean  

767.               De Bolt, Robert  

768.               De Filippo, John   

769.               De Heus, Cerelda  

770.               De Jesus, Manuel   

771.               De La Cruz, Edspn  

772.               De Lia, Ralph  

773.               De Marco, Gary  

774.               De Menna, Stafany  

775.               De Stefano, Ron  

776.               De Stephano, Jim  

777.               De Vos, Ronald  

778.               Dean, Rich  

779.               DeAngeles, John  

780.               DeAngeles, Karen  

781.               DeAngelis, Tyler  

782.               DeAnnuntis, Steve  

783.               Decie, Kevin  

784.               Decroce, Vincent   

785.               Defreese, Charles   
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786.               Degraff, Ron  

787.               Degree, Dagmar  

788.               Deintinis, Anthony  

789.               DeJesus, Paul  

790.               Del Russo, Greg  

791.               Del Sontro, David  

792.               Del Sontro, Nick  

793.               DeLeo, Randy  

794.               Delibegovic, Mirza  

795.               Dellaventura, Thomas   

796.               DelRusso, Chris  

797.               DelRusso, Christopher  

798.               DelRusso, Matt  

799.               Delsontro, Daniel  

800.               Delta Waterfowl,   

801.               DeLucia, Gennaro  

802.               DeMarco, Adele  

803.               DeMarco, Adele  

804.               DeMarco, Frank  

805.               DeMarco, Michael  

806.               DeMarco, Sharon  

807.               DeMatteo, Kenneth   
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808.               Demercurio, Dustin  

809.               Demmin, Richard  

810.               DeMola, Steven  

811.               Demonget, Sylvestre  

812.               DeNaples, James  

813.               Denistran, Michael  

814.               DePalma, Pete  

815.               DePalma, Susan  

816.               Depiano, Matt  

817.               DePompe, Michael  

818.               DePrizio, Mark  

819.               DeRespiris, Christina  

820.               Derieux, Steven  

821.               Deronse, Timothy  

822.               DeRosa, Joseph  

823.               DeSalvatore, Duane  

824.               DeSantis, Alex  

825.               Desantis, Dena  

826.               DeSimons-Jewell, Jennifer  

827.               DeSocio, Richard  

828.               Desocio, Robert  

829.               DeStefano, Alfred  
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830.               DeStefano, Elizabeth  

831.               Detore, Renee  

832.               DeTorres, Cody  

833.               Deuel, Frantz  

834.               Devaris, Helena  

835.               DeVine, Raymond   

836.               Devore, Gary  

837.               DeVoto, Anthony  

838.               DeWald, Joanne  

839.               Dewar, Jack  

840.               Dhein, Steven  

841.               Di Filippo, Amanda  

842.               Di Filippo, Matthew  

843.               Di Iorio, JC  

844.               Di Iorio, Ralph  

845.               Diakogiannakis, Lynn  

846.               Diamond, David  

847.               Diana, Angelo  

848.               Diana, Mark  

849.               Dias, Hortense  

850.               DIBella, Mark  

851.               DiCesare, Erin  
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852.               Dickman, Robert   

853.               Didick, Barbara  

854.               DiDonato, Frank  

855.               Diehl, Brian  

856.               Diehl, Roy  

857.               DiGiacopo, Devin  

858.               Dignardi, Eileen  

859.               DiLeo, Carmine  

860.               DiLeo, Mark   

861.               DiMeglio, Stefanie  

862.               Dimeo, Rocco  

863.               Dimitrakakis, George  

864.               Dingfeld, Samantha  

865.               Dinoto, Erika  

866.               Dinoto, Michael  

867.               Dinoto, Michael  

868.               Diomede, James V.  

869.               Diorio, Diane  

870.               Dipierro, Sandra  

871.               Dippel, Edward  

872.               Diprimeo, Nick  

873.               Discenza, Regina  
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874.               Discepola, Louis  

875.               D'Isidoro, Karen  

876.               Disko, Joseph  

877.               Diss, Marybeth  

878.               Ditmars, Carly  

879.               Ditmars, Linda  

880.               DiTullio, Theresa  

881.               Dix, Thomas  

882.               Dobo, Eric  

883.               Docherty, Victor  

884.               Dodds, Kathryn  

885.               Doebley, Gene  

886.               Dohanic, Jeff  

887.               Dolch, Brian  

888.               Domanow, John  

889.               Dombrowski, Lee  

890.               Domschot, Monica  

891.               Don, Marvel  

892.               Donaghy, Brian  

893.               Donahue, Robert  

894.               Donato, Anne  

895.               Donato, Lynne  
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896.               Dondero, Robert D.  

897.               Donnelly, C. Kenneth  

898.               Donnelly, Charles  

899.               Donnelly, Ed  

900.               Donnelly, Michael   

901.               Donner, Christopher   

902.               Doran, Darren   

903.               Dorchak, Lillian  

904.               Dougan, Sarah  

905.               Douglas, Jeff  

906.               Doulis, Christine  

907.               Dowd, Riley  

908.               Dowell, Louise  

909.               Downey, James  

910.               Downing, Hilary  

911.               Doyle, Matthew   

912.               Doyle, Scott  

913.               Doyle, T.  

914.               Doyle, Tara  

915.               Drach, Cheryl  

916.               Dreher, Kevin   

917.               Dreschler, Nancy  
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918.               Drew, Howard  

919.               Drew, Katherine  

920.               Driggins, Christopher  

921.               Drocea, Claudia  

922.               Drummond, William  

923.               Duby III, William  

924.               Duby, Danielle  

925.               Duby, Deborah  

926.               Duby, Gloria  

927.               Duby, William  

928.               Ducote, Jacqueline  

929.               Duda, Izabela  

930.               Duffau, Diana  

931.               Duffy, Joseph  

932.               Duggan, Richard  

933.               Duigon, Pat  

934.               Duigon, Patricia  

935.               Duimstra, Thomas  

936.               Dumont, Gary  

937.               Dumont, Gerry  

938.               Dumpert, Michael  

939.               Dunn, Gary  
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940.               Dunn, Jane  

941.               Dunn, John  

942.               Dunne, Ken  

943.               Dunne, Miriam  

944.               Duque, Mauricio  

945.               Duran, Janet  

946.               Durski, Robert  

947.               Dykeman, John  

948.               Dykstra, John  

949.               Dynega, Darlene  

950.               Dziadul, Teresa  

951.               Dzugan, Bill  

952.               Eagan, Elizabeth  

953.               Eaton, Tim  

954.               Eckloff, Donald  

955.               Eckstein, Susan  

956.               Edelman, Alysha  

957.               Edmonds, Daniel   

958.               Edwards, David  

959.               Efimova, Valeriya  

960.               Efron, Debbie  

961.               Egan, Jane  
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962.               Egbert, Robin  

963.               Egbert-Kohere, Robin  

964.               Ehrlich, Nancy  

965.               Ellison, Ronald TANJ 

966.               Eloe, Edward   

967.               Elsharkawy, Mohamed  

968.               Elson, Lynne  

969.               Elston, David   

970.               Emerick, Nancy  

971.               Emire-Nieves, Katherine  

972.               Engelsman, Ed  

973.               Engelsman, Heather  

974.               England, Scott   

975.               English, Bruce A.  

976.               Enright, Karen  

977.               Entwistle, Leslie  

978.               Epp, Regina  

979.               Ericksen, Robert  

980.               Eriksen, Jonathan  

981.               Eriksen, Robert  

982.               Eriksen, Susan  
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983.               Erikson, Robert, Carnivore Coexistence Lab at University of Wisconsin-

Madison 

984.               Erli, Andrew  

985.               Erndl, John  

986.               Erndl, John, United Bowhunters of NJ, President  

987.               Ernenwein, Sara  

988.               Ernst, Sharon  

989.               Errickson, Christopher   

990.               Eskow, Kevin, NJ Trappers Association  

991.               Esposito, Dave  

992.               Esposito, Tina  

993.               Eurick, Fred  

994.               Evans, Micahel W.  

995.               Evans, Nancy  

996.               Everard, Walter  

997.               Every, Nancy  

998.               Ewan, Scott  

999.               F., Angie  

1,000.             Faber, Lala  

1,001.             Fair, Debra   

1,002.             Fairbanks, Marshall  

1,003.             Falconio, John  
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1,004.             Falkenberg, Medora  

1,005.             Falkinburg, Chris  

1,006.             Falkowitz, Daniel  

1,007.             Falkowitz, Nicole  

1,008.             Falkowski, Stephanie  

1,009.             Fall, Fred  

1,010.             Fallon, Rick  

1,011.             Fama, Christian  

1,012.             Fandry, Rhonda  

1,013.             Fanning, Alyssa  

1,014.             Fanning, Ed  

1,015.             Fanning, Emma  

1,016.             Fanning, Sue  

1,017.             Fanning, Susan  

1,018.             Faraone, Elizabeth  

1,019.             Farer, Leslie  

1,020.             Farina, Patricia  

1,021.             Farinas, Manuel  

1,022.             Farinas, Manuel  

1,023.             Farley, Hugh  

1,024.             Farmer, Allison  

1,025.             Farmer, Angie  
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1,026.             Farrell, Maryann  

1,027.             Faulkner, Deb   

1,028.             Faunce, Sherrill  

1,029.             Fazio, Francesca  

1,030.             Fazzini, Justine  

1,031.             Feinstein, Gary  

1,032.             Feld, Ellen  

1,033.             Felice, Patricia  

1,034.             Feller, Zach  

1,035.             Fendrich-Turner, Katy  

1,036.             Fenelli Jr, Joseph  

1,037.             Fenelli, Mary  

1,038.             Fennelly, Joseph  

1,039.             Fenster, Steven  

1,040.             Ferguson, Kim  

1,041.             Ferguson, Ronald  

1,042.             Ferioli, Susan  

1,043.             Fernandez, Marta  

1,044.             Fernstrom, Elise  

1,045.             Ferrante, Carmen  

1,046.             Ferrante, Carmen  

1,047.             Ferrara, Franklin  
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1,048.             Ferrara, Robert  

1,049.             Ferraro, Diane  

1,050.             Ferreiro, Carlos  

1,051.             Ferrero, Laurie  

1,052.             Ferrie, Erika  

1,053.             Fessenbecker, Rachel  

1,054.             Fetch, Elena Marie  

1,055.             Fetherman, LeRoy   

1,056.             Fetics, Steven  

1,057.             Fibraio, Paul  

1,058.             Ficara, Suzanne  

1,059.             Fichtenbaum, Gary   

1,060.             Fields, Barbara  

1,061.             Figueroa, Nicole  

1,062.             Figueroa, Ramon  

1,063.             Fink, Fred  

1,064.             Finman, Stephanie  

1,065.             Finn, Lucia  

1,066.             Finzel, Ute  

1,067.             Fiore, Allen  

1,068.             Fischer, Max  

1,069.             Fisher, Kyle   
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1,070.             Fisher, Laura  

1,071.             Fisher, Tim  

1,072.             Fisler, Chris  

1,073.             Fitzgerald, John  

1,074.             Fitzpatrick, Kate  

1,075.             Fitzsimmons, Robert   

1,076.             Fitzsimmons, Stephen  

1,077.             Flanagan, Sean  

1,078.             Flanzraich, Paula  

1,079.             Fleming, Nancy  

1,080.             Fletcher, Lucian   

1,081.             Flint, Nancy  

1,082.             Floeck, Brian  

1,083.             Florek, Casey  

1,084.             Florek, Patricia   

1,085.             Flory, Evelyn  

1,086.             Floyd, James  

1,087.             Floyd, James  

1,088.             Fol-Okamoto, M.  

1,089.             Fonken, Miryam  

1,090.             Fonseca, Pablo A  

1,091.             Fontana, Anthony   
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1,092.             Fontanez, Matthew  

1,093.             Ford, John   

1,094.             Foreman, Angie  

1,095.             Foreman, Lindy  

1,096.             Forestiere, Jim  

1,097.             Forino, Peter  

1,098.             Forlenza, Maxwell  

1,099.             Forlenza, Sam  

1,100.             Foster, Tracy  

1,101.             Fournier, Eric  

1,102.             Fox II, Robert  

1,103.             Fox, Pat  

1,104.             Fox, Sarah  

1,105.             Foy, Lisa  

1,106.             Foyle, Alaina  

1,107.             Fragale, Alison  

1,108.             Franciotti, Carol  

1,109.             Francis, Eugene  

1,110.             Francis, Tierre  

1,111.             Franco, Mary  

1,112.             Franek, Michael  

1,113.             Frank, Elissa, The Humane Society, NJ State Director 
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1,114.             Frank, Linda  

1,115.             Frankel, Leonard  

1,116.             Frankel, Robert  

1,117.             Franklin, George  

1,118.             Franz, Andrea  

1,119.             Franz, Gerhard  

1,120.             Freckleton, David  

1,121.             Fredericks, Janice  

1,122.             Freedman, Susan  

1,123.             Freels, Seth  

1,124.             Frega, Doreen  

1,125.             Fregonese, Joy  

1,126.             Freilich, Jeffrey  

1,127.             French, Martin  

1,128.             Frey, Aaron   

1,129.             Frey, Justin  

1,130.             Frey, Kyle  

1,131.             Frey, Wilma  

1,132.             Friedberg, Ruth  

1,133.             Friedman, Anne  

1,134.             Friedman, Murray  

1,135.             Friedman, Terry  
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1,136.             Fries, Steve  

1,137.             Fritch, Joe  

1,138.             Fritz, Donald  

1,139.             Fromholtz, John  

1,140.             Fronk, Timothy  

1,141.             Fudalik, John  

1,142.             Fudim, Sherry  

1,143.             Fulgham, Randu   

1,144.             Fuller, Ben  

1,145.             Fur Takers of America,   

1,146.             Furem, Robert  

1,147.             Furlong, James, New Jersey State Federation of Sportsmen's Clubs 

1,148.             Furst, Ruthann  

1,149.             G., Ari  

1,150.             Gagstetter, Devon  

1,151.             Gajewski, Francis  

1,152.             Galbo, James  

1,153.             Gales, Henry   

1,154.             Galese, Bill  

1,155.             Galie, Apolonia, New Jersey State Federation of Sportsmen's Clubs, Ocean 

County 

1,156.             Gallagher, Mike  
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1,157.             Gallardo, Rodolfo  

1,158.             Gallo, Mario   

1,159.             Gallo, Vinny  

1,160.             Galluccio, Joseph  

1,161.             Galvin, Christina  

1,162.             Gamatko, Matt  

1,163.             Gambale, Louis, NWTF 

1,164.             Gancarcik, William  

1,165.             Gangemi ll, Vincent  

1,166.             Gara, Mark  

1,167.             Garbaravage, George  

1,168.             Garcia Ludke, Susan  

1,169.             Garcia, Frank  

1,170.             Garcia, Haley  

1,171.             Garcia, Juan  

1,172.             Garcia, Leonardo  

1,173.             Gardner, Donald  

1,174.             Gardner, Jeffrey   

1,175.             Gargiulo, Peter  

1,176.             Garn, John  

1,177.             Garofalo, Sal DoD 

1,178.             Garofano, Patricia  
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1,179.             Garofano, Patty  

1,180.             Garone, Robert  

1,181.             Garrison, Dawn  

1,182.             Garrison, Ryen  

1,183.             Gartner, Dwayne  

1,184.             Gashlin, Chris  

1,185.             Gasiorek, Chad  

1,186.             Gaskill, Eric  

1,187.             Gatto, Enzo  

1,188.             Gatto, Jennifer  

1,189.             Gatto, Jennifer  

1,190.             Gauci, Louis  

1,191.             Gauntt, Kiersten  

1,192.             Gautieri, Elizabeth  

1,193.             Gavigan, Claire  

1,194.             Gawron Jr., Michael  

1,195.             Gay, Carol  

1,196.             Gaylen, Bruce  

1,197.             Gebbia, Jodie  

1,198.             Geffen, Meredith  

1,199.             Geill, Michelle  

1,200.             Geis, Jennifer  
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1,201.             Gelfand, Tanya  

1,202.             Gelfand, Tatiana  

1,203.             Gelgand, Jessica  

1,204.             Gell, Russell  

1,205.             Gelsleichter, Marge  

1,206.             Gelsleichter, My  

1,207.             Gencarelli, Louis  

1,208.             Genovese, Frank  

1,209.             Gentry, Chris  

1,210.             Geoghegan, Corey  

1,211.             George, Elizabeth  

1,212.             George, Neena   

1,213.             Gerardi, Enzo  

1,214.             Gerardi, Luigi  

1,215.             Gfrorer, John  

1,216.             Giacalone, Gary  

1,217.             Giambrone, Joseph  

1,218.             Gibble, Eric  

1,219.             Gibbons, Theodore  

1,220.             Giberson, Daniel   

1,221.             Giberson, Kim  

1,222.             Gibson, Brendan  
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1,223.             Gibson, David  

1,224.             Gibson, Liam  

1,225.             Gibson, Ryan   

1,226.             Gieger, Anna  

1,227.             Gieger, Collins  

1,228.             Gieger, Erich  

1,229.             Gieger, Hunter  

1,230.             Gieger, Jennifer  

1,231.             Giese, Lester  

1,232.             Gifford, Joanne  

1,233.             Gilford, Jenny  

1,234.             Gillen, Devin  

1,235.             Gilrain, Lisa  

1,236.             Gilson, Dan  

1,237.             Ginsberg, Phyllis  

1,238.             Gioia, Michael  

1,239.             Giordano, Joseph  

1,240.             Giorgianni, Carmen  

1,241.             Giovacchini, Lois  

1,242.             Giroud, Jason  

1,243.             Gladd, Tyler  

1,244.             Glanzman, Robert  
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1,245.             Glavan, Lisa  

1,246.             Glick, Jordan  

1,247.             Glossick, Jeannette  

1,248.             Glynn, Aileen  

1,249.             Godfrey, Kathy  

1,250.             Goetschius, Lascinda  

1,251.             Goetz, Ray  

1,252.             Going, Richard  

1,253.             Goldberg, Anne  

1,254.             Goldberg, Shelly  

1,255.             Golden, Gary  

1,256.             Gomez, Betsy  

1,257.             Gomez, Carlos  

1,258.             Gomolka, John  

1,259.             Gonoud, Dennis  

1,260.             Gonzales, Yazmin  

1,261.             Gonzalez, Adrian  

1,262.             Gonzalez, Karla  

1,263.             Gonzalez, Michael  

1,264.             Gonzalez, Richard   

1,265.             Gonzalez, Suzanne  

1,266.             Good, Levi  
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1,267.             Gooden, Christopher  

1,268.             Goodman, Steven  

1,269.             Goodman, Susan  

1,270.             Gordon, Jeanne  

1,271.             Gordon, Katalin  

1,272.             Gordon, Nicholas  

1,273.             Gordon, Richard  

1,274.             Gordon, Susan  

1,275.             Gorgy, Diane  

1,276.             Gorman, Michelle  

1,277.             Gormley, Keith   

1,278.             Gorrin, Eugene  

1,279.             Gorrin, Raimundo  

1,280.             Goulart, Karen  

1,281.             Gould, Kyle  

1,282.             Gradel, Tina  

1,283.             Graffeo, Mary  

1,284.             Graham, Alycia  

1,285.             Graham, Janae  

1,286.             Graham, Judith  

1,287.             Granata, Jamie  

1,288.             Granato, Linda  
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1,289.             Grandela, Neima  

1,290.             Grant, Nicole  

1,291.             Grasberg, Ilona  

1,292.             Grasberg, Todd  

1,293.             Grasso, Jonathan  

1,294.             Gray, Louise  

1,295.             Graziano, Pete  

1,296.             Graziano, Peter  

1,297.             Grdovic, Daniel  

1,298.             Greberis, Stan  

1,299.             Grecsek, David  

1,300.             Green, Kendall  

1,301.             Greene, Cheryl  

1,302.             Greene, Kenneth  

1,303.             Greysman, Lev  

1,304.             Griffin, Lee  

1,305.             Griffin, Marie  

1,306.             Griglak, Cody  

1,307.             Grillo, Linda  

1,308.             Grimbilas, Peter  

1,309.             Grimes, Jim  

1,310.             Grochowski, Joshua   
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1,311.             Groff, Francis  

1,312.             Grohl, Kurt  

1,313.             Groome, Malcolm  

1,314.             Groover, Stephanie  

1,315.             Gross, Brett  

1,316.             Gross, David  

1,317.             Gross, William  

1,318.             Grossmann, Michael  

1,319.             Grothusen, Kurt  

1,320.             Gruental, Pauline  

1,321.             Grzywinski, Cynthia  

1,322.             Gslvan, Linda  

1,323.             Guarino, Ann  

1,324.             Gubernat, Martine  

1,325.             Gudger, Robert  

1,326.             Guenther, Frank  

1,327.             Guld, Robert  

1,328.             Guld, Rosemarie   

1,329.             Gustavson, Stephany  

1,330.             Gutierrez, Julian  

1,331.             Gutjahr, Gordon   

1,332.             Gutowski, Jill  
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1,333.             Habersham, Tony  

1,334.             Hackett, Brian  

1,335.             Hadam, Debbie  

1,336.             Hadley, Mark  

1,337.             Haemmerle, Barbara  

1,338.             Haertel, Paul  

1,339.             Hagelberg, Cynthia  

1,340.             Hagen, Anthony  

1,341.             Hagen, Jonathan   

1,342.             Hager, Jennifer  

1,343.             Hagerty, Ryan  

1,344.             Haggerty, Ryan  

1,345.             Haimi-Cohen, Raziel  

1,346.             Haines, Elizabeth  

1,347.             Hajtovik, Paul  

1,348.             Haley, Barbara  

1,349.             Halkias, Paul  

1,350.             Hall, Andrea  

1,351.             Hall, Danton  

1,352.             Hallaq, Cherine  

1,353.             Hallaq, Lena   

1,354.             Hallead, Gerald  
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1,355.             Halpern, Nancy  

1,356.             Hamilton, Mark  

1,357.             Hamilton, Scott  

1,358.             Hamlin, Dan  

1,359.             Hamlin, William  

1,360.             Hamme, Dylan  

1,361.             Hankins, Joseph  

1,362.             Hanlon, Cathy  

1,363.             Hannigan, Debbie  

1,364.             Hansen, Amy  

1,365.             Hansen, Lisa  

1,366.             Hardy, Robin  

1,367.             Harkins, Joseph  

1,368.             Harkov, Ronald  

1,369.             Harrigan, Robert  

1,370.             Harrington, Blair  

1,371.             Harrington, Lucas  

1,372.             Harris, Betty  

1,373.             Harris, Debra  

1,374.             Harris, Jack  

1,375.             Harris, Patricia  

1,376.             Harris, Sharon  
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1,377.             Harris, William  

1,378.             Harrison, Randy   

1,379.             Harris-Wisneski, Mary  

1,380.             Hart, Ann  

1,381.             Hart, Kathy  

1,382.             Hartman, George  

1,383.             Hartman, Laurie  

1,384.             Hartmann, Bryan  

1,385.             Hartmann, Peter  

1,386.             Harvey, Suzanne  

1,387.             Hastings, Trudy  

1,388.             Havel, Michael  

1,389.             Haversang, Ed  

1,390.             Haydu, Steve  

1,391.             Healy, Dan  

1,392.             Healy, Mary E.  

1,393.             Healy, Todd  

1,394.             Heath, Kathy  

1,395.             Heck, Kerry  

1,396.             Helbig, Ruth  

1,397.             Helle, Matthew  

1,398.             Helwig, Benjamin  
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1,399.             Hemgren, Wesley  

1,400.             Hempel, Bettina  

1,401.             Hemschoot, Andrea  

1,402.             Hemy, Nadine  

1,403.             Hendershott, John  

1,404.             Hendricks, Kurt  

1,405.             Hendrix, Kate, The Humane Society of the United States of America 

1,406.             Hennessey, Chris  

1,407.             Henning, Brian   

1,408.             Henriksen, Christian  

1,409.             Henriksen, Justin  

1,410.             Henry, Eileen  

1,411.             Henry, Jessica  

1,412.             Henry, Loraine  

1,413.             Hepner, Troy  

1,414.             Herasymchuck, Stephen, New Jersey State Federation of Sportsmen's 

Clubs 

1,415.             Herbst, Diane  

1,416.             Hercock, David  

1,417.             Herdon, Christine  

1,418.             Hermann Dougherty, Janet  

1,419.             Herms, Thomas  
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1,420.             Hernandez, Melvin  

1,421.             Hernandez, Stephen  

1,422.             Herrighty, Larry  

1,423.             Herrmann, James  

1,424.             Hertner, Scott   

1,425.             Hesler, Joe  

1,426.             Hess, Pat  

1,427.             Hess, Patricia  

1,428.             Hetem, Jake  

1,429.             Hewey, Christopher   

1,430.             Heyn, Derek  

1,431.             Hibbard, Peter  

1,432.             Hibbett, Robert  

1,433.             Hickey, James, Yo Buck Gun Club  

1,434.             Hiddemen, Dawn  

1,435.             Hiddemen, Emily  

1,436.             Higgins, Thomas  

1,437.             Hila, John  

1,438.             Hildebrandt, Bradley  

1,439.             Hildebrant, Forrest  

1,440.             Hill, Daniel  

1,441.             Hill, Justin  
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1,442.             Hill, Roger  

1,443.             Hill, Scott  

1,444.             Hill, Tom  

1,445.             Hilliard, Patricia  

1,446.             Hillman, Jode  

1,447.             Hipko, Kevin  

1,448.             Hirsch, Barbara  

1,449.             Hirsch, Frank  

1,450.             Hirschenfang, Alex  

1,451.             Hirth, Sharon  

1,452.             Hlushtchyk, Christine  

1,453.             Hoagland, Brendon  

1,454.             Hodum, Ruth  

1,455.             Hoen, Audun  

1,456.             Hoffman, Susan  

1,457.             Hoffmann, Jeff  

1,458.             Hogan, Jerry  

1,459.             Hogue, Benjamin   

1,460.             Hohing, Lorraine  

1,461.             Holden, Norman  

1,462.             Holder, Bruce   

1,463.             Holdsworth, Mary Anne  
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1,464.             Holeman, Lindsay  

1,465.             Holladay, Don  

1,466.             Hollingshead, Carl  

1,467.             Hollister, Bridget  

1,468.             Holtsclaw, Maryann  

1,469.             Holzli, Werner  

1,470.             Homa, Hunter   

1,471.             Homa, Weston  

1,472.             Homsack, Michael  

1,473.             Homyak, Nicholas  

1,474.             Honnick, Gregg  

1,475.             Hood, Kevin  

1,476.             Hook, Kenneth, New Jersey State Federation of Sportsmen's Clubs, Sussex 

County 

1,477.             Hoots, James  

1,478.             Hooven, John  

1,479.             Hoover, Deirdre  

1,480.             Hopf, Christopher  

1,481.             Hopkins, Brian  

1,482.             Hopkins, Kevin   

1,483.             Horowitz, Janie  

1,484.             Horvath, George   
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1,485.             Horvath, Nate  

1,486.             Hostak, Jeffrey  

1,487.             Houf, Brian  

1,488.             Hough, Al  

1,489.             Houseknecht, Gunnar  

1,490.             Houston Safari Club,   

1,491.             Hovermale, Emily, St. Hubert's Animal Welfare Center 

1,492.             Howarth, Melissa   

1,493.             Howarth, Scott  

1,494.             Hrysko, Paul  

1,495.             Hubbard, Robert Craig  

1,496.             Huber, Joseph  

1,497.             Hudzina, John  

1,498.             Hughes, James  

1,499.             Hujber, Mary  

1,500.             Hulme, John  

1,501.             Humenik, Michael   

1,502.             Hummel, Harvey  

1,503.             Hummel, Wayne  

1,504.             Humphreys, Michael  

1,505.             Hunchak, Michael  

1,506.             Hunter Jr., Thomas  
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1,507.             Huntoon, Jennifer  

1,508.             Hupfl, Nick  

1,509.             Hurley, Brenda  

1,510.             Hurley, James   

1,511.             Hurley, John  

1,512.             Huss, Nicholas  

1,513.             Huss, Robert  

1,514.             Huttner, Barbara  

1,515.             Hyland, John  

1,516.             Iacobelli, Ralph  

1,517.             Iacovelli, Deborah  

1,518.             Iannucci, Lisa  

1,519.             Idy, Joan  

1,520.             Ihle, Emil  

1,521.             Illes, Judith  

1,522.             Imperiale, Christine  

1,523.             Importico, Ryab  

1,524.             Importico, Ryan  

1,525.             Incardona, Josephine  

1,526.             Incles, Dara  

1,527.             Incorvaia, Sal  

1,528.             Infinito, Archangelo  
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1,529.             Infinito, Mayra  

1,530.             Ingoglia, Eileen  

1,531.             Insalaco, James  

1,532.             Intemann, Raymond  

1,533.             Introna, Sergio  

1,534.             Ionescu, Claudia  

1,535.             Iparraguirre, Angel  

1,536.             Iparraguirre, Carlos  

1,537.             Iparraguirre, Daisy  

1,538.             Iparraguirre, Isabelle  

1,539.             Irons, Timothy   

1,540.             Irwin, Shannon  

1,541.             Iseman, Sandra  

1,542.             Ishii Kiefer, Takako  

1,543.             Ivey, Jeffrey  

1,544.             Jackson, Josette  

1,545.             Jacobs, Kyle  

1,546.             Jacobs, Melissa  

1,547.             Jacobs, Shannon  

1,548.             Jacobus, Justin   

1,549.             Jacoby, Lisa  

1,550.             Jaeger, Donald  
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1,551.             Jafraty, Cindy  

1,552.             Jager-Liebel, Lauren  

1,553.             James, Jeremy  

1,554.             Jameson, Lisa  

1,555.             Janes, Garrett  

1,556.             Janiszewski, Phillip  

1,557.             Jankowski, Susan  

1,558.             Janocko, Kelly  

1,559.             Janosi, Reka  

1,560.             Janson, Andy  

1,561.             Janson, William  

1,562.             Januzis, Nadine  

1,563.             Janzick, Stan  

1,564.             Jara, Elisa  

1,565.             Jaramillo, Alexandra  

1,566.             Jarrell, Jason  

1,567.             Jarvis, Sam  

1,568.             Jarvis, Samuel  

1,569.             Jasionowski, Ralph  

1,570.             Jasper, Jann  

1,571.             Jass, Stephen  

1,572.             Jelonnek, Monika  
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1,573.             Jenkins, Donna  

1,574.             Jenkins, Robert  

1,575.             Jenkins, Robert  

1,576.             Jillson, David   

1,577.             Jim, Morello  

1,578.             Jimeno, William  

1,579.             Johansen, Cheryl  

1,580.             Johnson, Aimee  

1,581.             Johnson, Amanda  

1,582.             Johnson, Barbara  

1,583.             Johnson, Craig  

1,584.             Johnson, David  

1,585.             Johnson, Elizabeth  

1,586.             Johnson, Erich  

1,587.             Johnson, Ginny  

1,588.             Johnson, Karl  

1,589.             Johnson, Matthew   

1,590.             Johnson, Molly  

1,591.             Johnson, Priscilla  

1,592.             Johnson, Rhonda  

1,593.             Johnson, Ted  

1,594.             Johnson, Trevor  
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1,595.             Johnson-Gano, Helenann  

1,596.             Jonach, Elizabeth  

1,597.             Jonach, Kenneth  

1,598.             Jonas, Robert  

1,599.             Jones, Allison  

1,600.             Jones, Andrew   

1,601.             Jones, Cristina  

1,602.             Jones, David  

1,603.             Jones, Debra  

1,604.             Jones, Justin  

1,605.             Jones, Kassidy  

1,606.             Jones, Lance  

1,607.             Jones, LuAnn  

1,608.             Jones, Ronald  

1,609.             Jones-wentz, Leslie  

1,610.             Jordan, John  

1,611.             Jordan, Robert   

1,612.             Jordan, Zohar  

1,613.             Jorlett, Pam  

1,614.             Jorlett, Pam   

1,615.             Josifoski, Marjan  

1,616.             Joss, Mitzi  
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1,617.             Joy, Ronald  

1,618.             Judd, Andrew  

1,619.             Juelg, G.Russell  

1,620.             Juhass, William   

1,621.             Jukniewicz, Denise  

1,622.             Justice, Ryan  

1,623.             K., Gul  

1,624.             Kabert, Ernie  

1,625.             Kabus, Richard   

1,626.             Kacprzynski, Dorothy  

1,627.             Kalafut, Jeffrey  

1,628.             Kalantari, Baback  

1,629.             Kalblein, Amy  

1,630.             Kaldawi, Wade  

1,631.             Kalinowski, Rosemarie  

1,632.             Kallin, Allsion  

1,633.             Kane, Pamela   

1,634.             Kaplan, Nancy  

1,635.             Kapravo, Eva  

1,636.             Kapusta, Tom  

1,637.             Karecki, Edward  

1,638.             Karecki, Edward   
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1,639.             Karecki, Linda  

1,640.             Karner, Marguerite  

1,641.             Karner, Veronica  

1,642.             Karolchyk, Patricia  

1,643.             Kaslow, Lisa  

1,644.             Kass, Joshua  

1,645.             Kassa, Doreen  

1,646.             Kately, Bill  

1,647.             Kates, Susan  

1,648.             Katz, Lois  

1,649.             Kavanagh, Laura  

1,650.             Kavir, Ari  

1,651.             Kay, Sheldon  

1,652.             Kaye, Richard  

1,653.             Kearney, Susan  

1,654.             Kebsch-Müller, Vera  

1,655.             Keck, Paige  

1,656.             Keegan, Michelle  

1,657.             Keehover, Wendy, The Humane Society 

1,658.             Keenan, Kristen  

1,659.             Keenan, Mark  

1,660.             Kehmna, Lois  
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1,661.             Kelley, Kevin  

1,662.             Kelly, Gail  

1,663.             Kelly, John  

1,664.             Kelly, Kate  

1,665.             Kelly, Kristy  

1,666.             Kempa, John  

1,667.             Kempczynski Jr., R J  

1,668.             Kendrick, Thomas  

1,669.             Kennedy, Fleur  

1,670.             Kennedy, Lisa  

1,671.             Kennedy, Patrick   

1,672.             Kenner, Kate  

1,673.             Kenneth, Zettlemoyer  

1,674.             Kenny, Alexander  

1,675.             Kent, Gwendolyn  

1,676.             Kent, James  

1,677.             Kenyon, Justin  

1,678.             Kerbowski, Michael  

1,679.             Kerr, Earle   

1,680.             Kerr, Robert  

1,681.             Kerwin, Kathleen  

1,682.             Kesack, Marc  
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1,683.             Keyes, Paul  

1,684.             Khan, Bkhan  

1,685.             Kiker, Ed  

1,686.             Kilday, Joe   

1,687.             Kim, Jean  

1,688.             Kindig, Mary  

1,689.             King, Megan  

1,690.             King, Samantha  

1,691.             King, Sara  

1,692.             King, Scott  

1,693.             King, Shelley  

1,694.             Kingsbury, Janice  

1,695.             Kinsey, Michelle  

1,696.             Kiraly, John, Lenape Rod & Gun Club 

1,697.             Kiritsis, Dino, Garden State Bow and Reel  

1,698.             Kirkland, Susan  

1,699.             Kirkpatrick, Ben  

1,700.             Kirkpatrick, Brian, NJ Chapter of The Wildlife Society 

1,701.             Kirsch, Frank  

1,702.             Kirwan, Gerard  

1,703.             Kisby, Doug  

1,704.             Kiseli, John  
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1,705.             Kish, Robert  

1,706.             Kish, Za  

1,707.             Kish, Zoran   

1,708.             Kishpaugh, Geoff, Safari Club International  

1,709.             Kiste, Arlene  

1,710.             Kite III, Stan   

1,711.             Kitt, Coraleine  

1,712.             Klein, Janet  

1,713.             Klein, Lorna  

1,714.             Kleine, Fred  

1,715.             Kleissler, Brian  

1,716.             Klemm, Craig   

1,717.             Kline, Richard, Neshanic Fur & Feather Club 

1,718.             Kline, Shawn  

1,719.             Kling, Charles   

1,720.             Klinksick, Clint  

1,721.             Klitch, Stephen  

1,722.             Kloss, Carol  

1,723.             Kloss, Carol  

1,724.             Klugman, Lori  

1,725.             Knapp, Ryan  

1,726.             Knaz, Julia  
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1,727.             Knezick, Tom  

1,728.             Knight, Joseph   

1,729.             Knight, Scott  

1,730.             Knopf, Robin  

1,731.             Knopf, Robin  

1,732.             Knutsen, Susan  

1,733.             Koblen, Dave  

1,734.             Kobrick, David  

1,735.             Kobrick, Jerilyn  

1,736.             Kobylinski, Tom  

1,737.             Kochan, Marc  

1,738.             Kochanowski, Robert  

1,739.             Kochanski, Michael  

1,740.             Kodner, Damien  

1,741.             Koeber, William  

1,742.             Koehler, Christine  

1,743.             Koenig, Anthony   

1,744.             Koever, William  

1,745.             Kollmar, Linda  

1,746.             Komin, Tatyana  

1,747.             Konar, Michael   

1,748.             Konczal, Eddie  
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1,749.             Kondratowicz, Konrad  

1,750.             Kopas, Dale  

1,751.             Kopec, Jason  

1,752.             Kopelman, Jill  

1,753.             Korec, Karen  

1,754.             Kornfeld, Laurel  

1,755.             Kortjohn, Patricia  

1,756.             Korzik, James  

1,757.             Kostrub, Robert  

1,758.             Kosztyu, Richard   

1,759.             Kotary, Casey  

1,760.             Koumaras, Ron  

1,761.             Kourtz, Debra  

1,762.             Kowal, Paul  

1,763.             Kowalchuk, Cassie  

1,764.             Kowalski, John  

1,765.             Koyt, Frank  

1,766.             Kozak, Mark  

1,767.             Kozakiewicz, Kimberly  

1,768.             Kraftsik, Tunde  

1,769.             Kramer, Karen  

1,770.             Krasowski, Peter  
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1,771.             Krause, Ed  

1,772.             Krawitz, Brooke  

1,773.             Krenzel, Richard, New Jersey State Federation of Sportsmen's Clubs, 

Middlesex County 

1,774.             Kreshpane Jr, Karl  

1,775.             Kretzschmar, David   

1,776.             Kretzschmar, Travis  

1,777.             Krieg, Joseph   

1,778.             Krieger, Karen  

1,779.             Kroeger, Doug  

1,780.             Kromin, Max  

1,781.             Kroncke, Robert  

1,782.             Krow, Thaddeus  

1,783.             Krueger, Bryan  

1,784.             Krum, Jesse  

1,785.             Krup, Liz  

1,786.             Krygier, Kelleigh  

1,787.             Krzywicki, Barbra  

1,788.             Kubat, Earle  

1,789.             Kubilus, Shamus   

1,790.             Kucharews, Greg  

1,791.             Kuenstner, Cindy  
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1,792.             Kuhlmann, Addo  

1,793.             Kuhlwein, Ernie  

1,794.             Kuhn, Leslie  

1,795.             Kuk, Rebecca  

1,796.             Kulesa, Len  

1,797.             Kulp, Andrew  

1,798.             Kulp, Keith  

1,799.             Kumburis, Harry  

1,800.             Kunst, Dan  

1,801.             Kurdziel, Greg  

1,802.             Kurtyka, Martin  

1,803.             Kurz, Daniel  

1,804.             Kush III, Charles  

1,805.             Kutcher, Jake  

1,806.             Kuznier, Janys  

1,807.             Kwock, L  

1,808.             Kwock, Lillian  

1,809.             Kydon, Laurie  

1,810.             L., A.  

1,811.             L., Ann  

1,812.             LaBar, Brandon   

1,813.             Laboeuf, Joseph  
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1,814.             Lagatol, Mary  

1,815.             Laggner, John  

1,816.             LaGreca, Sal  

1,817.             Laird, Scott  

1,818.             Lake, Amanda  

1,819.             Lallone, Michael  

1,820.             Lally, John  

1,821.             Lambert, Jason   

1,822.             Lambert, Mike  

1,823.             Lampe, Kyle   

1,824.             Landesberg, Thea  

1,825.             Lane, Hollie   

1,826.             Lane, Jeffrey  

1,827.             Lane, Rob   

1,828.             Lang, Anthony  

1,829.             Lang, Linda  

1,830.             Langella, Gina  

1,831.             Lanning, Justin  

1,832.             Lanzim, Marc  

1,833.             Lappert, Dennis   

1,834.             Larcom, Brian  

1,835.             Larcombe Jr., John   
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1,836.             Larochelle, John  

1,837.             Larsen, Jeanine  

1,838.             Larson, Laurie  

1,839.             LaRusso, Thomas   

1,840.             Lary, Melanie, Four Paws USA 

1,841.             Lashley, Brandon  

1,842.             Lashley, Matt  

1,843.             Lashley, Matthew  

1,844.             Lasky, Matthew  

1,845.             Lata, Edward, Columbia Valley Sportsmen's Association 

1,846.             Latham, Ted  

1,847.             Lauricella, Joyce  

1,848.             Laury, Catherine  

1,849.             Laury, Teresa  

1,850.             Lavender, David  

1,851.             Lawrence, Mary  

1,852.             Lawson, Ivette  

1,853.             Lawson, Joseph  

1,854.             Lawson, Karma  

1,855.             Lawson, Larry  

1,856.             Lawson, Matthew  

1,857.             Lazarus, Sara  
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1,858.             Lazorchak, Scott   

1,859.             Lazzaro, Bette  

1,860.             Leach, Rich  

1,861.             Leavitt, Joanne   

1,862.             Lebrun, Michael  

1,863.             Lechtanski, Cheryl  

1,864.             Leclerc, Geralis  

1,865.             LeConey, Bill  

1,866.             Ledet, James  

1,867.             Lee, Hannah   

1,868.             Lee, James  

1,869.             Lee, Janet  

1,870.             Lee, Jennifer  

1,871.             Lee, Madeleine  

1,872.             Lee, Patrick  

1,873.             Leeds, David, NJ Hunters and Fishermen 

1,874.             Leeper, Harold  

1,875.             Leese, Meghan  

1,876.             Lehman, Andy  

1,877.             Lehr, Allison  

1,878.             LeMasson, Peter   

1,879.             Lemon, Craig  
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1,880.             Leo-Amato, Leann  

1,881.             Leonard, Matthew  

1,882.             Leone, Judith  

1,883.             Leone, Marino  

1,884.             Leonhardt, Justin  

1,885.             LeQuire-Schott, Toni  

1,886.             Lera, Eugene  

1,887.             Lerner, Michelle  

1,888.             Lerner, S.  

1,889.             Lerner, Sarah  

1,890.             Lesniak, Ray, former Senator 

1,891.             Letterman-Smithe, Jack  

1,892.             Leung, Jason  

1,893.             Levick, Christopher  

1,894.             Levin, Cathy  

1,895.             Levin, Cathyelizabeth  

1,896.             Levine, Philip  

1,897.             Levins, Shawn  

1,898.             Levinzon, Paulina  

1,899.             Levitt, Chris  

1,900.             Levitt, Eileen  

1,901.             Levy, Jason  
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1,902.             Lewis, Alan  

1,903.             Libero, Joseph  

1,904.             Librizzi, Danielle  

1,905.             Librizzi, Danielle  

1,906.             Licandro, Joseph   

1,907.             Lichtblau, Laura  

1,908.             Lieberman, Beth  

1,909.             Lieberman, Lori  

1,910.             Lill, Michael  

1,911.             Limatola, Alison  

1,912.             Limatola, Vincent  

1,913.             Lin, Doris  

1,914.             Lin, Doris, Animal Protection League of NJ 

1,915.             Lin, Erin  

1,916.             Lin, Esq., Doris, League of Humane Voters, Legal Director 

1,917.             Lindquist, Sven, Safari Club International  

1,918.             Link, Joseph, Double V Rod & Gun Club 

1,919.             Lino, Vincent  

1,920.             Lion, Darcy  

1,921.             Lipari, Phil  

1,922.             Lippin, Arline  

1,923.             Lisi, Donna  



NOTE: THIS IS A COURTESY COPY OF THIS RULE ADOPTION. THE OFFICIAL 

VERSION WILL BE PUBLISHED IN THE OCTOBER 2, 2023 NEW JERSEY REGISTER. 

SHOULD THERE BE ANY DISCREPANCIES BETWEEN THIS TEXT AND THE 

OFFICIAL VERSION OF THE ADOPTION, THE OFFICIAL VERSION WILL GOVERN. 
 

92 
 

1,924.             Lista, Joe  

1,925.             Little, Mimely  

1,926.             Liuzzo, Joann  

1,927.             Livio, Santo  

1,928.             Loatman, Cody  

1,929.             Lobel, Colleen  

1,930.             Loberger, Leslie  

1,931.             Lobycz, David  

1,932.             Lochot, Marie-Christine  

1,933.             Lockburner, John  

1,934.             Lockwood, Andrew  

1,935.             Lodema, Kevin  

1,936.             Lodiema, Kevin  

1,937.             Loh, Mason  

1,938.             Lohr, Bill  

1,939.             Lombaerde, Charles, Pike County Federation of Sportsmen's Clubs, 

President 

1,940.             Lombard, Alex  

1,941.             Lombardo, Harry  

1,942.             Lombardo, Jamie  

1,943.             Long, Laura  

1,944.             Longmire, Barry  
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1,945.             Longmire, Carol  

1,946.             LoPorto, Joseph  

1,947.             Lordo, Anne  

1,948.             Lordo, Anthony  

1,949.             Lordo, Brianna  

1,950.             Lordo, Richard   

1,951.             Losco, Jeff  

1,952.             Louis, George  

1,953.             Lovelace, Greg  

1,954.             Loveland, Brad  

1,955.             LoVerdi, Brian  

1,956.             Lovett, Jennifer  

1,957.             Lowrey, Nita  

1,958.             Lozito, Anthony  

1,959.             Luard, John  

1,960.             Lucas, James   

1,961.             Lucas, Sharon  

1,962.             Lucca, Pamela  

1,963.             Lucente, Paul  

1,964.             Lugero, Louis  

1,965.             Luizza, Irving  

1,966.             Lukachy, Tamara  
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1,967.             Lukasiewicz, Simon  

1,968.             Luks, Scott  

1,969.             Lunburg, Erik  

1,970.             Luneke, Aaron  

1,971.             Lustbader, Dana  

1,972.             Lutz, Andrea  

1,973.             Lutz, Steven E.  

1,974.             Lynch, Diane  

1,975.             Lynch, Mason  

1,976.             Lyon, Jason  

1,977.             Lytle, Denise  

1,978.             Lytle, Yvette  

1,979.             Maarek, Jessica  

1,980.             Mabee, Richard   

1,981.             Macarthur, Stafford  

1,982.             MacAuley, Wendy  

1,983.             MacDuff, Brant  

1,984.             Machauer, William   

1,985.             Machtemes, Sandra  

1,986.             Maciel, Marie  

1,987.             MacInnis, Thomas  

1,988.             Mackiewicz, Frances  
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1,989.             Mackin, Chris  

1,990.             Mackin, Edwin  

1,991.             MacMurray, Christine  

1,992.             Maday, Cathleen  

1,993.             Maddalena, Barbara  

1,994.             Magliaro, Tom  

1,995.             Maglio, Arthur  

1,996.             Maguire, Richard  

1,997.             Maher, Sara  

1,998.             Maher, Scott  

1,999.             Maida, Alice  

2,000.             Maio, Richard  

2,001.             Maiore, Donte  

2,002.             Majumder, Sujata  

2,003.             Makowsky, Paul  

2,004.             Maksic, Anna  

2,005.             Makuch, Chet  

2,006.             Malali, Begum  

2,007.             Malanga, Sally  

2,008.             Malangone, Jerry  

2,009.             Malave, Amber  

2,010.             Maley, Monica  
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2,011.             Malfatto, Frank   

2,012.             Malhotra, R.  

2,013.             Malhotra, Rakesh  

2,014.             Malkasian, Kristie  

2,015.             Mallon, Barbara  

2,016.             Maloney, John  

2,017.             Maloney, Kevin, New Jersey State Federation of Sportsmen's Clubs, Union 

  County 

2,018.             Malyon, Abigail  

2,019.             Malyon, Ann  

2,020.             Malyon, Anna  

2,021.             Malyon, Hilary  

2,022.             Mamchur, Donald  

2,023.             Mandel, Jerome  

2,024.             Mandelbaum, Phyllis  

2,025.             Mangan, Shelley  

2,026.             Mangano, Frank  

2,027.             Mangino, Corinne  

2,028.             Mangino, Patricia  

2,029.             Mangus, Donald  

2,030.             Manheim, Lynn  

2,031.             Mania, Angelica  
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2,032.             Mania, Randy   

2,033.             Manibay, Angela  

2,034.             Manning, Jerry  

2,035.             Manning, Zach  

2,036.             Mannino, Rew  

2,037.             Mannino, Ross  

2,038.             Mantas, Nicholas  

2,039.             Manz, Jill  

2,040.             Manzione, Patricia  

2,041.             Marcinkiewicz, Teresa  

2,042.             Marcols, Melanie  

2,043.             Mares, Courtney  

2,044.             Maretta, Therese  

2,045.             Margulis, Elise  

2,046.             Maricic, Richard  

2,047.             Marino, Antonino  

2,048.             Marinucci, Louise  

2,049.             Marion, Raymond   

2,050.             Markert, Gregory C.  

2,051.             Markese, Don  

2,052.             Marmolejo, Rosa  

2,053.             Marra, Fran  
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2,054.             Marretta, Danielle Attilia  

2,055.             Marretta, Virginia  

2,056.             Marrone, Marnie  

2,057.             Marsh, Brian  

2,058.             Marsh, Donald  

2,059.             Marsh, James  

2,060.             Martin, Debora  

2,061.             Martin, Jason  

2,062.             Martin, Juanita   

2,063.             Martin, Justin  

2,064.             Martin, Justin  

2,065.             Martin, Melissa  

2,066.             Martin, Priscilla  

2,067.             Martin, William, Quakertown Recreation Club 

2,068.             Martinelli, Ellen  

2,069.             Martinez, Lou  

2,070.             Martinez, Louis   

2,071.             Martinez, Ron   

2,072.             Martinez, Tyrone  

2,073.             Martino, Alfred  

2,074.             Martorano, John  

2,075.             Martorano, Nicholas  



NOTE: THIS IS A COURTESY COPY OF THIS RULE ADOPTION. THE OFFICIAL 

VERSION WILL BE PUBLISHED IN THE OCTOBER 2, 2023 NEW JERSEY REGISTER. 

SHOULD THERE BE ANY DISCREPANCIES BETWEEN THIS TEXT AND THE 

OFFICIAL VERSION OF THE ADOPTION, THE OFFICIAL VERSION WILL GOVERN. 
 

99 
 

2,076.             Marucci, Kayla  

2,077.             Marzullo, Vincent  

2,078.             Masiar, Jan  

2,079.             Maslanko, Linda  

2,080.             Massi, Bill  

2,081.             Massi, William  

2,082.             Massman, Mary Ann  

2,083.             Masson, Joe  

2,084.             Massone, Dongqing Chen  

2,085.             Massone, Joseph  

2,086.             Mastandrea, Karen  

2,087.             Mastella, Andrea  

2,088.             Masterson, Walt  

2,089.             Mastrangelo, Laura  

2,090.             Matarese, John   

2,091.             Matchett, Susan  

2,092.             Matera, Susan  

2,093.             Mathews, Brett  

2,094.             Mathews, Oren   

2,095.             Mathews, Randy  

2,096.             Mathews, Richard  

2,097.             Mathis, Patricia   
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2,098.             Mathis, Rebecca  

2,099.             Matthew, Matthew  

2,100.             Mattie, John  

2,101.             Mattiello, S.  

2,102.             Maucione, Carlo  

2,103.             Maul, Robert, New Jersey State Federation of Sportsmen's Clubs, Bergen 

County 

2,104.             Mauriello Jr., Gerald, Backcountry Hunters and Anglers NJ Chapter, 

Founding Chair 

2,105.             Mauro, Dana  

2,106.             Mauro, Eric  

2,107.             Mayer Jr., Edward  

2,108.             Mayer, Ed  

2,109.             Mayers, Joe  

2,110.             Maza, Steven  

2,111.             Mazza, Robert  

2,112.             Mazzara, Luanne  

2,113.             Mazzawy, Jim  

2,114.             Mazzitelli, John  

2,115.             Mazzola, Lisa  

2,116.             McAllister, Jeremy  

2,117.             McArthur, Barbara  
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2,118.             McCarroll, Madelyn  

2,119.             McCarthy, Kenneth   

2,120.             McClachrie, Kimberly  

2,121.             McClernan, Brian   

2,122.             McCormick, Kenneth  

2,123.             McCoy, Logan  

2,124.             McCrann, Dalton  

2,125.             McCullough, Kyle  

2,126.             McCurdy, Glenn  

2,127.             Mccurry, James  

2,128.             McDade, Brian  

2,129.             Mcdaid, Vicki   

2,130.             McDermott, Joseph  

2,131.             McDermott, Ken  

2,132.             McDevitt, Patricia  

2,133.             McDougall, Kerry  

2,134.             McDowel, Eric  

2,135.             McEachern, Leslie  

2,136.             McFarland, Taylor, Sierra Club - New Jersey Chapter, Conservation 

Program Manager 

2,137.             McGahey, Bruce  

2,138.             McGahey, Scott  
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2,139.             McGarry, Tracey  

2,140.             McGill, Lawrence   

2,141.             McGovern, Craig  

2,142.             McGrath, Patricia  

2,143.             McGraw, R M  

2,144.             McGreevy, Jo Ann  

2,145.             McGuinness, Karen  

2,146.             McGuire Davi, Noelle  

2,147.             Mcguire, William  

2,148.             McIntyre, Douglas  

2,149.             McKnight, Katya  

2,150.             McLaughlin, Austin  

2,151.             McLees-Lukashuk, Kerrie Ann  

2,152.             McMahon, Linda  

2,153.             McMahon, Ryan  

2,154.             McMenamin Sr., Mike  

2,155.             McMenamin, Mike  

2,156.             McMullen, Cathy  

2,157.             McMullen, Patrick  

2,158.             Mcnally, Sean  

2,159.             McNally, Sue  

2,160.             McNally, Sue  
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2,161.             McNally, Thomas   

2,162.             McNichol, Christine  

2,163.             McNiss, Brandy  

2,164.             Mcquaid, Jamie  

2,165.             McQueen, Glenn  

2,166.             McQueen, Janet  

2,167.             Mcshane, Janice  

2,168.             Mctigue, Patricia  

2,169.             McWilliams, Rita  

2,170.             Meadow, Nancy  

2,171.             Measure, Oliver  

2,172.             Medeiros, Emma  

2,173.             Medina, Tatiana  

2,174.             Mednikoff, Ellen  

2,175.             Meekins, Lynn  

2,176.             Meerendonk, Jason  

2,177.             Megna, Stacy  

2,178.             Meininger, Kevin  

2,179.             Meister, Ryan  

2,180.             Meixsell, Claude  

2,181.             Melchoni, Frank  

2,182.             Meli, Mary Ellen  
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2,183.             Melian, Lisa  

2,184.             Mellon, Ernest  

2,185.             Melvin, Brian  

2,186.             Mendoza, Ronald  

2,187.             Menechella, Tony  

2,188.             Menon, Raj  

2,189.             Mente, Charles  

2,190.             Meola, Michael  

2,191.             Merchant, Starrett  

2,192.             Merriman, Melanie  

2,193.             Merz, Richard  

2,194.             Mesmer, Chad  

2,195.             Messeroll, John  

2,196.             Messick, Carl  

2,197.             Messina, Kaitlyn  

2,198.             Messina, Kim  

2,199.             Messina, Ryan  

2,200.             Messner, William  

2,201.             Metler, Angi  

2,202.             Metler, Guy  

2,203.             Metler, Sarah  

2,204.             Metz, David  
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2,205.             Metzger, Larry   

2,206.             Meyer, Cody  

2,207.             Meyer, Robert  

2,208.             Meyer, Shauna  

2,209.             Mezger, Taylor  

2,210.             Migioia, Aneta  

2,211.             Mikoniatis, Ari  

2,212.             Mikre, Liz  

2,213.             Milburn, Steven  

2,214.             Mild, Lisa  

2,215.             Milesnick, Mary-Ellen  

2,216.             Miliano, Patricia  

2,217.             Milicia, Jen  

2,218.             Milko, William  

2,219.             Miller, Barbara  

2,220.             Miller, Barrett   

2,221.             Miller, Crickett  

2,222.             Miller, Henry  

2,223.             Miller, Jarrod  

2,224.             Miller, Jeffrey  

2,225.             Miller, Joan  

2,226.             Miller, Joanne  



NOTE: THIS IS A COURTESY COPY OF THIS RULE ADOPTION. THE OFFICIAL 

VERSION WILL BE PUBLISHED IN THE OCTOBER 2, 2023 NEW JERSEY REGISTER. 

SHOULD THERE BE ANY DISCREPANCIES BETWEEN THIS TEXT AND THE 

OFFICIAL VERSION OF THE ADOPTION, THE OFFICIAL VERSION WILL GOVERN. 
 

106 
 

2,227.             Miller, Joseph  

2,228.             Miller, Karen  

2,229.             Miller, Pamela  

2,230.             Miller, Richard  

2,231.             Millis, Robin  

2,232.             Mills, Brenda  

2,233.             Mills, Tara  

2,234.             Milne, Susan  

2,235.             Minard, Michael  

2,236.             Miniaci, Louis  

2,237.             Miragliotta, Travis, Team Buffalo Outdoors, LLC 

2,238.             Miskar, Bryan   

2,239.             Miskulnig, Paul  

2,240.             Mitchell, Thomas  

2,241.             Mkrtchyan, Arman  

2,242.             Mlotkiewicz, Jodilynn  

2,243.             Modell, Nancy  

2,244.             Moffett, Timothy  

2,245.             Mohamed, Erica  

2,246.             Mol, Derek   

2,247.             Molgavero, Jonathan  

2,248.             Molina, Nelson  
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2,249.             Molinaro, Michael  

2,250.             Molino, Linda  

2,251.             Mollack, Jean  

2,252.             Mollica, Peter   

2,253.             Molnar, Jim  

2,254.             Molnar, Patty  

2,255.             Molnar, William  

2,256.             Monaco, Galina  

2,257.             Monaco, Joseph  

2,258.             Monahan, Michael  

2,259.             Monahan, Vera  

2,260.             Mondoker, Janice  

2,261.             Monesteri, Leonard   

2,262.             Money, Erica  

2,263.             Mongiardo, Steven  

2,264.             Monroe, Barbara  

2,265.             Montag, William  

2,266.             Montefusco, John  

2,267.             Monteleone, Lisa  

2,268.             Montgomery, Ji  

2,269.             Moore, Michael  

2,270.             Moore, Neva  
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2,271.             Moore, Pamela  

2,272.             Moore, Quenna  

2,273.             Moore, Richard  

2,274.             Moore, Trisha  

2,275.             Morales, Brian  

2,276.             Morales, Luis   

2,277.             Moran, Leslie  

2,278.             Morello, James  

2,279.             Moretti, Barbara  

2,280.             Morgan, Joanne  

2,281.             Mormann, Kelly  

2,282.             Morris, Allen   

2,283.             Morris, Clint  

2,284.             Morris, James   

2,285.             Morris, Levi  

2,286.             Morris, Ralph  

2,287.             Morrison, James  

2,288.             Morrison, James  

2,289.             Mortimer, Linda  

2,290.             Morton, Celine  

2,291.             Moscetti, Geno  

2,292.             Moshman, Corrinne  
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2,293.             Moskal, Barbara  

2,294.             Moss, Geralyn  

2,295.             Mostad, Maris  

2,296.             Motta, Logan  

2,297.             Moyna, Mark  

2,298.             Mrozek, Frank  

2,299.             MScalfo, Christine  

2,300.             Muckin, Lora  

2,301.             Mudd, Christinia  

2,302.             Mueller, Adam   

2,303.             Muggeo, Alex  

2,304.             Mugnone, Mario  

2,305.             Mugrauer, Heidi  

2,306.             Muhudinov, Leon  

2,307.             Mulholland, Mike  

2,308.             Mullen, Charles   

2,309.             Mullin, James  

2,310.             Mullin, Joseph, Congressional Sportsmen's Foundation 

2,311.             Mulroney, Dawn  

2,312.             Mulvihill, Sharon  

2,313.             Mummery, Alexandra  

2,314.             Munley, Diane  
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2,315.             Munoz, Berenice  

2,316.             Munoz, Gina  

2,317.             Munoz, Margarita  

2,318.             Munson, Sheila  

2,319.             Murat, Roy  

2,320.             Murphy, Jim  

2,321.             Murphy, Justin  

2,322.             Murphy, Taria  

2,323.             Murray, Dawn  

2,324.             Murray, Jimmy  

2,325.             Murray, Kim  

2,326.             Murray, Larry  

2,327.             Murray, Leslie, New Jersey State Federation of Sportsmen's Clubs, 

Atlantic County 

2,328.             Muschel, Celina  

2,329.             Musciotto, Anthony  

2,330.             Musciotto, Michael  

2,331.             Musumeci, Camillo  

2,332.             MvCarthy, Michael   

2,333.             Myers, Chad  

2,334.             Myers, Corwin  

2,335.             Myzie, Jonathan  
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2,336.             Nadler, Paul  

2,337.             Nagar, Dipali  

2,338.             Nagelhout, Kimberly  

2,339.             Nagelhout, Mark  

2,340.             Nagy, Bill  

2,341.             Nale, Kenneth  

2,342.             Nale, Kurt  

2,343.             Naprstek, Pam  

2,344.             Nardi, Patricia  

2,345.             Nardi, Stephanie  

2,346.             Nardone, Steven  

2,347.             Narozanick, Lisa  

2,348.             Nasif, Maria  

2,349.             Nasif, Roman  

2,350.             Nassor, George Nunya 

2,351.             Nastasi, Nick  

2,352.             Natale, Gerard, New Jersey State Federation of Sportsmen's Clubs 

2,353.             Natale, Philip  

2,354.             National Deer Association   

2,355.             National Rifle Association   

2,356.             National Trappers Association   

2,357.             National Wild Turkey Federation   
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2,358.             Neal, Fisher  

2,359.             Neate, William  

2,360.             Neira, John  

2,361.             Nelson, Shawn  

2,362.             Nelson, Steven  

2,363.             Nemeth, Linda  

2,364.             Nesper, Renee  

2,365.             Nestel, Roger  

2,366.             Nevel, Jason   

2,367.             New Jersey Outdoor Alliance,   

2,368.             Newbold, Corbin  

2,369.             Newcomb, Aaron  

2,370.             Newkirk, Kelly  

2,371.             Newland, Bob, Safari Club International, Lehigh Valley Chapter, President 

2,372.             Newland, Robert, Safari Club International  

2,373.             Newman, Deirdre  

2,374.             Newmark, Jane  

2,375.             Newmark, Janet  

2,376.             Newmark, Martin  

2,377.             Nicholas, Kevin  

2,378.             Nichols, Brian  

2,379.             Nichols, Cynthia  
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2,380.             Nickel, Joan  

2,381.             Nicol, Christiaan   

2,382.             Nicol, John  

2,383.             Niebel, Alan  

2,384.             Niedt, Karl  

2,385.             Nieratko, Dave  

2,386.             Nieves, Jessica  

2,387.             Nigrin, Albert  

2,388.             Nigro, Mike, Fairfield Conservation and Sportsmen’s Association 

2,389.             Nina, Donna  

2,390.             Nobile, Connie  

2,391.             Noonan, Daniel  

2,392.             Noonan, Richard   

2,393.             Norwillo, Aric   

2,394.             Nosal, Scott  

2,395.             Notara, Sally  

2,396.             Noto, Thomas  

2,397.             Novak, Christine  

2,398.             Novak, James  

2,399.             Noyes, Christopher  

2,400.             Nunlist, Kathy  

2,401.             Nutto, Michael  
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2,402.             Nye, Alexis  

2,403.             Nyitray, Michael   

2,404.             O’Shea, Kevin  

2,405.             O'Brien, Gary  

2,406.             Obssuth, Christopher  

2,407.             Ocasio, Alfredo  

2,408.             Ockel, Doris  

2,409.             O'Connell, Karen  

2,410.             O'Connell, Siobhan  

2,411.             O'Dea, William, Hudson County Board of Commissioners 

2,412.             O'Donnell, Deanne  

2,413.             ODonnell, DeDe  

2,414.             Ogilvie, Melissa  

2,415.             Ognek, Wendy  

2,416.             Ogrinz, Paul  

2,417.             Ohanian, Heripsime  

2,418.             O'Hara, Denise  

2,419.             O'Keefe, Kristie  

2,420.             Okeefe, Neil  

2,421.             Olavarrieta, Martha  

2,422.             Olden, Karen  

2,423.             Oldenburg, Michael  
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2,424.             O'Leary, Kathy   

2,425.             Olinsky, Howard  

2,426.             Oliszewski, Eric  

2,427.             Oliver, Karen  

2,428.             Ollek, John  

2,429.             Olsen, Jonathan  

2,430.             Olski, Tom  

2,431.             Olso, Sam  

2,432.             Olszewski, Tom  

2,433.             Ondov, Rhonda  

2,434.             O'Neal, Alexsa  

2,435.             O'Neil, Christina  

2,436.             Oneill, John  

2,437.             O'Neill, John   

2,438.             Ongradi, Robert   

2,439.             Onusconich, Anne  

2,440.             Opdyke, Pamela  

2,441.             Oquendo, David, Appalachian Bowmen of Sussex County 

2,442.             Oram, Dawn  

2,443.             ORourke, Edward  

2,444.             Orourke, Keith  

2,445.             Orozco, Victor  
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2,446.             Orr, Seth  

2,447.             Orson, Steven  

2,448.             Ortiz, Emily  

2,449.             Osman, Sara  

2,450.             Osten, Irene  

2,451.             O'Toole, Richard  

2,452.             Otto, Roy  

2,453.             Out, Jeanne  

2,454.             Owen, Tyler  

2,455.             P., Bob  

2,456.             P., Carolyn  

2,457.             P., Vinnie  

2,458.             Pace, Laura  

2,459.             Pace, Lori  

2,460.             Pacificio, Carolee  

2,461.             Packer, Patti  

2,462.             Packie, Ken  

2,463.             Padilla, Joseph  

2,464.             Pagano, Pete  

2,465.             Pagliaroli, Thomas  

2,466.             Pagliuso, Anthony  

2,467.             Painting, Joseph  
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2,468.             Paladini, Adam  

2,469.             Paladini, Adam, New Jersey Chapter of the Backcountry Hunters and 

Anglers, Chair 

2,470.             Palandro, Gail  

2,471.             Palma Jr., Nicholas   

2,472.             Palma, James  

2,473.             Palma, Nicholas  

2,474.             Palmer, George  

2,475.             Palminteri, Louis   

2,476.             Palumbo, Ferdinando  

2,477.             Palumbo, Joseph  

2,478.             Palumbo, Samuel  

2,479.             Panfili, Sarni  

2,480.             Pannone, Ronald  

2,481.             Panwar, Shruti  

2,482.             Paone, Varina  

2,483.             Pappalardo, Roy  

2,484.             Pappano, Phillip  

2,485.             Pappas, Dean  

2,486.             Paprcka, Eric  

2,487.             Parciak, Sandra  

2,488.             Parent, James  
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2,489.             Parichuk, Michael  

2,490.             Paris, Steve  

2,491.             Parisi, Mary Lee  

2,492.             Parker, Dagmar  

2,493.             Parker, Maria  

2,494.             Parker, Melanie  

2,495.             Parker, Michael  

2,496.             Parker, Robert   

2,497.             Parks, Brian  

2,498.             Parmigiani, Sara  

2,499.             Pascarella, Samuel  

2,500.             Pasmore, Mark  

2,501.             Pasricha, S.  

2,502.             Passanante, Anthony  

2,503.             Passerini, Rocco  

2,504.             Paszkiewicz, David  

2,505.             Patel, Krishma  

2,506.             Patel, Shruti  

2,507.             Patire, Joseph, High Point Hunting Club 

2,508.             Patras Jr., Steven  

2,509.             Patrick, Dave  

2,510.             Patten, Jeff  
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2,511.             Patterson, Chris  

2,512.             Patterson, Joseph  

2,513.             Paul, Gregory  

2,514.             Paul, Matthew   

2,515.             Pauley, Clifford   

2,516.             Paull, Jackie  

2,517.             Paulson, Robert  

2,518.             Pawlick, Lisa  

2,519.             Pearlman, Megan  

2,520.             Pecsi, Andrea  

2,521.             Pedatella, Bob  

2,522.             Pedersen, Ellen  

2,523.             Peifer, Steve  

2,524.             Pelland, Sandy  

2,525.             Pelligra, Philip  

2,526.             Pellow, John  

2,527.             Pena, Mike   

2,528.             Penalver, Jeanette  

2,529.             Pensabene, Angela  

2,530.             Pensabene, Anthony  

2,531.             Pentelovitch, Mark  

2,532.             Perdoni, Karen  
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2,533.             Pereira, Raymond  

2,534.             Perez, German  

2,535.             Perez, Jose  

2,536.             Perez, Juan  

2,537.             Perez, Julie  

2,538.             Perez, Lisa  

2,539.             Perez, Megan  

2,540.             Perez, Rachel  

2,541.             Peri, Tracy  

2,542.             Perino, Nina  

2,543.             Perkins, Genevieve  

2,544.             Perry, Jacqui  

2,545.             Perry, Rick  

2,546.             Pershaud, Leah  

2,547.             Person, Wayne  

2,548.             Peters, Kathleen  

2,549.             Petersen, Elizabeth  

2,550.             Peterson, Adam  

2,551.             Petofi, Stephanie  

2,552.             Petric, Kristian  

2,553.             Petrillo, Chris  

2,554.             Petrillo, Melissa   
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2,555.             Petrovic, Geraldine  

2,556.             Petrula, Matthew  

2,557.             Petrus, Jan  

2,558.             Petruzzelli, Diane  

2,559.             Pettinato, Angele  

2,560.             Peyre-Ferry, Kenneth  

2,561.             Pfaff, Brenda  

2,562.             Pflugh, Melissa  

2,563.             Philhower, Colton  

2,564.             Phillips, Margaret  

2,565.             Phillips, Marguerite  

2,566.             Piano, Paul  

2,567.             Piano, Robert  

2,568.             Pias, Kevin   

2,569.             Piccolo, Eric  

2,570.             Picun, Kristin Star  

2,571.             Pierce, Harold  

2,572.             Pierce, Luanna  

2,573.             Pierce, Nicole  

2,574.             Pierson, John  

2,575.             Pietrantonio, Dana  

2,576.             Pietrowski, Francis  
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2,577.             Pietrucha, Peter  

2,578.             Pikus, Charles  

2,579.             Pilone, William  

2,580.             Pinello, Alfred  

2,581.             Pinto, Teresa  

2,582.             Piontek, Steven  

2,583.             Piotrowski, Pawel  

2,584.             Piro, Christina  

2,585.             Piro, Christopher  

2,586.             Pirone, Thomas  

2,587.             Pirrello, Jr., Lou  

2,588.             Pirrello, Lou  

2,589.             Piscopo, Al  

2,590.             Pistilli, Joseph  

2,591.             Piszar, Janet  

2,592.             Pittet, Barbara  

2,593.             Planthaber, Richard   

2,594.             Plath, Robert  

2,595.             Pluck, Thomas  

2,596.             Plummer, Ty  

2,597.             Polenerg, Amy  

2,598.             Polk, John  
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2,599.             Pollard, Craig  

2,600.             Pomerantz, Solomon  

2,601.             Pontecorvo, Maureen  

2,602.             Pontier, Peter  

2,603.             Poppe, Shawn, Double V Rod & Gun Club 

2,604.             Porcelli, Maureen  

2,605.             Pordy, Ronald  

2,606.             Porter, Michael  

2,607.             Porter, Patricia  

2,608.             Porter, Sally  

2,609.             Posch, Robert  

2,610.             Post, George  

2,611.             Potten, Kyle   

2,612.             Povalski, Ray  

2,613.             Powell, Justin  

2,614.             Prager, Richie  

2,615.             Pratt, Mary Ellen  

2,616.             Pratts, Jose  

2,617.             Prefach, Travis  

2,618.             Preisendanz, James  

2,619.             Prekel, Jessica  

2,620.             Preuss, Richard  
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2,621.             Prevoznak, Carol  

2,622.             Prevoznak, Carolyn  

2,623.             Preziosi, Steve  

2,624.             Pribell, Samuel  

2,625.             Prince, Martin  

2,626.             Privetera, Anthony   

2,627.             Procaccini, Jeffrey  

2,628.             Proctor, Earl  

2,629.             Proctor, Pamela  

2,630.             Proietti, Maria  

2,631.             Proietto, Matteo  

2,632.             Proitti, Maria  

2,633.             Provenzale, John  

2,634.             Prowse, Jae  

2,635.             Prudden, Brian  

2,636.             Pruzan, Helen  

2,637.             Puccio, Marie  

2,638.             Pugliese, Carl  

2,639.             Puglis, Frank  

2,640.             Puglisi, Josephine  

2,641.             Pukatsch, Geriann  

2,642.             Puleo, Loretta  
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2,643.             Purtill, Julia  

2,644.             Pustizzi, Nicholas  

2,645.             Putera, Paul  

2,646.             Putnam, Quinten  

2,647.             Puttre, Kara  

2,648.             Puzio, Piotr   

2,649.             Pye, Albert  

2,650.             Quigley, Barbara  

2,651.             Quilty, Susan  

2,652.             Quinn, James   

2,653.             Quinn, Stephen  

2,654.             Quinn, William   

2,655.             Quint, Ncole  

2,656.             Quispe Romero, Daniel D.  

2,657.             Rabinowitz, Rebecca  

2,658.             Racanati, Agostino  

2,659.             Raff, Keith  

2,660.             Rafferty, Patrick J.  

2,661.             Rafferty, Raymond  

2,662.             Rago, Jake  

2,663.             Rago, Jessica  

2,664.             Rago, Lenny  
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2,665.             Rago, Nicole  

2,666.             Rago, Stephano  

2,667.             Rago, Timothy  

2,668.             Raimondi, John, Fin Fur & Feather Club 

2,669.             Rainiero, John  

2,670.             Rainone, Meghan  

2,671.             Ramirez, Damian  

2,672.             Ramos, Paul  

2,673.             Ramos-Busot, Anjuli, Sierra Club New Jersey Chapter, Director 

2,674.             Rank, Donald  

2,675.             Ransiear, Charles  

2,676.             Ransiear, Charles   

2,677.             Raposo, Rosanne  

2,678.             Rapp, Susan  

2,679.             Rasimowicz, Barry   

2,680.             Rasimowicz, Steven  

2,681.             Rathjens, Peter  

2,682.             Ratliff, Ruth  

2,683.             Ratti, Eugene  

2,684.             Rausch, William Rausch  

2,685.             Rawson, George  

2,686.             Raymaker, Norrice  
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2,687.             Redler, Scott  

2,688.             Reed, Sean  

2,689.             Reedell, Ryan  

2,690.             Reese, Thomas  

2,691.             Regan, Laura  

2,692.             Regenburgh, Robin  

2,693.             Reger, Michael   

2,694.             Reicher, Nicole  

2,695.             Reichman, Edward  

2,696.             Reid, James  

2,697.             Reilly, Mark  

2,698.             Reilly, Mike  

2,699.             Reina, Christopher  

2,700.             Reinford, Quentin  

2,701.             Reinhardt, Steven   

2,702.             Reisner, Ronald   

2,703.             Reissmann, Alan  

2,704.             Reissmann, Michele  

2,705.             Reitmeyer, Robert  

2,706.             Reitz, Barbara  

2,707.             Rello, John  

2,708.             Remmig, Leo   



NOTE: THIS IS A COURTESY COPY OF THIS RULE ADOPTION. THE OFFICIAL 

VERSION WILL BE PUBLISHED IN THE OCTOBER 2, 2023 NEW JERSEY REGISTER. 

SHOULD THERE BE ANY DISCREPANCIES BETWEEN THIS TEXT AND THE 

OFFICIAL VERSION OF THE ADOPTION, THE OFFICIAL VERSION WILL GOVERN. 
 

128 
 

2,709.             Rempusheski, Michael  

2,710.             Resnick-Cortes, Cheryl  

2,711.             Ressa, Bailey  

2,712.             Ressler, Sophia, Center for Biological Diversity 

2,713.             Revesz, Bruce  

2,714.             Revesz, Mrs. Bruce  

2,715.             Reynolds, Dean  

2,716.             Rhee, Hyon Ju  

2,717.             Rhinehardt, Quitman  

2,718.             Rhinier, Jesse  

2,719.             Ribagorda, Sarah  

2,720.             Ribinski, Barbara  

2,721.             Riccardi, Kim  

2,722.             Ricciardi, Chris   

2,723.             Ricciardi, Lori  

2,724.             Rice, Carolyn  

2,725.             Richards, James  

2,726.             Richards, Lara  

2,727.             Richards, Oakley  

2,728.             Richards, Phil  

2,729.             Richardson, Marlana  

2,730.             Richkus, John  
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2,731.             Richman, Dorene  

2,732.             Richman, Ron  

2,733.             Richmond, Charles   

2,734.             Ridgway, Patti Ann  

2,735.             Riela, Michael  

2,736.             Riello, Matteo  

2,737.             Riether, Mark  

2,738.             Rifkind, Maureen  

2,739.             Rigney, J.  

2,740.             Rinaldi, Anthony  

2,741.             Rinear, Charles  

2,742.             Rinear, Paul  

2,743.             Riotto, Joel  

2,744.             Riotto, John  

2,745.             Ristevski, Steve  

2,746.             Rittenhouse, Nancy  

2,747.             Rivard, Nicole, Friends of Animals 

2,748.             Rivas, Mary  

2,749.             Rivera Earl, Christina  

2,750.             Rivera Jr., Raymond  

2,751.             Rivera, Joyce  

2,752.             Rivera, Julio F.  



NOTE: THIS IS A COURTESY COPY OF THIS RULE ADOPTION. THE OFFICIAL 

VERSION WILL BE PUBLISHED IN THE OCTOBER 2, 2023 NEW JERSEY REGISTER. 

SHOULD THERE BE ANY DISCREPANCIES BETWEEN THIS TEXT AND THE 

OFFICIAL VERSION OF THE ADOPTION, THE OFFICIAL VERSION WILL GOVERN. 
 

130 
 

2,753.             Rivera, Michael  

2,754.             Rizzo-Wittlin, Deborah  

2,755.             Roback, Kevin  

2,756.             Roberts, Anne  

2,757.             Robertson, Andrew  

2,758.             Robertson, Dana  

2,759.             Robinson, Alanna  

2,760.             Robinson, John  

2,761.             Robinson, Lukas  

2,762.             Roca Enrich, Albert  

2,763.             Roca, Sandra  

2,764.             Roche, Jerry  

2,765.             Roche, John  

2,766.             Rockel, Simon  

2,767.             Rocktoff, John  

2,768.             Rockwell, Scott  

2,769.             Rodenbaugh, Frank   

2,770.             Rodriguez, Ana  

2,771.             Rodriguez, Angela  

2,772.             Rodriguez, Anthony  

2,773.             Rodriguez, Daniel  

2,774.             Rodriguez, Maria  
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2,775.             Rodriguez, Michael  

2,776.             Rogalo, John, New Jersey State Federation of Sportmen's Clubs, NJ 

Outdoor Alliance 

2,777.             Rogalo, Mark  

2,778.             Rogers, Anne  

2,779.             Rogers, Janice   

2,780.             Rohllf, Ed  

2,781.             Rohn, Diane  

2,782.             Rolfs, Donald  

2,783.             Rollo, Jim  

2,784.             Roman, Mike   

2,785.             Roman, Sharon   

2,786.             Romani, Monica  

2,787.             Romano, Martha  

2,788.             Romano, Victoria  

2,789.             Romanowski, Linda  

2,790.             Romanski, Leonard  

2,791.             Romanski, Paula  

2,792.             Romea, David  

2,793.             Romero, Deborah  

2,794.             Ronan, Michele  

2,795.             Ronda, Tara  
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2,796.             Rosa, Brian  

2,797.             Rosales, Oliver  

2,798.             Roscoe, C.  

2,799.             Rose, Cameron   

2,800.             Rose, Sharon  

2,801.             Rosenberg, Sheryl  

2,802.             Rosinola, Anita  

2,803.             Ross, John  

2,804.             Rossi, Mike  

2,805.             Rossi, Stephanie  

2,806.             Rossin, Linda  

2,807.             Rosson, Kathleen  

2,808.             Rothey, Dale  

2,809.             Rothwell, James   

2,810.             Rotonda, Ronn  

2,811.             Roycraft, M.H.  

2,812.             Rubin, Marc  

2,813.             Ruby, Patricia  

2,814.             Ruddiman, Patrick   

2,815.             Ruderman, Paul  

2,816.             Rudin, Arlene  

2,817.             Rudin, Rabbi Moshe  
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2,818.             Rudy, John  

2,819.             Ruffed Grouse Society   

2,820.             Ruffino, Anthony  

2,821.             Ruiz, Lenard  

2,822.             Rulis, Joe  

2,823.             Rumelhart, Donna  

2,824.             Rupinski, Steve  

2,825.             Ruppel, Bruce  

2,826.             Ruppert, David  

2,827.             Rurka, Gene  

2,828.             Rusak, Walter  

2,829.             Ruschak, Iren  

2,830.             Rush, Robert  

2,831.             Rusnak, Kevin  

2,833.             Russell Sr., William  

2,832.             Russell, James  

2,834.             Russick, Eileen  

2,835.             Russo, Frank  

2,836.             Russo, John  

2,837.             Russo, Marni  

2,838.             Russo, Sammi  

2,839.             Russo, Vincent   
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2,840.             Ryan, Anastasia  

2,841.             Ryan, Beverly  

2,842.             Ryan, Gerald  

2,843.             Ryan, Matthew   

2,844.             Rzomp, Bill  

2,845.             S., Karen  

2,846.             S., Samara  

2,847.             Sabia, Karen   

2,848.             Sabia, Melissa   

2,849.             Sabia, Michael   

2,850.             Sabia, Thomas  

2,851.             Sabia, Thomas  

2,852.             Sacco, Julie  

2,853.             Sacco, Vito  

2,854.             Sachau, Barbara  

2,855.             Sacks, Frederick  

2,856.             Sacks, Karen  

2,857.             Sadighi, Lisa  

2,858.             Sadowski, Rich  

2,859.             Saillen, Laura  

2,860.             Sailliard, Joan  

2,861.             Sakowski, Steven  
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2,862.             Salavarria, Linda  

2,863.             Saley, Tom N.  

2,864.             Saliba, Nicholas  

2,865.             Salisbury, Travis  

2,866.             Salstrom, Grant  

2,867.             Salvati, Nancy  

2,868.             Salvato, Frank  

2,869.             Salvatore, John  

2,870.             Salvemini, Erica  

2,871.             Salvo, Lori  

2,872.             Salzy, Scou  

2,873.             Samanns, Nicholas  

2,874.             Sami, John   

2,875.             Sammis, Gordon  

2,876.             Sanchez, Helen  

2,877.             Sandak, Tanya  

2,878.             Sanders, Brian  

2,879.             Sandritter, Ann  

2,880.             Saner, Nicholas  

2,881.             Sanfilippo, Cara  

2,882.             Sanfilippo, Cara  

2,883.             Sanfilippo, Carol  
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2,884.             Sanford, Michele  

2,885.             Sansone, Leanore  

2,886.             Santagata, Denise  

2,887.             Santasiero, Ralph  

2,888.             Santmann, Janet  

2,889.             Santora, Robert, Anglers and Hunters Association (AHA), President 

2,890.             Santos, Marcos  

2,891.             Sapp, David   

2,892.             Sarinelli, Raymond  

2,893.             Sauder, David  

2,894.             Sauder, David  

2,895.             Saunders, Elizabeth  

2,896.             Savitskie, Marissa  

2,897.             Savko, Thomas  

2,898.             Sayres, Kelli  

2,899.             Scalise, Len  

2,900.             Scanlon, William  

2,901.             Scannell, Timothy   

2,902.             Scarano, Wayne  

2,903.             Scaturo, Carl  

2,904.             Schaaf, Shannon  

2,905.             Schade, Corey  
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2,906.             Schaefer, George  

2,907.             Schaeffer, Christine  

2,908.             Schafer, Helen  

2,909.             Schaible, Vincent  

2,910.             Schalhoub, Jennifer  

2,911.             Schanzer, Andria  

2,912.             Schaper, William  

2,913.             Scharf, Joel  

2,914.             Scharin, Ann  

2,915.             Scharin, Lisa  

2,916.             Schaub, Steven  

2,917.             Schaumburg, Barbara  

2,918.             Scheid, Jonathan   

2,919.             Schepis, Debbie  

2,920.             Schiener, Maureen  

2,921.             Schiff, Tyler  

2,922.             Schletty, Alexis  

2,923.             Schlittler, Kyle  

2,924.             Schloicka, Timothy   

2,925.             Schmidler, Susan  

2,926.             Schmidt, Richard  

2,927.             Schmidt, Robin  
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2,928.             Schmitt, Todd  

2,929.             Schneider, Gregory  

2,930.             Schneider, Keith  

2,931.             Schneider, Susan  

2,932.             Schneller, Douglas  

2,933.             Schoch, John  

2,934.             Schorno, Jesse  

2,935.             Schott, Louis   

2,936.             Schrader, Claudia  

2,937.             Schroeder, Kurt  

2,938.             Schroeder, Linda  

2,939.             Schultheis, Timothy  

2,940.             Schultz, Joe  

2,941.             Schuster, Robert  

2,942.             Schwalm, Bob  

2,943.             Schwartz, Elizabeth  

2,944.             Schwartz, Jay  

2,945.             Schwarz, Louis  

2,946.             Schwarzwalder, Lisa  

2,947.             Schweinler, Bonnie  

2,948.             Schweitzer, Andrew   

2,949.             Schweizer, Michael  
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2,950.             Sciacca, Vivian  

2,951.             Sciorsci, Lucia  

2,952.             Scirica, Daniel   

2,953.             Scofield, Jason   

2,954.             Scoville, P.  

2,955.             Scriffignano, Joseph  

2,956.             Scrivener, Connor   

2,957.             Scully, Aloysius   

2,958.             Seccia, Roger  

2,959.             Sedicino, Dominic   

2,960.             Seelwy, Brian  

2,961.             Segada, Timothy  

2,962.             Segaria, Joseph   

2,963.             Seitz, Scott  

2,964.             Sellers, Trevor  

2,965.             Sellitto, Scott  

2,966.             Selman, Carol  

2,967.             Seman, Linda  

2,968.             Semanek, Jason  

2,969.             Semanek, Lois  

2,970.             Semiao, Fernando  

2,971.             Sena, Anthony   
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2,972.             Sennick, Adam, New Jersey State Federation of Sportsmen's Clubs, Ocean 

County 

2,973.             Sennick, John  

2,974.             Senoff, Hunter  

2,975.             Sepede, Mary  

2,976.             Sequeira, Carlos  

2,977.             Serlenga, Dan  

2,978.             Sette, Irene  

2,979.             Severs, Wendy  

2,980.             Seymour, Chad  

2,981.             Seymour, Wendy  

2,982.             Shaffer, David  

2,983.             Shaffer, Jessica  

2,984.             Shaffer, Meike  

2,985.             Shafto, Todd  

2,986.             Shah, Sheetal  

2,987.             Shallo, Nicolas  

2,988.             Shapiro, Marsha  

2,989.             Sharin, Lisa  

2,990.             Sharma, Binnie  

2,991.             Sharo III, Michael  

2,992.             Shaw, Mary Ellen  
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2,993.             Shea, Carmen  

2,994.             Shea, Jennifer  

2,995.             Shea, Richard  

2,996.             Sheehan, James, Safari Club International, DSC 

2,997.             Sheehan, Tina  

2,998.             Sheehy, Edward  

2,999.             Shelton, Jeffrey   

3,000.             Shennard, Demnis, United Bowhunters of NJ and CJLH 

3,001.             Sheppard, Edward, Mauricetown Gun Club 

3,002.             Sherksnas, Joanna  

3,003.             Sherksnas, Rita  

3,004.             Shevchuk, Jeff  

3,005.             Sheykman, Irene  

3,006.             Shields, Lisa  

3,007.             Shields, Roberta  

3,008.             Shields, Victoria  

3,009.             Shimp, Elizabeth  

3,010.             Shipe, Kevin  

3,011.             Shipe, Stephanie  

3,012.             Shirey, Ronald, Safari Club International  

3,013.             Short, Carol  

3,014.             Shumard III, James  
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3,015.             Sickel, Robert  

3,016.             Sickinger, Anthony  

3,017.             Sicko, Ken  

3,018.             Sicovitch, Ryan  

3,019.             Sides, Martha  

3,020.             Sidoti, Lisa  

3,021.             Sieber, Steve  

3,022.             Siegel, Linda  

3,023.             Siegel, Mark  

3,024.             Siepert, Joseph   

3,025.             Siery, Robert  

3,026.             Sigman, Kevin  

3,027.             Sikand, Vikram  

3,028.             Silver, Glenn  

3,029.             Silverio, John  

3,030.             Silvert, C.  

3,031.             Simcoe, Tyler  

3,032.             Simister, Karen  

3,033.             Simmons, Brenda  

3,034.             Simmons, Wayne   

3,035.             Simone, Landi  

3,036.             Simonelli, Matt  
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3,037.             Sinatra, Michael  

3,038.             Singer, Maurene  

3,039.             Singh, Vandana  

3,040.             Sirico, Vin  

3,041.             Sirota, Carol  

3,042.             Skalaski Jr., Richard  

3,043.             Skewes, Richard  

3,044.             Skillen, James  

3,045.             Skillman, William   

3,046.             Skinner, Gary  

3,047.             Skoglund, Lisa  

3,048.             Skolimowski, Michael  

3,049.             Skovronek, Herbert  

3,050.             Skuthan, Larisa  

3,051.             Slater, Daniel   

3,052.             Slauson, Ceil  

3,053.             Slawski, Cindy  

3,054.             Slawson, Jessica  

3,055.             Sliker, Chuck  

3,056.             Slomian, Joey  

3,057.             Slovinsky, Stephanie  

3,058.             Slowata, Deborah  
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3,059.             Slutskaya, Tatyana  

3,060.             Smalley, Chet  

3,061.             Smalley, Kris  

3,062.             Smaragdas, Christopher  

3,063.             Smargiassi, Michael  

3,064.             Smart, Kathleen  

3,065.             Smigelski, Matthew  

3,066.             Smigielski, Mark  

3,067.             Smigielski, Robert  

3,068.             Smiley, Devra  

3,069.             Smith III, Arthur  

3,070.             Smith, Adam  

3,071.             Smith, Carol  

3,072.             Smith, Cheryl  

3,073.             Smith, Christopher  

3,074.             Smith, Doreen  

3,075.             Smith, Douglas   

3,076.             Smith, Jennifer  

3,077.             Smith, Mark  

3,078.             Smith, Roger  

3,079.             Smith, Scott  

3,080.             Smith, Sean  
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3,081.             Smith, Shawn   

3,082.             Smith, Steven   

3,083.             Smith, Vivian  

3,084.             Smulewicz, Ann  

3,085.             Snape, Kurt   

3,086.             Snope, David  

3,087.             Snow, Irv  

3,088.             Snyder, Ryan  

3,089.             Soares, Peter  

3,090.             Sodano, Susan  

3,091.             Soens, Sara  

3,092.             Sokan, Rich  

3,093.             Sokol, Lori  

3,094.             Solem, Barbara  

3,095.             Soltes, Andrew  

3,096.             Soltes, Andrew  

3,097.             Soltes, Matt  

3,098.             Soltes, Tyler  

3,099.             Sommers, Russell  

3,100.             Son, Soeun  

3,101.             Soondar, Stephanie  

3,102.             Soper, Fred  
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3,103.             Soper, John  

3,104.             Soroka-Dunn, Cynthia  

3,105.             Sorrentino, Laura  

3,106.             Sosnovik, Luke  

3,107.             Sottile, Patricia  

3,108.             Sottman, Robin  

3,109.             Sousie, Marty  

3,110.             Southard, Floyd  

3,111.             Spadel, William  

3,112.             Spahr, William  

3,113.             Spangenberg, Bonnie  

3,114.             Spargo, Ezra  

3,115.             Sparrer, Frank  

3,116.             Sparta, Mark  

3,117.             Speck, Ronald  

3,118.             Spector, Barb  

3,119.             Spell, Ernie, Garden State Power 

3,120.             Sperry, Jon  

3,121.             Speth, Tyler   

3,122.             Spiegel, Kimberly  

3,123.             Spiegleman, Nancy  

3,124.             Spinks, Chris  
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3,125.             Spinks, Edward  

3,126.             Spizziri, Francis  

3,127.             Spotnitz, Arlene  

3,128.             Spoto, Jack  

3,129.             Spremulli, Sandra  

3,130.             Spring, Karen  

3,131.             Springer, Bronwyn  

3,132.             Springer, Steven  

3,133.             Squillante, Leigh  

3,134.             Squire, Laurie  

3,135.             Stabile, Mary  

3,136.             Stabile, Mike  

3,137.             Stabile, Tony  

3,138.             Stalter, Brian  

3,139.             Stanek, Patrick  

3,140.             Stankiewicz, John  

3,141.             Stanley, Michael  

3,142.             Stasiulewicz, Michael  

3,143.             Staykov, Carissa  

3,144.             Stecki, Stephen   

3,145.             Steckley, David  

3,146.             Steele, Richard  



NOTE: THIS IS A COURTESY COPY OF THIS RULE ADOPTION. THE OFFICIAL 

VERSION WILL BE PUBLISHED IN THE OCTOBER 2, 2023 NEW JERSEY REGISTER. 

SHOULD THERE BE ANY DISCREPANCIES BETWEEN THIS TEXT AND THE 

OFFICIAL VERSION OF THE ADOPTION, THE OFFICIAL VERSION WILL GOVERN. 
 

148 
 

3,147.             Stefany, Scott  

3,148.             Stein, David  

3,149.             Stein, Nathan  

3,150.             Stein, Wade, New Jersey State Federation of Sportsmen's Clubs, President 

3,151.             Steiner, Sarah  

3,152.             Steinhacker, Annabelle  

3,153.             Steinman, Tammy  

3,154.             Stenson, Karen  

3,155.             Stephany, Justin  

3,156.             Stephens, Joan  

3,157.             Sterling, Jennifer  

3,158.             Stern, Candice  

3,159.             Stern, Melissa  

3,160.             Sternberg, Elyse  

3,161.             Stetser, Jason   

3,162.             Stevens, Andrew  

3,163.             Stevens, Larry   

3,164.             Stevens, Nicole  

3,165.             Stewart, David  

3,166.             Stewart, Linda  

3,167.             Stewart, Lois  

3,168.             Stewart, Mary  



NOTE: THIS IS A COURTESY COPY OF THIS RULE ADOPTION. THE OFFICIAL 

VERSION WILL BE PUBLISHED IN THE OCTOBER 2, 2023 NEW JERSEY REGISTER. 

SHOULD THERE BE ANY DISCREPANCIES BETWEEN THIS TEXT AND THE 

OFFICIAL VERSION OF THE ADOPTION, THE OFFICIAL VERSION WILL GOVERN. 
 

149 
 

3,169.             Stewart, Sarah  

3,170.             Stickle, Ryan  

3,171.             Stierli, Dorothea  

3,172.             Stierli, Shelley  

3,173.             Stingi, Catherine  

3,174.             Stock, Wendy  

3,175.             Stokes, Thomas  

3,176.             Stollery, Richard  

3,177.             Stollman, Leslie  

3,178.             Stolzenberg, Nicholas  

3,179.             Stopa, Jonathan   

3,180.             Stopfer, Dan  

3,181.             Storek, Stacey  

3,182.             Stout, Catherine J. 

3,183.             Strausberg, Maura  

3,184.             Strauss, Isabelle  

3,185.             Strobel, Richard, New Jersey State Federation of Sportsmen's Clubs, 

Sussex County 

3,186.             Strom, David   

3,187.             Struz, Andrew   

3,188.             Stuccio, William  

3,189.             Stuebben, Angela  
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3,190.             Stull, Darcy  

3,191.             Stulz, Claudette  

3,192.             Stumpf, Kevin  

3,193.             Stupp, Kevin   

3,194.             Sturla, Michael  

3,195.             Suarez, Ullysses  

3,196.             Suckno, Judy  

3,197.             Sudol, Richard  

3,198.             Suhr, Glen   

3,199.             Sules, Chris  

3,200.             Sullivan, Donna  

3,201.             Sullivan, Elaine  

3,202.             Sullivan, Joy  

3,203.             Summer, Denise  

3,204.             Summerer, Owen  

3,205.             Summitt, Brian  

3,206.             Sunderland, Paul   

3,207.             Sundstrom, Penny  

3,208.             Super, Jimmy  

3,209.             Surman, Denise  

3,210.             Sushko, Jeff  

3,211.             Suslak, S.  
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3,212.             Suter, Janice  

3,213.             Sutton, Jay, NWTF 

3,214.             Sutton, Logan   

3,215.             Sutton, Russell  

3,216.             Sutton, Steve  

3,217.             Suydam, Matthew  

3,218.             Svenson, Alene  

3,219.             Swaffield, Wendi  

3,220.             Swan, Shirley  

3,221.             Swartz, Nicole  

3,222.             Swayne, Marie   

3,223.             Sweeney, Kelly  

3,224.             Sweeney, Shane  

3,225.             Swider, John  

3,226.             Swiontkowski, Nick  

3,227.             Sylvester, Jeanne  

3,228.             Sylvester, Michael, Twin Pine Rod and Gun  

3,229.             Sytsema, William  

3,230.             Sytzko, Victor  

3,231.             Szawaryn, Lorraine  

3,232.             Szpond, Raymond, New Jersey State Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs, 

Union County 
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3,233.             Szuszkowski, Katie  

3,234.             Szymonifka, Michael  

3,235.             T., Ann  

3,236.             Tabak, Ciara  

3,237.             Tabibnia, Alexandria  

3,238.             Tafaro, Stephen  

3,239.             Tait, Rebecca  

3,240.             Tallman, William  

3,241.             Tamasik, Catherine  

3,242.             Tamburro, Marianne  

3,243.             Tanealian, Mary  

3,244.             Taormina, Baldassare  

3,245.             Tappia, Arielle  

3,246.             Tarlowe, Paul  

3,247.             Tarnoski, Scott  

3,248.             Tarnowski, Anthony   

3,249.             Tarr, Valentine  

3,250.             Tascon, Sofia  

3,251.             Tatum, Jody  

3,252.             Tavss, Edward  

3,253.             Taylor, Chris  

3,254.             Taylor, Patty  
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3,255.             Tecza, Scott  

3,256.             Teevan, John  

3,257.             Tefft, Amy  

3,258.             Teitelbaum, Marc  

3,259.             Teixeira, Mario  

3,260.             Telesmanic, James  

3,261.             Telesmsnic, Nicholas   

3,262.             Teodoro, Anastacio  

3,263.             Terhune, John  

3,264.             Teschic, Carolyn  

3,265.             Teske, Stephen  

3,266.             Testa, Jeanne  

3,267.             Tew, Quinn  

3,268.             Theilacker, William  

3,269.             Therien, Tyler  

3,270.             Thoma, Daniel   

3,271.             Thoma, Timothy  

3,272.             Thomas, Deborah  

3,273.             Thomas, Kenneth   

3,274.             Thomas, Mary  

3,275.             Thomas, Meredith  

3,276.             Thomas, Tucker  
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3,277.             Thompson, Jeffry   

3,278.             Thompson, Richard  

3,279.             Thomson, Jacqueline  

3,280.             Thomson, Michael  

3,281.             Thonet, Kathi  

3,282.             Thornton, Gregory  

3,283.             Tice, Allison  

3,284.             Tierney, Leslie  

3,285.             Tierney, Patrick  

3,286.             Tierno, Pete  

3,287.             Tierra, Patricia  

3,288.             Tighe, Michael  

3,289.             Tillman, Barbara  

3,290.             Timpson, Lila  

3,291.             Tirpok, Peter  

3,292.             Tittel, Jeffrey  

3,293.             Titus, Robert  

3,294.             Toal-Flynn, Tara  

3,295.             Todd, Michael  

3,296.             Todd, Sandra  

3,297.             Tomasko, Anne  

3,298.             Tomori, Jim  
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3,299.             Tomsky, Craig  

3,300.             Tongg, Sandra  

3,301.             Tonks, Grace  

3,302.             Tonnesen, Wayne  

3,303.             Topf, Judy  

3,304.             Tordini, Elizabeth  

3,305.             Torkos, Glenn  

3,306.             Tornberg, Brad  

3,307.             Torosdag, Iwona  

3,308.             Torp, Dorie  

3,309.             Torp, Dorrie  

3,310.             Torres, Allison  

3,311.             Torres, Anthony  

3,312.             Torricelli, Robert  

3,313.             Torsiello, Mark  

3,314.             Torsiello, Rocco   

3,315.             Tortora, Christopher   

3,316.             Tortorici, Charles   

3,317.             Toscano, Michael, New Jersey State Federation of Sportsmen's Clubs 

3,318.             Toth, Dale  

3,319.             Toth, Stephen   

3,320.             Townsend, Charlie  
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3,321.             Trafer, Thomas  

3,322.             Trasatti, Vince  

3,323.             Travers, Gary  

3,324.             Travers, Kara  

3,325.             Travis, Michelle  

3,326.             Travis, Roberts  

3,327.             Tremblay, Donald  

3,328.             Trenner, Kathryn  

3,329.             Trepel, Lawrence  

3,330.             Treves, Adrian  

3,331.             Trimarco, Anthony  

3,332.             Trimble, Dan  

3,333.             Trochanowski, Tim  

3,334.             Troi, Dom  

3,335.             Troyanovich, Steve  

3,336.             Trudeau, Priscilla  

3,337.             Trump, Matt  

3,338.             Tryoanovich, Steve  

3,339.             Tsang, Sau  

3,340.             Tuccillo, Joseph  

3,341.             Tucker II, Charles  

3,342.             Tucker, Gabriel  
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3,343.             Tucker, Ronald  

3,344.             Tullman, June  

3,345.             Tummillo, Danny  

3,346.             Turlish, Thomas   

3,347.             Turner, Amy  

3,348.             Turner, Glenn  

3,349.             Turpin, Lois  

3,350.             Tursi, Matthew  

3,351.             Tuttle, Gray  

3,352.             Tyler, Jep  

3,353.             Tyls, Thomas  

3,354.             Tymczyszyn, Elizabeth  

3,355.             Tyminski, Christopher   

3,356.             Ulmer, Michael  

3,357.             Ulrich, Arnold, New Jersey Outdoor Alliance 

3,358.             Umansky, Anna   

3,359.             Underwood, Max  

3,360.             Unick, Marilyn  

3,361.             Urban, Kevin  

3,362.             Usgaonker, Rajdeep  

3,363.             Usinowicz, Victor  

3,364.             Vaccaro, Joseph  
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3,365.             Valdata, Marian  

3,366.             Valderrama, Paola  

3,367.             Valinoti, Raymond  

3,368.             Vallance, John  

3,369.             Vallance, Pam  

3,370.             Vallee, Michelle  

3,371.             Van Duyne, James  

3,372.             Van Duyne, Nina  

3,373.             Van Dyk, Victor   

3,374.             Van Dyke, Jean  

3,375.             Van Grouw, Lane  

3,376.             Van Orden, Chad  

3,377.             Van Orden, Richard  

3,378.             Van Vugt, John  

3,379.             Van Wingerden, Leonard  

3,380.             Vandenbroek, Marc  

3,381.             Vanderberg, Peter  

3,382.             Vandergrift, Kevin  

3,383.             VanFleet, James  

3,384.             VanHouten, Brian  

3,385.             VanKluyve, Dolores  

3,386.             VanKluyve, Lori  
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3,387.             Vanleeuwen, Suzanne  

3,388.             VanLiew, Jeffrey  

3,389.             Vannatta, Donna  

3,390.             VanOrden, Joseph  

3,391.             Varga, Jonathan  

3,392.             Vargo, Mark  

3,393.             Varin, Nancy  

3,394.             Varkey, David  

3,395.             Varma, Rashmi  

3,396.             Varon, Danielle  

3,397.             Vasquez, Katherine  

3,398.             Vassallo, Andrew   

3,399.             Vassey, Virginia  

3,400.             Vazquez, Carlos  

3,401.             Vazquez, Jorge  

3,402.             Veasey, Thomas  

3,403.             Veldof, William   

3,404.             Velie, Horace  

3,405.             Veliky, Stephen   

3,406.             Vellucci, Lou  

3,407.             Vellucci, Michael  

3,408.             Veniero, John  
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3,409.             Ventola, Georgeann  

3,410.             Veralli, Robert  

3,411.             Verbeke, Steven  

3,412.             Verducci, Thomas   

3,413.             Verenicin-Chan, Tatiana  

3,414.             Verhage, Michael   

3,415.             Vero, Joanne  

3,416.             Vero, Nick  

3,417.             Verrochi, Thomas   

3,418.             Vieira DaPonte, Manuela  

3,419.             Viens, Brandon  

3,420.             Vignola, Steve   

3,421.             Vince, Daniel  

3,422.             Vince, Shane  

3,423.             Vinch, Melissa  

3,424.             Virbickas, Allee  

3,425.             Visioli, Lori  

3,426.             Visznevski, Robert  

3,427.             Vitale, Samantha  

3,428.             Vittorini, Brad  

3,429.             Vitulle, Robin  

3,430.             Vlachostamatis, Filippos  
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3,431.             Vlachostamatis, Michele  

3,432.             Vohden, Cedric  

3,433.             Voiro, Vincent  

3,434.             Voitko Evans, Nancy  

3,435.             Volpitto, Karen  

3,436.             Voltz, Thomas  

3,437.             Von Suskil, Robert, State Waterfowl Stamp Committee, Chair 

3,438.             Vough, David   

3,439.             Wade, Earl  

3,440.             Wade, Elizabeth  

3,441.             Waer, Joshua  

3,442.             Wagner, Christine  

3,443.             Wagner, Daniel   

3,444.             Wagner, Donna  

3,445.             Wagner, Scott  

3,446.             Wagner-Westbrook, Bonnie  

3,447.             Walczak, Arthur, Bay View Rod and Gun Club  

3,448.             Walczyk, Elena  

3,449.             Walder, Stacey  

3,450.             Waldron, Griffin  

3,451.             Waliky, Donna  

3,452.             Walker, Donald  
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3,453.             Walker, John  

3,454.             Walker, Robert  

3,455.             Wallace, Chad  

3,456.             Wallace, Christine  

3,457.             Wallace, Linda  

3,458.             Wallis, Doug  

3,459.             Wallis, Gail  

3,460.             Walsh, Caroyln  

3,461.             Walsh, James  

3,462.             Walsh, John  

3,463.             Walsh, Mike   

3,464.             Walsh, Thomas, New Jersey State Federation of Sportsmen's Clubs, 

Burlington County 

3,465.             Walter, Michael  

3,466.             Waltzer, Mark  

3,467.             Ward, Michael  

3,468.             Ward, Salome  

3,469.             Warde, Rita  

3,470.             Warford, Ryan  

3,471.             Warner, Dawn  

3,472.             Warner, Sally  

3,473.             Warner, Thomas  
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3,474.             Warnock, John  

3,475.             Warren, Aaron  

3,476.             Warrington, John  

3,477.             Washam, Candace  

3,478.             Washam, John  

3,479.             Washam, Kim  

3,480.             Washam, Tiffany  

3,481.             Watkins, Robert  

3,482.             Watt, Celeste  

3,483.             Way, John   

3,484.             Way, Sandra  

3,485.             Webb, Anne  

3,486.             Webber, Maryann  

3,487.             Weber, Julius  

3,488.             Weber, Marissa  

3,489.             Weber, Susan  

3,490.             Weber, Zorina  

3,491.             Weckesser, Justin  

3,492.             Wei, Kimi  

3,493.             Weiford, Rebecca  

3,494.             Weimann, Barbara  

3,495.             Weiner, Sharon  
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3,496.             Weir, Bill  

3,497.             Weir, David  

3,498.             Weir, William   

3,499.             Weisfeld, Rosa  

3,500.             Weisneck, Michael  

3,501.             Weiss, Helene  

3,502.             Weiss, Jolene  

3,503.             Weiss, Marc  

3,504.             Weiss, Nicholas, NWTF 

3,505.             Weisse, Kathy  

3,506.             Weller, Charles  

3,507.             Welte, Joan  

3,508.             Wengenroth, Richard  

3,509.             Wengren, Ed  

3,510.             Werner, Gail  

3,511.             Werner, Ron  

3,512.             West, LaShell  

3,513.             Wethington, William  

3,514.             Wexler, Shari  

3,515.             Whaley, Richard  

3,516.             Wheeler, Robert, Cranford Rod & Gun Club  

3,517.             White, Allen  
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3,518.             White, Brian  

3,519.             White, Brian  

3,520.             White, Corinne  

3,521.             White, Corinne B.  

3,522.             White, William  

3,523.             Whitehead, Daniel  

3,524.             Whitener, Dr. Scott  

3,525.             Whitlam, Elizabeth  

3,526.             Whitmore, Corey   

3,527.             Whittaker, Mike  

3,528.             Whitworth, John  

3,529.             Widmann, Joan  

3,530.             Wietsma, Christian  

3,531.             Wigfall, Kendall  

3,532.             Wiggins, Ronald E.  

3,533.             Wilcken, Wayne  

3,534.             Wilcox, Barbara  

3,535.             Wilhelm, Ana  

3,536.             Wilk, Justin  

3,537.             Wilke, Beverly  

3,538.             Willems, Lourdes  

3,539.             Williams, Bob  
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3,540.             Williams, Jeanine  

3,541.             Williams, Leandra  

3,542.             Williamson, Deborah  

3,543.             Williamson, Kathryn  

3,544.             Williamson, Patricia  

3,545.             Williamson, Stanley   

3,546.             Wilson, Dustin  

3,547.             Wilson, Jessica  

3,548.             Wilson, Robert  

3,549.             Windas, Loretta  

3,550.             Windish, Robert  

3,551.             Winemiller, Michael  

3,552.             Winitsky, Regina  

3,553.             Winkler, Will  

3,554.             Winot, Brian  

3,555.             Winston, Sam  

3,556.             Winters, Angela  

3,557.             Wisniewski, Jeffrey  

3,558.             Wisniewski, John  

3,559.             Wistuba Jr., Frederick  

3,560.             Wistuba, Charles  

3,561.             Wittkowski, Donald  
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3,562.             Wizner, Adrian  

3,563.             Wizner, Jason   

3,564.             Wojnar, Louise Hall  

3,565.             Wojtowicz, Andrew  

3,566.             Wolf, Alan  

3,567.             Wolf, Albert  

3,568.             Wolf, Joseph   

3,569.             Wolf, Todd  

3,570.             Wolf, Wisteria  

3,571.             Wolff, Carol  

3,572.             Wolfschmidt, Michael  

3,573.             Wong, Ida  

3,574.             Wong, Nicholas  

3,575.             Wood, Stephanie  

3,576.             Woodin, Signe  

3,577.             Woolverton, Terry  

3,578.             Wozunk II, Harry  

3,579.             Wren, Jeffrey, New Jersey State Federation of Sportsmen's Clubs, 

Middlesex County 

3,580.             Wright, Christopher  

3,581.             Wright, Sarah  

3,582.             Wright, Sylwia  
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3,583.             Wydrzynski, Carl  

3,584.             Wynn, Scott   

3,585.             Wysocki, Janet  

3,586.             Yandach, Mark  

3,587.             Yanuzzelli, Nick  

3,588.             Yarlaski, Dan  

3,589.             Yasgur, Eleanor  

3,590.             Yehlr, Keith  

3,591.             Yenkinson, Harvey  

3,592.             Yermak, Iris Patty  

3,593.             Yermal, Tony  

3,594.             Yetman, Danny  

3,595.             Yoe, CK  

3,596.             Young, Ann   

3,597.             Youngblood, Joseph  

3,598.             Youngs, Gary   

3,599.             Yvinskas, Katherine  

3,600.             Zadlock, Russell  

3,601.             Zagada, Lou  

3,602.             Zakrewsky, Stephen  

3,603.             Zaleski, Michael  

3,604.             Zamecki, Kinga  
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3,605.             Zamel, Pamela  

3,606.             Zampini, John  

3,607.             Zane, Mary  

3,608.             Zarate, Gino M.  

3,609.             Zarcone, Jennifer  

3,610.             Zaremba, Edward  

3,611.             Zarych, Anthony   

3,612.             Zawisha, Pete  

3,613.             Zayat, Arthur  

3,614.             Zayatz, TN  

3,615.             Zdepski, David  

3,616.             Zdravkovic, Elvira  

3,617.             Zecchino, Elsie  

3,618.             Zelinski, Dawn  

3,619.             Zellars, Charles  

3,620.             Zenorini, Robert  

3,621.             Zeveney, Stanley   

3,622.             Zevoteck, Michael  

3,623.             Ziegenbusch, Brett   

3,624.             Ziegenfuss Jr., Winfield  

3,625.             Ziegenfuss, Brian   

3,626.             Ziegler, Mark  
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3,627.             Zielinski, Brian  

3,628.             Zjawiony, Joe  

3,629.             Zmuda, Sebastian  

3,630.             Zomer, Tamir  

3,631.             Zsoldos, Donna  

3,632.             Zuaro, Laurie  

3,633.             Zueva, Natalya  

3,634.             Zweig, Joe  

3,635.             Zweig, Joseph   

3,636.             Zwigard, Lynn  

3,637.             Zylstra, James 

3,638.  The following 4,856 individuals sent a preprinted postcard opposing the 

prior emergency adoption, as well as the concurrent notice of proposal in their entirety. 

These commenters also supported “nonlethal black bear management which keeps bears 

away from unnatural food sources, lowers complaints and incidents, and further reduces 

the black bear fertility rate.” 
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Agnausdottir, Heba Soley 
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Akers, Susan 
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Alansky, Trard 

Albanese, Kathy 
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Albright, Shymeer 
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Alexis, Tatiana 



NOTE: THIS IS A COURTESY COPY OF THIS RULE ADOPTION. THE OFFICIAL 

VERSION WILL BE PUBLISHED IN THE OCTOBER 2, 2023 NEW JERSEY REGISTER. 

SHOULD THERE BE ANY DISCREPANCIES BETWEEN THIS TEXT AND THE 

OFFICIAL VERSION OF THE ADOPTION, THE OFFICIAL VERSION WILL GOVERN. 
 

174 
 

Alfano, Mireille 

Allanayake, Thilma 

Allehonder, Jennifer 

Allen, Dalton 

Allen, Jamie  

Allen, William 

Allen-Gale, Laura  

Allessio, Renee 

Allington, James 

Allington, Jordan 

Allington, Joyce 

Along, Regina 

Alonge, Regina 
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Bergen, Laura 
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Bethan, Celeste 

Beveridge, Bridgette 

Beyer, Mark 
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Biczak, Jessica 
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Bieger, Patrick  

Bigelow, Elaine 
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Biggar, Stephen 

Biggs, Diane 

Bigos, Nancy 

Billetdone, Eileen 

Bilsc, Rachel 
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Bing, Cheryl 

Bingler, Sam  
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Birch, Andrew 

Birch, Kendal 

Birder, Ashley 
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Bishop, Denise 
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Bitcon, Dan 

Bitcon, Vera 

Bivona, Charles 

Black, Francesca 

Blackfeather, Marianne 

Blackwood, Greyce 

Blaess, Vicki 
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Blank, Blank 
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A summary of the comments and the Council’s responses follows; the number(s) in 

parentheses after each comment identifies the respective commenter(s) listed above. 

 

1. COMMENT: The 2022 Comprehensive Black Bear Management Policy is supported 

in its entirety and should be adopted (2, 3, 4, 6, 9, 10, 11, 15, 16, 20, 23, 25, 26, 28, 32, 33, 39, 

43, 45, 46, 48, 49, 50, 52, 58, 61, 67, 82, 84, 97, 103, 107, 108, 111, 118, 120, 125, 126, 128, 

132, 137, 138, 142, 154, 155, 156, 158, 160, 163, 164, 165, 166, 171, 172, 177, 179, 181, 182, 

183, 184, 187, 188, 191, 195, 198, 200, 202, 205, 206, 207, 210, 211, 212, 213, 216, 218, 223, 

229, 235, 236, 238, 241, 242, 244, 245, 248, 250, 252, 253, 254, 256, 257, 260, 262, 266, 267, 
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268, 274, 276, 279, 282, 284, 288, 290, 291, 296, 298, 299, 300, 304, 312, 313, 314, 315, 316, 

320, 324, 325, 327, 331, 332, 343, 346, 347, 350, 354, 356, 365, 374, 376, 377, 380, 382, 383, 

384, 385, 388, 389, 392, 395, 400, 401, 403, 406, 407, 408, 409, 411, 414, 426, 427, 429, 430, 

436, 437, 439, 443, 445, 447, 449, 451, 452, 454, 455, 457, 458, 461, 464, 468, 469, 473, 475, 

479, 480, 482, 484, 485, 486, 488, 489, 494, 495, 496, 497, 500, 501, 502, 503, 504, 505, 507, 

508, 511, 512, 513, 517, 521, 522, 523, 524, 529, 533, 535, 537, 538, 542, 544, 545, 547, 549, 

551, 554, 559, 564, 565, 566, 569, 573, 575, 576, 581, 583, 584, 586, 594, 595, 598, 601, 602, 

604, 605, 608, 610, 615, 617, 618, 619, 621, 622, 623, 629, 630, 635, 636, 637, 638, 639, 650, 

651, 652, 653, 654, 655, 660, 662, 663, 667, 676, 677, 678, 679, 680, 686, 689, 690, 691, 692, 

693, 698, 699, 700, 702, 704, 705, 709, 710, 713, 714, 715, 716, 717, 721, 722, 724, 725, 729, 

731, 736, 741, 744, 746, 747, 749, 750, 752, 756, 758, 761, 762, 763, 764, 766, 767, 768, 770, 

773, 776, 778, 781, 784, 785, 786, 788, 789, 790, 791, 792, 795, 796, 797, 798, 799, 802, 803, 

804, 805, 807, 810, 812, 813, 814, 816, 817, 818, 820, 821, 823, 827, 828, 829, 832, 833, 835, 

836, 839, 840, 843, 844, 847, 848, 850, 852, 856, 857, 860, 863, 868, 871, 872, 876, 881, 883, 

885, 886, 887, 891, 892, 893, 896, 899, 900, 901, 904, 907, 909, 911, 912, 916, 923, 924, 925, 

926, 927, 931, 932, 935, 937, 938, 942, 943, 946, 947, 953, 954, 957, 958, 962, 963, 965, 966, 

967, 969, 972, 973, 974, 975, 979, 980, 981, 982, 983, 984, 985, 986, 989, 990, 991, 993, 996, 

998, 1,002, 1,003, 1,005, 1,010, 1,011, 1,021, 1,022, 1,023, 1,034, 1,036, 1,038, 1,041, 1,044, 

1,046, 1,048, 1,050, 1,055, 1,057, 1,062, 1,063, 1,068, 1,072, 1,075, 1,076, 1,080, 1,082, 1,083, 

1,084, 1,090, 1,091, 1,092, 1,093, 1,096, 1,098, 1,099, 1,102, 1,112, 1,116, 1,117, 1,123, 1,127, 

1,130, 1,138, 1,139, 1,141, 1,143, 1,144, 1,147, 1,151, 1,152, 1,153, 1,154, 1,155, 1,156, 1,158, 

1,159, 1,160, 1,162, 1,163, 1,164, 1,166, 1,167, 1,172, 1,173, 1,174, 1,176, 1,177, 1,180, 1,183, 
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1,184, 1,185, 1,194, 1,197, 1,207, 1,208, 1,210, 1,213, 1,216, 1,217, 1,219, 1,220, 1,222, 1,223, 

1,224, 1,225, 1,228, 1,231, 1,233, 1,234, 1,236, 1,238, 1,239, 1,240, 1,242, 1,243, 1,251, 1,252, 

1,255, 1,257, 1,258, 1,259, 1,261, 1,263, 1,264, 1,266, 1,267, 1,273, 1,277, 1,279, 1,281, 1,295, 

1,296, 1,297, 1,301, 1,302, 1,303, 1,306, 1,308, 1,309, 1,310, 1,318, 1,319, 1,326, 1,327, 1,328, 

1,331, 1,333, 1,336, 1,338, 1,341, 1,343, 1,344, 1,347, 1,349, 1,351, 1,355, 1,357, 1,358, 1,359, 

1,361, 1,367, 1,369, 1,371, 1,374, 1,385, 1,386, 1,388, 1,389, 1,390, 1,391, 1,393, 1,396, 1,397, 

1,399, 1,403, 1,406, 1,407, 1,409, 1,413, 1,414, 1,419, 1,421, 1,422, 1,423, 1,424, 1,429, 1,431, 

1,432, 1,433, 1,436, 1,439, 1,441, 1,443, 1,444, 1,446, 1,447, 1,449, 1,453, 1,455, 1,457, 1,459, 

1,461, 1,462, 1,465, 1,466, 1,467, 1,470, 1,471, 1,474, 1,475, 1,476, 1,478, 1,480, 1,481, 1,482, 

1,484, 1,485, 1,486, 1,489, 1,492, 1,493, 1,494, 1,501, 1,502, 1,503, 1,505, 1,506, 1,510, 1,511, 

1,515, 1,520, 1,532, 1,533, 1,539, 1,543, 1,548, 1,550, 1,553, 1,555, 1,556, 1,560, 1,561, 1,567, 

1,568, 1,569, 1,574, 1,575, 1,576, 1,577, 1,578, 1,583, 1,585, 1,589, 1,593, 1,594, 1,600, 1,601, 

1,604, 1,606, 1,608, 1,610, 1,615, 1,618, 1,619, 1,620, 1,622, 1,624, 1,625, 1,627, 1,628, 1,633, 

1,636, 1,637, 1,638, 1,639, 1,650, 1,651, 1,652, 1,659, 1,661, 1,664, 1,666, 1,667, 1,668, 1,671, 

1,673, 1,674, 1,678, 1,679, 1,680, 1,681, 1,682, 1,683, 1,685, 1,690, 1,692, 1,696, 1,697, 1,699, 

1,700, 1,701, 1,703, 1,704, 1,705, 1,706, 1,707, 1,708, 1,710, 1,714, 1,715, 1,716, 1,717, 1,718, 

1,719, 1,720, 1,721, 1,725, 1,727, 1,728, 1,729, 1,738, 1,739, 1,741, 1,743, 1,744, 1,747, 1,749, 

1,751, 1,756, 1,757, 1,758, 1,760, 1,762, 1,764, 1,765, 1,766, 1,769, 1,770, 1,771, 1,773, 1,774, 

1,775, 1,776, 1,777, 1,779, 1,781, 1,782, 1,783, 1,784, 1,786, 1,789, 1,790, 1,791, 1,792, 1,793, 

1,796, 1,798, 1,799, 1,800, 1,801, 1,802, 1,805, 1,812, 1,813, 1,815, 1,816, 1,820, 1,821, 1,822, 

1,826, 1,827, 1,832, 1,833, 1,834, 1,835, 1,839, 1,843, 1,845, 1,846, 1,853, 1,855, 1,856, 1,858, 

1,866, 1,867, 1,868, 1,872, 1,873, 1,874, 1,876, 1,877, 1,878, 1,879, 1,883, 1,884, 1,886, 1,893, 
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1,897, 1,899, 1,901, 1,902, 1,903, 1,910, 1,911, 1,912, 1,917, 1,918, 1,925, 1,928, 1,933, 1,934, 

1,935, 1,938, 1,939, 1,940, 1,941, 1,942, 1,946, 1,950, 1,951, 1,952, 1,953, 1,954, 1,955, 1,958, 

1,960, 1,964, 1,965, 1,968, 1,970, 1,973, 1,975, 1,976, 1,980, 1,981, 1,983, 1,984, 1,989, 1,990, 

1,994, 1,998, 2,003, 2,005, 2,008, 2,011, 2,016, 2,017, 2,022, 2,026, 2,029, 2,032, 2,034, 2,035, 

2,047, 2,049, 2,050, 2,051, 2,057, 2,058, 2,059, 2,061, 2,063, 2,067, 2,069, 2,070, 2,071, 2,074, 

2,075, 2,077, 2,078, 2,090, 2,093, 2,095, 2,096, 2,099, 2,100, 2,102, 2,103, 2,104, 2,105, 2,106, 

2,107, 2,108, 2,109, 2,110, 2,113, 2,114, 2,116, 2,119, 2,332, 2,122, 2,124, 2,125, 2,126, 2,127, 

2,128, 2,131, 2,134, 2,137, 2,138, 2,139, 2,140, 2,141, 2,143, 2,147, 2,148, 2,152, 2,153, 2,154, 

2,155, 2,157, 2,158, 2,161, 2,164, 2,165, 2,171, 2,176, 2,178, 2,179, 2,184, 2,185, 2,189, 2,190, 

2,191, 2,193, 2,194, 2,195, 2,196, 2,199, 2,200, 2,204, 2,205, 2,206, 2,209, 2,211, 2,213, 2,218, 

2,220, 2,223, 2,224, 2,227, 2,230, 2,235, 2,236, 2,237, 2,238, 2,239, 2,240, 2,244, 2,246, 2,249, 

2,252, 2,255, 2,258, 2,263, 2,264, 2,265, 2,266, 2,269, 2,273, 2,276, 2,278, 2,282, 2,284, 2,285, 

2,286, 2,291, 2,295, 2,297, 2,298, 2,302, 2,303, 2,304, 2,307, 2,309, 2,310, 2,319, 2,321, 2,324, 

2,326, 2,327, 2,329, 2,330, 2,334, 2,335, 2,340, 2,341, 2,342, 2,350, 2,351, 2,352, 2,353, 2,359, 

2,360, 2,365, 2,366, 2,368, 2,369, 2,371, 2,372, 2,377, 2,381, 2,382, 2,383, 2,384, 2,385, 2,388, 

2,392, 2,393, 2,394, 2,396, 2,403, 2,404, 2,406, 2,416, 2,423, 2,426, 2,429, 2,430, 2,436, 2,437, 

2,438, 2,441, 2,443, 2,444, 2,446, 2,447, 2,454, 2,457, 2,464, 2,465, 2,467, 2,468, 2,469, 2,471, 

2,472, 2,473, 2,475, 2,476, 2,477, 2,478, 2,480, 2,483, 2,484, 2,485, 2,486, 2,488, 2,489, 2,490, 

2,496, 2,497, 2,499, 2,500, 2,502, 2,503, 2,504, 2,507, 2,508, 2,509, 2,510, 2,513, 2,514, 2,515, 

2,517, 2,525, 2,526, 2,529, 2,530, 2,533, 2,535, 2,536, 2,550, 2,551, 2,553, 2,554, 2,556, 2,557, 

2,560, 2,563, 2,564, 2,566, 2,567, 2,568, 2,572, 2,574, 2,577, 2,578, 2,579, 2,580, 2,582, 2,583, 

2,586, 2,587, 2,588, 2,589, 2,590, 2,593, 2,596, 2,598, 2,599, 2,600, 2,602, 2,603, 2,610, 2,611, 
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2,614, 2,617, 2,623, 2,624, 2,626, 2,627, 2,628, 2,631, 2,633, 2,635, 2,638, 2,644, 2,645, 2,648, 

2,649, 2,652, 2,653, 2,654, 2,659, 2,660, 2,661, 2,667, 2,668, 2,669, 2,674, 2,675, 2,676, 2,679, 

2,680, 2,681, 2,685, 2,687, 2,688, 2,689, 2,690, 2,693, 2,696, 2,698, 2,699, 2,700, 2,701, 2,702, 

2,705, 2,708, 2,709, 2,711, 2,717, 2,725, 2,727, 2,728, 2,733, 2,734, 2,735, 2,736, 2,737, 2,740, 

2,743, 2,745, 2,752, 2,755, 2,757, 2,760, 2,764, 2,765, 2,766, 2,768, 2,769, 2,773, 2,775, 2,776, 

2,777, 2,779, 2,780, 2,782, 2,783, 2,784, 2,785, 2,790, 2,796, 2,799, 2,803, 2,808, 2,810, 2,814, 

2,816, 2,818, 2,824, 2,825, 2,827, 2,828, 2,830, 2,831, 2,833, 2,832, 2,835, 2,836, 2,839, 2,843, 

2,844, 2,847, 2,848, 2,849, 2,850, 2,851, 2,853, 2,858, 2,861, 2,863, 2,864, 2,865, 2,866, 2,868, 

2,869, 2,872, 2,873, 2,874, 2,875, 2,877, 2,878, 2,880, 2,887, 2,889, 2,890, 2,891, 2,892, 2,895, 

2,897, 2,900, 2,901, 2,903, 2,904, 2,909, 2,912, 2,916, 2,918, 2,921, 2,923, 2,924, 2,926, 2,928, 

2,930, 2,933, 2,935, 2,939, 2,940, 2,941, 2,942, 2,944, 2,945, 2,948, 2,949, 2,952, 2,953, 2,956, 

2,957, 2,958, 2,959, 2,960, 2,961, 2,962, 2,963, 2,964, 2,965, 2,968, 2,969, 2,970, 2,971, 2,972, 

2,973, 2,974, 2,976, 2,977, 2,980, 2,985, 2,991, 2,996, 2,998, 2,999, 3,000, 3,001, 3,004, 3,009, 

3,012, 3,014, 3,015, 3,016, 3,018, 3,023, 3,024, 3,025, 3,026, 3,028, 3,031, 3,034, 3,035, 3,037, 

3,042, 3,043, 3,044, 3,045, 3,046, 3,047, 3,051, 3,055, 3,056, 3,057, 3,063, 3,065, 3,066, 3,067, 

3,069, 3,073, 3,075, 3,077, 3,078, 3,079, 3,080, 3,081, 3,085, 3,087, 3,089, 3,094, 3,095, 3,097, 

3,098, 3,096, 3,099, 3,102, 3,103, 3,106, 3,109, 3,110, 3,114, 3,115, 3,116, 3,117, 3,120, 3,121, 

3,124, 3,125, 3,126, 3,128, 3,136, 3,137, 3,138, 3,139, 3,140, 3,141, 3,142, 3,144, 3,145, 3,146, 

3,147, 3,148, 3,149, 3,150, 3,155, 3,161, 3,162, 3,163, 3,170, 3,175, 3,176, 3,178, 3,185, 3,186, 

3,187, 3,193, 3,194, 3,195, 3,198, 3,199, 3,205, 3,206, 3,208, 3,213, 3,214, 3,215, 3,216, 3,217, 

3,222, 3,224, 3,225, 3,226, 3,228, 3,229, 3,232, 3,233, 3,234, 3,240, 3,246, 3,247, 3,248, 3,249, 

3,253, 3,259, 3,261, 3,263, 3,265, 3,268, 3,269, 3,270, 3,271, 3,273, 3,277, 3,278, 3,280, 3,288, 
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3,293, 3,299, 3,302, 3,305, 3,311, 3,313, 3,314, 3,315, 3,316, 3,317, 3,318, 3,319, 3,320, 3,321, 

3,322, 3,327, 3,331, 3,333, 3,334, 3,337, 3,340, 3,341, 3,343, 3,345, 3,346, 3,350, 3,353, 3,355, 

3,356, 3,357, 3,361, 3,363, 3,364, 3,373, 3,376, 3,377, 3,378, 3,379, 3,380, 3,382, 3,383, 3,384, 

3,388, 3,390, 3,391, 3,398, 3,402, 3,403, 3,404, 3,405, 3,407, 3,408, 3,411, 3,412, 3,414, 3,417, 

3,419, 3,420, 3,421, 3,422, 3,428, 3,432, 3,433, 3,436, 3,437, 3,438, 3,439, 3,443, 3,445, 3,447, 

3,450, 3,452, 3,455, 3,461, 3,463, 3,464, 3,465, 3,467, 3,470, 3,474, 3,475, 3,476, 3,483, 3,486, 

3,487, 3,491, 3,496, 3,497, 3,498, 3,500, 3,503, 3,504, 3,508, 3,509, 3,511, 3,515, 3,516, 3,522, 

3,523, 3,526, 3,527, 3,528, 3,530, 3,532, 3,533, 3,536, 3,539, 3,545, 3,546, 3,548, 3,550, 3,551, 

3,554, 3,555, 3,560, 3,562, 3,563, 3,565, 3,568, 3,572, 3,574, 3,577, 3,578, 3,579, 3,581, 3,583, 

3,584, 3,586, 3,587, 3,588, 3,590, 3,591, 3,593, 3,594, 3,598, 3,600, 3,602, 3,603, 3,606, 3,608, 

3,610, 3,611, 3,612, 3,613, 3,614, 3,615, 3,619, 3,620, 3,621, 3,623, 3,624, 3,625, 3,626, 3,627, 

3,628, 3,634, 3,635, and 3,637).  

RESPONSE: The Council acknowledges the comments in support of the proposed 

Comprehensive Black Bear Management Policy.  

 

2. COMMENT: The commenters expressed support for the CBBMP because it was based on 

sound science and/or management (11, 43, 45, 125, 155, 166, 202, 205, 212, 229, 241, 245, 288, 

331, 350, 377, 414, 447, 461, 468, 473, 479, 480, 485, 488, 495, 517, 537, 551, 554, 564, 615, 

638, 654, 655, 663, 667, 686, 704, 750, 761, 766, 788, 789, 839, 844, 857, 885, 887, 901, 912, 

943, 947, 957, 958, 981, 982, 983, 990, 991, 1,005, 1,011, 1,021, 1,050, 1,062, 1,076, 1,116, 

1,155, 1,156, 1,163, 1,167, 1,184, 1,216, 1,240, 1,243, 1,255, 1,259, 1,264, 1,296, 1,297, 1,301, 

1,302, 1,318, 1,355, 1,357, 1,371, 1,388, 1,393, 1,419, 1,421, 1,422, 1,431, 1,461, 1,475, 1,476, 
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1,486, 1,503, 1,619, 1,628, 1,636, 1,638, 1,661, 1,667, 1,668, 1,680, 1,681, 1,696, 1,700, 1,728, 

1,729, 1,758, 1,815, 1,832, 1,833, 1,917, 1,939, 1,951, 1,958, 1,968, 2,058, 2,061, 2,090, 2,114, 

2,116, 2,140, 2,148, 2,164, 2,171, 2,176, 2,184, 2,190, 2,195, 2,220, 2,223, 2,224, 2,227, 2,230, 

2,236, 2,249, 2,263, 2,266, 2,302, 2,319, 2,350, 2,352, 2,359, 2,365, 2,369, 2,372, 2,406, 2,430, 

2,437, 2,464, 2,476, 2,483, 2,496, 2,513, 2,525, 2,588, 2,589, 2,598, 2,626, 2,627, 2,633, 2,649, 

2,653, 2,654, 2,669, 2,685, 2,688, 2,698, 2,700, 2,737, 2,776, 2,818, 2,835, 2,843, 2,887, 2,891, 

2,897, 2,903, 2,918, 2,933, 2,939, 2,941, 2,942, 2,961, 3,031, 3,035, 3,063, 3,066, 3,067, 3,078, 

3,089, 3,103, 3,137, 3,149, 3,150, 3,185, 3,214, 3,225, 3,249, 3,280, 3,314, 3,341, 3,361, 3,390, 

3,402, 3,433, 3,437, 3,447, 3,461, 3,465, 3,475, 3,509, 3,523, 3,539, 3,550, 3,574, 3,579, 3,594, 

3,602, 3,620, 3,624, and 3,626), it is multi-faceted and comprehensive (205, 468, 480, 495, 564, 

654, 704, 750, 804, 885, 947, 957, 983, 1,011, 1,021, 1,099, 1,167, 1,184, 1,301, 1,302, 1,357, 

1,388, 1,414, 1,421, 1,422, 1,461, 1,486, 1,681, 1,700, 1,729, 1,815, 1,833, 1,917, 1,958, 1,968, 

2,058, 2,061, 2,116, 2,140, 2,176, 2,223, 2,359, 2,406, 2,430, 2,483, 2,530, 2,598, 2,649, 2,653, 

2,680, 2,696, 2,835, 2,887, 2,891, 2,941, 3,063, 3,078, 3,103, 3,149, 3,185, 3,268, 3,341, 3,447, 

3,465, 3,475, 3,509, 3,523, 3,574, 3,602, and 3,624), and because nuisance complaints are 

correlated with population (205, 288, 468, 480, 495, 564, 654, 704, 750, 796, 804, 885, 947, 957, 

981, 1,011, 1,021, 1,167, 1,184, 1,301, 1,302, 1,357, 1,388, 1,421, 1,431, 1,461, 1,476, 1,486, 

1,681, 1,729, 1,815, 1,833, 1,958, 1,968, 2,058, 2,061, 2,116, 2,140, 2,176, 2,223, 2,359, 2,406, 

2,430, 2,483, 2,502, 2,598, 2,649, 2,653, 2,839, 2,887, 2,891, 2,941, 3,063, 3,078, 3,103, 3,149, 

3,341, 3,447, 3,465, 3,475, 3,509, 3,523, 3,574, 3,594, 3,602, and 3,624). Commenters also 

supported the CBBMP because they indicated that the science should drive management (111, 

216, 350, 461, 709, 761, 788, 958, 1,259, 1,281, 1,374, 1,393, 1,619, 1,622, 1,668, 1,832, 1,940, 
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2,090, 2,114, 2,148, 2,195, 2,227, 2,249, 2,352, 2,372, 2,464, 2,476, 2,513, 2,517, 2,627, 2,685, 

2,737, 2,825, 2,843, 2,903, 2,962, 3,031, 3,126, 3,225, 3,314, 3,343, 3,361, 3,390, 3,402, 3,433, 

3,437, 3,614, and 3,620). 

RESPONSE: The Council acknowledges the comments in support of the proposed CBBMP and 

the recognition that it is science-based. 

 

3. COMMENT: The CBBMP is supported because it is a wise use of New Jersey’s natural 

resources (137 and 2,784), it acknowledges that both lethal and non-lethal measures have 

benefits (125, 205, 288, 468, 473, 480, 495, 517, 564, 654, 885, 1,099, 1,355, 1,414, 1,700, 

1,917, 1,925, 2,372, 2,701, 3,150, and 3,509), and New Jersey is the most densely populated 

state (2,588). One commenter noted, “sustaining a reasonable number of bears is the 

responsibility of all, those for and against the hunt” (1,130). Another noted that most actions 

described in the CBBMP are non-lethal (1,917). 

RESPONSE: The Council acknowledges the comments in support of the proposed 

Comprehensive Black Bear Management Policy. 

 

4. COMMENT: Commenters support the CBBMP, but not hunting (390, 435, 581, 858, 904, 

1,196, 2,527, and 2,559). 

RESPONSE: The Council acknowledges the comments in support of the proposed 

Comprehensive Black Bear Management Policy and acknowledges some segments of the public 

are opposed to lethal management, such as a regulated hunting season. The Council notes that 

lethal population control is but one component of the CBBMP, which also includes various non-
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lethal methods to manage adverse human interactions with black bears. 

 

5. COMMENT: Commenters oppose the entire CBBMP with no reason given (24, 66, 69, 73, 77, 

102, 119, 127, 134, 147, 194, 208, 215, 230, 231, 233, 243, 264, 293, 317, 333, 438, 440, 471, 

477, 516, 555, 560, 596, 631, 672, 732, 740, 772, 808, 855, 875, 902, 920, 928, 944, 950, 951, 

955, 971, 977, 1,006, 1,053, 1,059, 1,081, 1,097, 1,104, 1,106, 1,129, 1,136, 1,146, 1,165, 1,182, 

1,205, 1,218, 1,245, 1,276, 1,286, 1,312, 1,339, 1,366, 1,368, 1,378, 1,416, 1,426, 1,430, 1,487, 

1,495, 1,497, 1,519, 1,525, 1,541, 1,551, 1,572, 1,586, 1,590, 1,613, 1,646, 1,656, 1,663, 1,665, 

1,675, 1,763, 1,772, 1,823, 1,831, 1,841, 1,842, 1,861, 1,862, 1,906, 1,913, 1,944, 1,947, 1,948, 

1,949, 1,959, 1,992, 2,000, 2,027, 2,031, 2,045, 2,097, 2,101, 2,121, 2,129, 2,133, 2,151, 2,181, 

2,187, 2,198, 2,203, 2,208, 2,215, 2,225, 2,250, 2,279, 2,287, 2,292, 2,308, 2,314, 2,399, 2,410, 

2,421, 2,435, 2,481, 2,484, 2,505, 2,545, 2,565, 2,569, 2,585, 2,601, 2,621, 2,635, 2,650, 2,722, 

2,729, 2,750, 2,767, 2,820, 2,838, 2,879, 2,946, 3,019, 3,026, 3,070, 3,118, 3,154, 3,165, 3,172, 

3,191, 3,227, 3,243, 3,260, 3,276, 3,279, 3,285, 3,339, 3,352, 3,370, 3,381, 3,400, 3,415, 3,416, 

3,462, 3,473, 3,499, 3,506, 3,607, and 3,632), or indicate that they are opposed to the killing of 

black bears, to the bear hunt, and/or to the regulated hunting of bears (1, 13, 22, 35, 36, 44, 71, 

98, 101, 109, 115, 117, 122, 123, 133, 144, 149, 192, 209, 251, 278, 286, 294, 307, 334, 336, 

340, 349, 381, 393, 402, 424, 428, 499, 520, 527, 552, 578, 580, 603, 616, 644, 657, 659, 673, 

727, 738, 757, 769, 825, 884, 1,028, 1,064, 1,066, 1,113, 1,114, 1,115, 1,121, 1,124, 1,142, 

1,179, 1,192, 1,215, 1,282, 1,289, 1,294, 1,321, 1,405, 1,428, 1,438, 1,477, 1,540, 1,546, 1,571, 

1,580, 1,591, 1,645, 1,648, 1,653, 1,657, 1,669, 1,672, 1,684, 1,694, 1,695, 1,726, 1,730, 1,795, 

1,809, 1,817, 1,819, 1,828, 1,830, 1,848, 1,851, 1,857, 1,859, 1,863, 1,882, 1,896, 1,914, 1,932, 
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1,986, 1,991, 1,997, 1,999, 2,014, 2,030, 2,036, 2,083, 2,084, 2,085, 2,098, 2,144, 2,159, 2,173, 

2,183, 2,219, 2,241, 2,251, 2,247, 2,315, 2,322, 2,420, 2,439, 2,440, 2,474, 2,487, 2,570, 2,573, 

2,630, 2,641, 2,646, 2,672, 2,715, 2,718, 2,721, 2,724, 2,746, 2,751, 2,763, 2,778, 2,797, 2,800, 

2,806, 2,807, 2,826, 2,854, 2,856, 2,911, 2,915, 2,931, 2,932, 2,943, 2,989, 2,994, 3,033, 3,068, 

3,084, 3,107, 3,151, 3,167, 3,174, 3,189, 3,202, 3,223, 3,236, 3,244, 3,264, 3,286, 3,291, 3,326, 

3,328, 3,329, 3,342, 3,347, 3,369, 3,389, 3,393, 3,406, 3,426, 3,456, 3,457, 3,471, 3,489, 3,492, 

3,495, 3,501, 3,507, 3,529, 3,535, 3,557, 3,573, 3,575, 3,592, and 3,631), or consider the bear 

hunt as cruel, inhumane, unethical, or unnecessary (22, 47, 55, 60, 79, 90, 105, 116, 121, 131, 

136, 139, 149, 157, 161, 167, 180, 189, 190, 214, 227, 265,294, 305, 318, 319, 328, 351, 358, 

378, 379, 422, 423, 434, 435, 442, 450, 453, 462, 474, 481, 487, 520, 567, 578, 590, 599, 600, 

607, 616, 620, 648, 664, 683, 733, 739, 771, 793, 811, 830, 854, 889, 904, 918, 919, 929, 940, 

956, 961, 988, 995, 1,001, 1,012, 1,018, 1,026, 1,049, 1,056, 1,060, 1,065, 1,067, 1,073, 1,105, 

1,108, 1,111, 1,113, 1,124, 1,133, 1,137, 1,142, 1,150, 1,169, 1,186, 1,193, 1,195, 1,198, 1,202, 

1,212, 1,274, 1,293, 1,313, 1,314, 1,317, 1,325, 1,370, 1,372, 1,387, 1,405, 1,410, 1,420, 1,427, 

1,451, 1,460, 1,473, 1,488, 1,512, 1,514, 1,517, 1,518, 1,521, 1,522, 1,523, 1,524, 1,542, 1,544, 

1,554, 1,581, 1,584, 1,626, 1,632, 1,647, 1,653, 1,657, 1,688, 1,702, 1,713, 1,723, 1,752, 1,785, 

1,806, 1,807, 1,824, 1,825, 1,880, 1,882, 1,905, 1,908, 1,914, 1,923, 1,956, 1,966, 1,993, 2,012, 

2,013, 2,018, 2,019, 2,020, 2,021, 2,023, 2,042, 2,076, 2,085, 2,098, 2,120, 2,132, 2,135, 2,146, 

2,160, 2,162, 2,166, 2,186, 2,192, 2,207, 2,242, 2,245, 2,259, 2,268, 2,270, 2,305, 2,306, 2,313, 

2,318, 2,325, 2,328, 2,347, 2,361, 2,363, 2,373, 2,374, 2,376, 2,386, 2,391, 2,411, 2,415, 2,422, 

2,425, 2,427, 2,495, 2,524, 2,541, 2,543, 2,548, 2,558, 2,606, 2,607, 2,608, 2,622, 2,636, 2,637, 

2,642, 2,655, 2,657, 2,691, 2,710, 2,747, 2,749, 2,756, 2,801, 2,802, 2,805, 2,823, 2,829, 2,837, 
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2,840, 2,841, 2,842, 2,845, 2,854, 2,856, 2,862, 2,883, 2,884, 2,886, 2,899, 2,908, 2,927, 2,934, 

2,947, 2,966, 2,975, 2,992, 2,994, 3,022, 3,039, 3,054, 3,072, 3,092, 3,113, 3,127, 3,129, 3,151, 

3,152, 3,171, 3,183, 3,188, 3,197, 3,203, 3,210, 3,212, 3,237, 3,238, 3,239, 3,242, 3,258, 3,286, 

3,303, 3,312, 3,344, 3,349, 3,359, 3,399, 3,406, 3,418, 3,472, 3,524, 3,552, 3,557, 3,561, 3,564, 

3,569, 3,585, and 3,604), or are hunters who disagree with the CBBMP due to the proposed 

Game Code amendments (1,398, 1,442, 1,668, and 2,094). 

 The CBBMP was also opposed because commenters assert that “bears are not native to 

New Jersey and were imported” (1,891 and 3,492) “so the State could be run like a big game 

shooting range” (3,492). 

RESPONSE: The Council is authorized and required to manage wildlife throughout the State of 

New Jersey as a renewable resource and to maximize the benefits derived from this resource, 

including the taking of bears, while utilizing a flexible system of protection, propagation, 

increase, control, and conservation of wildlife populations. The Council periodically promulgates 

amendments to the Game Code to meet its responsibilities by adjusting seasons, bag limits, and 

methods of take, on the basis of scientific information. The Council recognizes that some 

commenters are opposed to the taking of bears, including regulated hunting as a management 

tool. However, this rulemaking represents the Council’s best efforts to fulfill its statutory 

mandate utilizing both lethal and non-lethal measures respective to New Jersey’s black bear 

population. As such, the Council has concluded that the CBBMP should include a regulated 

black bear hunt as part of a comprehensive approach to black bear management.  

 As discussed in Section II.A of the CBBMP, bear population monitoring has shown 

significant growth and range expansion of the State’s black bear population, which has resulted 
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in high levels of negative and dangerous bear-human incidents, despite the Department and Fish 

& Wildlife’s expanded non-lethal management initiatives. Based upon the scientific information 

summarized therein, the CBBMP finds that the bear population should be decreased and 

stabilized (population control) at a level consistent with available habitat and cultural carrying 

capacity. Although the CBBMP contains numerous non-lethal management options, it finds that 

no viable method of population control, other than hunting, is available. Regulated hunting 

seasons since 2003 have demonstrated that bears can be harvested safely and without adverse 

impact to the population. Thus, the Council and the Department support regulated hunting as a 

safe and effective management tool to reduce negative bear-human incidents, to control the 

State’s black bear population, and to provide recreation in a cost-effective manner. In accordance 

with its statutory mandate, the Council has determined that the continuation of a regulated black 

bear hunting season in Bear Management Zones (BMZs) 1 through 5 is appropriate. 

 In 2005, the New Jersey Supreme Court (U.S. Sportsmen’s Alliance Found. v. N.J. Dep’t. 

Envtl. Prot., 182 N.J. 461 (2005)) explained that the CBBMP should take into consideration the 

management tools available for management of the State’s black bear population. The Council 

and the Department have examined the management of black bears in other states and note that 

most states with viable bear populations use hunting as the means to control their black bear 

populations. No alternative method of population control is used. The Council and the 

Department further recognize that regulated hunting is a legitimate and effective means to 

control and manage the bear population, can slow the rate of population growth, and can reduce 

associated problems (for example, bear-vehicle collisions, home entries, livestock kills, pet kills, 
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property damage, and agricultural damage) in a cost-effective manner. Thus, regulated hunting is 

an important component of the CBBMP. 

 The Council and the Department also acknowledge the benefit of an integrated wildlife 

management approach for the State’s black bear population, which is consistent with the black 

bear management efforts that Fish & Wildlife has undertaken for many years. That is why the 

CBBMP reflects an integrated wildlife management plan, incorporating the following 

components: education; control of human-derived food; research and analysis of the State’s 

black bear population; analysis of the State’s available black bear habitat; cooperative research 

with other states, academic institutions, and other entities engaged in research on black bear 

management; control of bears that threaten human safety, agricultural crops or property, and 

nuisance bears, by lethal and non-lethal means; habitat protection; and bear population control.   

 The Council and the Department note that many of the commenters opposed to a black 

bear hunt support other aspects of the CBBMP, often suggesting that an expansion of non-lethal 

management efforts would eliminate the need for a black bear hunt. However, as detailed in the 

CBBMP, based on Fish & Wildlife’s extensive experience with black bear management, 

scientific research, and review of practices by other states, as well as the fiscal and other 

constraints present, the Council and the Department have concluded that a regulated hunt is the 

only scientifically supported and feasible method of population control at this time. As explained 

in the CBBMP, Fish & Wildlife fully supports utilizing all available, practicable, scientifically 

proven methods for the management of the State’s black bear population and will continue to 

invest significant resources in non-lethal management strategies as critical pieces of the State’s 

integrated management approach alongside a regulated hunt. 
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 The Council also notes that black bears are native to New Jersey. Their continued 

presence in New Jersey is the result of decades of dedicated conservation actions. 

 

6. COMMENT:  The bear hunt is unnecessary because the bear population is already decreasing 

due to climate change and decreases in natural foods (1,113, 1,405, 1,657, 1,979, and 2,219). 

Bear productivity is highly correlated to the availability of natural foods, so last year’s drought 

will result in low berry and acorn production and consequently low cub production this year (75).  

RESPONSE: There is no evidence that New Jersey’s black bear population is declining as a 

result of climate change and loss of natural foods. Rather, as demonstrated in Figure 1 of the 

2022 CBBMP, New Jersey’s black bear population is increasing. The commenter notes recent 

extreme climate events, such as “record-level drought and heat in 2022,” and claims that 

because bear productivity is highly correlated to the availability of natural foods, last year’s 

drought will result in low berry and acorn production and, consequently, low cub production this 

year. However, there have been no documented significant, regional, or long-term reduction in 

natural food sources for black bears in New Jersey as a result of last year’s drought. The Council 

notes that New Jersey cub production has remained remarkably stable over Fish & Wildlife’s 

40-plus years of research, meaning that, in the past, cub production has not been affected by 

natural food shortages as might be the case in states with poorer or less productive habitat. The 

Mid-Appalachian habitat of which New Jersey is a part is so diverse, with so many plant species 

providing food sources, that a berry or acorn failure would not be as devastating as it would be 

in poorer habitats with fewer varieties of natural food sources. In northern New Jersey, a mix of 

southern oak-hickory forest and northern beech-maple forest combine to offer bears exceptional 
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natural food resources in the form of hard mast, such as acorns, hickory nuts, walnuts, and beech 

nuts (USDA Forest Service 2008) along with soft mast associated with these forest types. Large 

parcels of forested public land adjacent to and intermixed with high quality habitat on private 

lands in northern New Jersey offer autumn mast, as well as summer foods, such as berries. 

Notwithstanding the real effects of climate change in New Jersey, the Council finds that New 

Jersey continues to offer substantial areas of high-quality black bear habitat that will continue to 

support strong population growth for the immediate future. 

 

7. COMMENT: Population modeling fails to account for super-additive mortality caused by 

extreme climate events and anthropogenic factors such as surges in deaths by vehicle strikes 

(1,405 and 3,174). 

RESPONSE: The annual, all-cause mortality of black bears, including mortality from vehicle 

strikes, is factored into all black bear management decisions. Notably, bear-vehicle mortality is 

largely a density-dependent phenomenon, which will increase as bear populations continue to 

grow and expand, such that bears disperse into roadways, or into areas where motorists may not 

expect to see bears on roadways. Population control is one part of the comprehensive approach, 

which includes non-lethal methods, to manage adverse human interactions with black bears, such 

as vehicular strikes. All annual bear mortality is recorded and considered when implementing 

changes to the CBBMP and the Game Code. 

Regarding climate change concerns, New Jersey has not experienced any extreme climate 

events that have negatively impacted the bear population. Winters have gotten milder, not 

harsher, and any vegetative productivity loss due to short-term diminished rainfall is mitigated 
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by bears’ extremely varied eating habitats. For example, if bears relied solely on any one tree 

species for survival, and that tree was killed off by drought/disease, bears would be impacted. 

However, because bears eat a wide variety of both plant and animal matter, including carrion and 

fish, they are not impacted.  

 

8. COMMENT: Decades of hard conservation work have finally begun to see results with small 

rebounds in the bear population, so a bear hunt is unnecessary (41, 360, 514, 626, 751, 1,118, 

1,168, 1,400, 1,415, 1,542, 2,391, 2,604, 2,643, 3,275, 3,292, and 3,481).  

RESPONSE: The Council acknowledges the recognition of its conservation efforts in restoring 

the black bear population in New Jersey from under 100 animals in 1971 to over 3,000 animals 

today. Beginning as early as 2003, the Council recognized that the population of black bears had 

increased in number and expanded in geographic area, such that the population could sustain a 

bear hunt (CBBMP 2022). The Council has determined that continuing the bear hunt will not 

jeopardize conservation efforts, and that the population is best managed with a regulated hunt at 

this time. As with other game species, rules within the State Game Code ensure the longevity of 

the overall population of black bears. 

 

9. COMMENT: Commenters oppose bear hunting because hunting leads to an increase in 

population due to a “compensatory rebound effect,” where the reduction of population leads to a 

higher reproductive rate in the surviving animals (1,291, 1,352, 2,214, and 3,036). 

RESPONSE: The compensatory rebound effect is the phenomenon by which a decrease in a 

population induces higher reproductive rates due to the corresponding increase in food resources 
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for those animals that remain. This can only occur when a population has first exceeded the 

biological carrying capacity of the habitat. In effect, when the population is so great that food 

becomes scarce, the condition of females becomes such that they cannot effectively sustain 

pregnancy. Under such circumstances, a reduction in population would enable those females to 

obtain the necessary food resources needed to reach or maintain better physical condition to bear 

young, resulting in increased litter sizes or birth rates. As New Jersey has excellent habitat 

providing a consistent variety of natural food for bears, the bear population has not yet reached 

its biological carrying capacity and food resources are not negatively affecting the reproductive 

health of female bears. As such, any decrease in population due to hunting will not result in a 

compensatory rebound effect in New Jersey. 

 

10. COMMENT: The CBBMP does not measure or reflect the values of New Jersey residents 

(63, 405, 1,113, 1,405, 1,454, 1,657, 1,923, 2,606, 2,747, 2,811, 2,854, 3,093, and 3,330), and 

taxpayers should have a say in how their money is spent (24, 302, 342, 546, 918, 919, 2,541, and 

3,191). Commenters living in bear country expressed that they should have the most say 

regarding the management of black bears (2,230, 2,249, and 2,284). 

RESPONSE: The Council considers and accounts for all data and views expressed when 

formulating the CBBMP and Game Code. The Council welcomes and encourages all interested 

parties to participate in the monthly open public meetings of the Council. Likewise, the Council 

and Department welcomed and encouraged comments from all interested parties on the proposed 

CBBMP and related Game Code amendments. The public comment process pursuant to the 

Administrative Procedure Act (APA), N.J.S.A. 52:14B-1 et seq., provides for a public hearing 



NOTE: THIS IS A COURTESY COPY OF THIS RULE ADOPTION. THE OFFICIAL 

VERSION WILL BE PUBLISHED IN THE OCTOBER 2, 2023 NEW JERSEY REGISTER. 

SHOULD THERE BE ANY DISCREPANCIES BETWEEN THIS TEXT AND THE 

OFFICIAL VERSION OF THE ADOPTION, THE OFFICIAL VERSION WILL GOVERN. 
 

408 
 

and a minimum 30-day comment period for any proposed rulemaking, which was extended to 60 

days for this rulemaking. The economic impacts of the proposed CBBMP and related Game 

Code amendments were also considered.  

 

11. COMMENT: Neither the bear hunt nor the CBBMP protects black bears (68, 234, 237, 281, 

319, 557, 577, 611, 1,058, 1,171, 1,521, 2,007, 2,037, 2,043, 2,076, 2,112, 2,118, 2,175, 2,183, 

2,207, 2,245, 2,511, 3,049, and 3,294). 

RESPONSE: The Council and the Department endeavor through the CBBMP, and the bear hunt 

as a management objective, to protect and conserve New Jersey’s black bear population. The 

Council’s classification of black bears as a game animal in 1953 protected black bears from 

indiscriminate killing, and the Council’s closure of the hunting season in 1971 enabled the black 

bear population to recover from a population low of fewer than 100 animals. The CBBMP and 

Game Code further protect bears through the recommendation and institution of regulatory 

safeguards which prevent overharvest, including conservative bag limits, a prohibition on taking 

bears under 75 pounds or adult bears accompanying bears under 75 pounds, and a mandatory 

hunt closure if a 30 percent harvest rate is reached.  

 

12. COMMENT: If the emergency bear hunt proceeds, it will cause population-level harm. The 

emergency rule and the CBBMP do not place a cap on the total number of bears that may be 

harvested (75, 474, 607, 846, 1,027, 1,198, 1,249, 1,275, 1,642, 2,183, 2,361, 2,715, 2,802, 

2,854, 3,174, and 3,189). 
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RESPONSE: The November 15, 2022 emergency adoption of the CBBMP and related Game 

Code amendments has expired and is beyond the scope of this rulemaking, which concerns the 

concurrently proposed CBBMP and related Game Code amendments.  

The Game Code continues to contain multiple safeguards to prevent the overharvest of 

black bear and population-level harm, namely, a conservative bag limit, the closure of the hunt if 

the harvest rate reaches 30 percent, and the ability to close the season to respond to emergencies 

or special circumstances. 

 

13. COMMENT: The level of human-caused mortality that a bear population can sustain is four 

to 10 percent (75 and 1,405). 

RESPONSE: It may be the case that the level of human-caused mortality a bear population can 

sustain is four to 10 percent in states with poorer habitat and fewer natural food sources than 

New Jersey, but with New Jersey’s high-quality habitat, that is not the case. As noted in the 

CBBMP, less productive areas of the country average fewer than 2.2 cubs per litter, while the 

Department has determined that the average litter size in New Jersey is 2.7 cubs per litter. The 

most common litter size is three (43 percent), followed by litters of four (23 percent) and two (22 

percent), which has remained remarkably stable over the 40 years that Department has conducted 

research. In New Jersey, litters of five and six have been documented through den site visits and 

staff observation of bears outside dens. Litters of this size are infrequently seen in North America 

and are a measure of New Jersey’s excellent bear habitat. 

This consistent cub birth rate supports the Council’s position that, due to superior bear 

habitat in northern New Jersey, the State’s black bear population can sustain a 20 to 30 percent 
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harvest rate. The harvest rate is not the percentage of the total bear population that can be 

harvested. Rather, as discussed in the CBBMP, the harvest rate equals the number of tagged 

bears harvested, divided by the number of tagged bears available for harvest. 

 

14. COMMENT: Harm to individual animals constitutes irreparable harm (75). 

RESPONSE: A regulated hunt that results in the take of individual animals will not cause 

irreparable harm to the overall bear population, as there are safeguards in place to prevent species- 

or population-level harm to New Jersey’s black bears. Data, including black bear hunting season 

data, are reviewed annually by the Department to ensure that the management goal of sustaining a 

robust black bear population is met. In order to secure the longevity and viability of New Jersey’s 

black bear population, several measures are in place to ensure that over-harvest from regulated 

hunting does not occur, including the mandatory closure of the season if a harvest rate of 30 percent 

is met, and the ability to close any season in response to emergencies or special circumstances.  

 

15. COMMENT: The bear hunt is opposed because bears play a vital role in the ecosystem 

because they spread berry and plant seeds, “maintain populations of other species including 

insects, squirrels, and mice,” are a keystone species, and are the “key to the health of America’s 

and New Jersey’s forests” (110, 135, 338, 405, 432, 442, 514, 515, 526, 561, 570, 571, 585, 626, 

681, 745, 751, 774, 826, 842, 865, 897, 898, 922, 976, 1,004, 1,014, 1,030, 1,089, 1,113, 1,118, 

1,119, 1,168, 1,206, 1,342, 1,345, 1,352, 1,364, 1,400, 1,405, 1,415, 1,428, 1,437, 1,496, 1,540, 

1,542, 1,552, 1,603, 1,643, 1,644, 1,645, 1,657, 1,811, 1,825, 1,848, 1,849, 1,851, 1,869, 1,895, 

1,919, 1,920, 1,921, 1,932, 1,977, 1,979, 2,040, 2,052, 2,079, 2,086, 2,160, 2,197, 2,210, 2,219, 
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2,274, 2,318, 2,343, 2,345, 2,348, 2,349, 2,391, 2,397, 2,544, 2,549, 2,604, 2,613, 2,643, 2,662, 

2,663, 2,664, 2,665, 2,666, 2,694, 2,748, 2,751, 2,812, 2,821, 2,845, 2,852, 2,870, 2,932, 2,955, 

3,027, 3,036, 3,053, 3,058, 3,091, 3,143, 3,294, 3,336, 3,372, 3,393, 3,397, 3,477, 3,478, 3,479, 

3,480, 3,570, 3,589, 3,595, and 3,605). 

RESPONSE: It is the Department and Council’s intent to provide for the conservation of this 

dynamic and important native species, and the CBBMP is designed to ensure the continued 

viability of the black bear population while mitigating the negative interactions associated with 

an increasing population of black bears. 

As such, there is no intent to eliminate black bears from New Jersey or undermine their 

role in the ecosystem. To ensure this, black bear hunts are strictly regulated, with safeguards in 

place to prevent overharvest and maintain a thriving population, including a conservative bag 

limit, season closure if the harvest rate reaches 30 percent, and the ability to close the season at 

any time for an emergency or special circumstance. 

 

16. COMMENT: A bear hunt is not needed to reduce the bear population because there is a weak 

or flawed correlation between the bear population and bear-human conflicts (75, 337, 1,313, 

1,804, 2,272, 2,747, 3,093, and 3,336). 

RESPONSE: New Jersey is the most densely (human) populated state in the nation. The 

concurrent expanding human population and bear population in the northwest portion of the 

State, as well as neighboring Pennsylvania and New York, provides a high potential for human-

bear conflicts. As a result of this, the 1997 Black Bear Management Plan (1997 BBMP) 

recommended that bears be managed in New Jersey at the same density as our neighboring states 
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of New York and Pennsylvania (one bear per 2.5 square miles) since bears living along our 

respective borders represent one regional population. The Department’s research has found that 

black bear densities in some areas in northwestern New Jersey are as high as two to three bears 

per square mile, representing a density five to seven times higher than the density recommended 

pursuant to New Jersey’s 1997 BBMP.  

The Department’s data further shows that the number of black bear incidents in New 

Jersey correlates closely with the bear population estimates in the northwest portion of the State, 

as illustrated in Figure 3 in the CBBMP. Researchers at the Minnesota Department of Natural 

Resources (Minnesota DNR) found a similar correlation and determined that complaints related 

to bear-human conflicts increased along with their growing bear population (Garshelis, 2,020). 

The Minnesota DNR also found that the relationship between population size and complaints 

regarding bear-human conflict was evident despite highly varying food conditions, indicating 

that the correlation was oriented toward the bear population, rather than food scarcity or other 

factors.  

 

17. COMMENT: The commenters oppose the adoption of the 2022 CBBMP because the 

emergency rule was calculated to foil public participation and there is no emergency or 

imminent peril (65, 75, 79, 95, 96, 105, 115, 150, 152, 170, 185, 196, 201, 249, 271, 272, 277, 

278, 287, 294, 295, 301, 339, 341, 370, 386, 391, 398, 412, 434, 491, 492, 519, 541, 550, 562, 

563, 597, 644, 645, 648, 666, 671, 674, 687, 718, 743, 759, 793, 809, 819, 822, 837, 873, 878, 

879, 880, 882, 903, 910, 939, 945, 964, 994, 1,013, 1,015, 1,029, 1,032, 1,037, 1,054, 1,058, 

1,078, 1,101, 1,107, 1,108, 1,109, 1,113, 1,124, 1,125, 1,131, 1,149, 1,157, 1,179, 1,190, 1,199, 
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1,201, 1,204, 1,215, 1,221, 1,265, 1,278, 1,283, 1,290, 1,292, 1,299, 1,320, 1,329, 1,334, 1,346, 

1,354, 1,382, 1,401, 1,405, 1,412, 1,507, 1,531, 1,534, 1,535, 1,536, 1,537, 1,538, 1,558, 1,563, 

1,570, 1,592, 1,596, 1,629, 1,631, 1,657, 1,663, 1,676, 1,691, 1,711, 1,724, 1,761, 1,814, 1,863, 

1,881, 1,894, 1,929, 1,943, 1,985, 1,986, 1,988, 2,004, 2,024, 2,028, 2,030, 2,041, 2,044, 2,083, 

2,084, 2,115, 2,149, 2,170, 2,188, 2,201, 2,202, 2,221, 2,229, 2,232, 2,248, 2,260, 2,362, 2,412, 

2,413, 2,417, 2,418, 2,432, 2,455, 2,461, 2,482, 2,487, 2,491, 2,498, 2,520, 2,532, 2,538, 2,540, 

2,542, 2,591, 2,597, 2,609, 2,612, 2,618, 2,706, 2,721, 2,731, 2,732, 2,770, 2,781, 2,787, 2,788, 

2,854, 2,856, 2,894, 2,898, 2,936, 2,954, 2,982, 2,983, 2,984, 2,987, 2,988, 2,990, 3,007, 3,029, 

3,041, 3,049, 3,071, 3,130, 3,131, 3,153, 3,184, 3,219, 3,220, 3,241, 3,251, 3,254, 3,256, 3,287, 

3,358, 3,366, 3,385, 3,386, 3,392, 3,394, 3,395, 3,409, 3,413, 3,434, 3,435, 3,449, 3,453, 3,468, 

3,482, 3,493, 3,494, 3,512, 3,514, 3,521, 3,537, 3,542, 3,609, 3,618, 3,630, and 3,638). 

RESPONSE: The November 15, 2022 emergency adoption of the CBBMP and related Game 

Code amendments has expired and is beyond the scope of this rulemaking, which concerns the 

concurrently proposed CBBMP and related Game Code amendments. Accordingly, comments 

regarding the Statement of Imminent Peril that was issued as part of that adoption, are outside 

the scope of this rulemaking. The public comment process pursuant to the Administrative 

Procedure Act (APA), N.J.S.A. 52:14B-1 et seq., provides for a public hearing and a minimum 

30-day comment period for any proposed rulemaking, which was extended to 60 days for this 

rulemaking.  

 

18. COMMENT: The CBBMP does not meet the New Jersey Supreme Court’s standards (75, 

1,113, 1,405, 1,657, and 1,890).  
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RESPONSE: On February 28, 2005, the New Jersey Supreme Court issued an opinion in which 

it held that the Council may authorize a black bear hunt only if a hunt is consistent with a 

comprehensive black bear management policy developed by the Council and approved by the 

Commissioner. U.S. Sportsmen's Alliance Foundation v. New Jersey Department of 

Environmental Protection, 182 N.J. 461 (2005). The Court further held that comprehensive 

policies for black bear management should include the broad preservation goals of the Council, 

the tools at the Council's disposal to accomplish those goals, and the factors that should be 

considered when determining which tools will be utilized. The Court also indicated the Council 

may include consideration, among other things, of the absolute size of the bear population, the 

number of harmful bear-human interactions, and the fiscal and human resources available to 

carry out the stated goals.  

 The 2022 CBBMP meets all of these standards and was developed by the Council to be a 

current, updated CBBMP, and is consistent with prior CBBMPs which were upheld by the New 

Jersey Superior Court, Appellate Division in 2011 (Animal Prot. League of N.J. v. N.J. Dep't of 

Envtl. Prot., 423 N.J. Super. 549 (App. Div. 2,011)) and in 2019 (League of Humane Voters of 

N.J. v. N.J. Dep't of Envtl. Prot., DOCKET NO. A-4630-15T4 (App. Div. Feb. 12, 2019)). 

  

19. COMMENT: The commenters indicated that hunting is the best management tool available 

to control the black bear population (26, 103, 183, 343, 377, 473, 969, 986, 1,347, 1,358, 1,385, 

1,700, 1,833, 1,917, 2,483, 2,574, 2,890, 2,903, and 2,923), as it is effective in keeping wildlife 

populations in balance (111, 229, 473, 821, 823, 983, 986, 989, 1,041, 1,578, 1,585, 1,700, 

1,714, 1,940, 1,989, 2,075, 2,138, 2,179, 2,236, 2,239, 2,258, 2,310, 2,416, 2,468, 2,473, 2,566, 
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2,574, 2,593, 2,743, 2,833, 2,850, 2,853, 2,972, 2,977, 3,314, 3,322, 3,384, and 3,516), is cost-

effective (43, 107, 120, 125, 205, 218, 288, 464, 468, 479, 480, 482, 485, 495, 512, 517, 535, 

564, 573, 653, 654, 667, 676, 693, 704, 713, 724, 744, 750, 752, 789, 803, 804, 817, 820, 823, 

848, 885, 901, 938, 947, 957, 958, 1,011, 1,021, 1,139, 1,152, 1,167, 1,173, 1,180, 1,184, 1,224, 

1,231, 1,240, 1,259, 1,301, 1,302, 1,357, 1,388, 1,421, 1,422, 1,423, 1,431, 1,461, 1,476, 1,482, 

1,486, 1,556, 1,604, 1,610, 1,661, 1,681, 1,692, 1,701, 1,729, 1,756, 1,802, 1,815, 1,833, 1,917, 

1,951, 1,958, 1,968, 2,029, 2,058, 2,061, 2,090, 2,116, 2,126, 2,140, 2,176, 2,184, 2,190, 2,223, 

2,237, 2,286, 2,309, 2,310, 2,359, 2,393, 2,406, 2,430, 2,468, 2,471, 2,483, 2,525, 2,530, 2,574, 

2,598, 2,635, 2,649, 2,653, 2,680, 2,681, 2,688, 2,701, 2,709, 2,736, 2,796, 2,810, 2,835, 2,887, 

2,891, 2,939, 2,941, 2,972, 3,014, 3,044, 3,057, 3,063, 3,069, 3,077, 3,078, 3,089, 3,103, 3,109, 

3,149, 3,198, 3,268, 3,315, 3,341, 3,383, 3,402, 3,447, 3,464, 3,465, 3,475, 3,523, 3,532, 3,555, 

3,574, 3,594, 3,602, 3,624, and 3,626), and is a proven scientific method of bear management 

(111, 314, 473, 1,471, 1,575, 1,578, 3,089, and 3,509). The commenters also indicated that data 

collected from harvested bears provides key data about the population (1,917), and that hunting 

is an essential management tool as bears have no natural predators to help keep their population 

in check (172, 298, 331, 343, 795, 823, 1,652, 2,717, 2,865, 3,474, and 3,608). 

RESPONSE: The Council acknowledges the comments in support of a regulated hunting season 

as an important management tool. 

  

20. COMMENT: A sustainable bear hunt is supported (315, 327, 380, 505, 537, 576, 680, 710, 

843, 980, 1,295, 1,520, 1,548, 1,575, 1,625, 2,063, 2,139, 2,297, 2,454, 2,699, 2,702, 2,733, 

2,740, 3,195, 3,407, 3,470, 3,509, and 3,563), as it is ethical (752, 1,152, 1,482, 1,561, 1,758, 
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1,802, 2,237, 2,669, and 2,923), and provides food for families (108, 211, 216, 1,911, 1,940, 

2,589, 2,725, 2,784, 2,942, 3,350, and 3,356).  

Bears should be managed like other game species (2,843, 3,302, 3,356, 3,420, 3,563, and 

3,606), like deer (108, 1,940, 2,258, 2,653, and 3,606), and a season should only be based on 

whether the population can support it or not (3,222). The hunt should also be managed in a 

humane way (2,437). 

RESPONSE: The Council acknowledges the support for a regulated and sustainable bear hunt. 

Fish & Wildlife manages bear in accordance with its practices for all game species, ensuring that 

the population is managed in a manner that reflects the Council’s values of humane treatment, 

species sustainability, and safe recreation practices.  

 

21. COMMENT: Hunting reduces negative bear interactions (1,652, 1,661, 1,917, 2,310, 2,446, 

2,477, and 2,593), by not only reducing their numbers, but by also instilling fear of humans back 

into bears (2, 23, 103, 111, 619, 663, 676, 764, 797, 852, 1,112, 1,453, 1,866, 2,249, 2,263, 

2,291, 2,773, 3,075, 3,353, 3,474, and 3,560). A regulated hunting season also prevents and 

lessens agricultural damage caused by bears (343, 473, 619, 848, 1,374, 2,675, 2,835, 3,035, 

3,229, 3,363, 3,483, and 3,509). One commenter cautions that while human-bear encounters are 

an aspect of management they should not be the only goal of game management (2,825).  

 RESPONSE: The Council acknowledges the recognition of the correlation between population 

estimates and negative human bear incidents, and that fewer bears can lessen agricultural damage 

experienced by farmers. The Council notes that the CBBMP sets forth multiple objectives for the 

management of the New Jersey black bear population, including, but not limited to, managing 
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the black bear population at a level commensurate with available habitat and consistent with 

reducing risk to public safety and property. 

 

22. COMMENT: Hunting is supported by the North American Model of Wildlife Conservation 

developed to keep bears and other wildlife as part of the ecosystem (429, 655, 663, 1,406, 1,419, 

1,471, 1,575, 1,622, 2,104, 2,282, and 2,310), and is a key part of conservation (3,099, 3,516, 

3,555, and 3,620). Hunting is a tradition (1,917, 2,626, 2,669, 3,198, and 3,356) and hunters 

enjoy bear hunting (211 and 3,142). 

RESPONSE: The Council recognizes the role hunting plays in the North American Model of 

Wildlife Conservation, which is based on the tenets that fish and wildlife are renewable 

resources for the non-commercial use of citizens and should be managed such that they are 

available at optimum population levels forever. The Council also recognizes that there is a 

cultural component to hunting.  As such, recreational hunting is recognized in the CBBMP. 

  

23. COMMENT: Archery hunting allows harvest of bears closer to developed areas (52, 986, 

and 2,743) and is highly effective (3,411).  

RESPONSE: The Council acknowledges that an advantage of archery is that it allows access to 

more developed areas that may not be conducive to hunting with a firearm. Archery has proven 

to be an effective and popular method among hunters, as modern archery equipment is far more 

accurate, powerful, and effective than equipment used during the 1960s, when archery hunting 

for bears was first allowed in New Jersey.  
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24. COMMENT: The commenters asserted that the “lack of a hunt caused an increase in 

incidents” (3,265, 3,594, and 3,626) and that having “no hunt puts a greater burden on local 

police departments to address issues and creates dangerous situations in neighborhoods” (1,361 

and 2,090). The commenters also asserted that “New York and Pennsylvania have bear seasons 

and do not have issues with bears like New Jersey” (3,612) and that “New Jersey has the second 

highest rate of human-bear conflicts, exceeded only by Florida” (1,917), and there has not been a 

full bear season since 2017 (2,310). The commenters also asserted that bears reproduce too 

quickly not to have a hunt (1,917 and 2,810). 

RESPONSE: The Council acknowledges that human bear incidents are closely correlated with 

the estimated size of the bear population in the northwest portion of the State, and notes that Fish 

& Wildlife staff have trained nearly 1,000 local police officers, State Troopers, and State, 

county, and municipal park rangers to assist in problem bear response.  The Council also notes 

that New Jersey is unique in both the density of bears and humans, which can result in higher 

levels of bear-human conflict than may be seen in other states. As set forth in the CBBMP, a 

regulated hunt is the only viable available method to control the bear population at this time. 

 

25. COMMENT: Hunting generates money (1,782, 2,126, 2,213, and 2,477) and bears should be 

managed to generate funds for proper management and protection (2,653, 2,923, and 2,942). 

RESPONSE: While money generated from hunting is put towards the management and 

protection of the State’s wildlife resources, the bear hunt does not generate a significant amount 

of revenue for the Department. All black bear hunters in New Jersey must have a current and 

valid New Jersey Hunting License, as well as a special black Bear Hunting Permit. Black bear 
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hunting permits cost $2.00 each and are the least expensive hunting permit that Fish & Wildlife 

issues. Sales of these permits has averaged $14,740 a year for the past six bear hunting seasons. 

Many black bear hunters already obtain a New Jersey hunting license for seasons other than bear 

hunting. The combined amount of permit and license sales is significantly less than the millions 

of dollars the Department spent to manage New Jersey’s black bear population in 2022. 

  

26. COMMENT: Non-lethal methods do not control the population (125, 205, 288, 377, 468, 

480, 495, 517, 564, 637, 654, 704, 750, 798, 840, 885, 947, 957, 981, 1,011, 1,021, 1,167, 1,184, 

1,225, 1,240, 1,297, 1,301, 1,302, 1,357, 1,388, 1,421, 1,422, 1,461, 1,476, 1,486, 1,661, 1,681, 

1,729, 1,815, 1,833, 1,958, 1,968, 2,058, 2,061, 2,116, 2,140, 2,176, 2,223, 2,263, 2,310, 2,359, 

2,365, 2,406, 2,430, 2,483, 2,589, 2,598, 2,649, 2,653, 2,701, 2,839, 2,887, 2,891, 2,941, 3,057, 

3,063, 3,078, 3,103, 3,124, 3,139, 3,149, 3,150, 3,170, 3,185, 3,313, 3,341, 3,447, 3,465, 3,474, 

3,475, 3,523, 3,574, 3,594, 3,602, and 3,624), are a waste of money (374), and “bear-proofing” is 

not effective (103). 

RESPONSE: The CBBMP utilizes a multi-faceted approach to black bear management that 

incorporates both lethal and non-lethal techniques. Non-lethal measures can be effective in 

mitigating human bear conflicts especially through controlling human-derived foods that attract 

nuisance bears. While non-lethal control methods are an important tool in mitigating 

human/black bear conflicts, the Council acknowledges that non-lethal techniques alone cannot 

completely resolve human/black bear conflicts, nor do they control the population. 

 



NOTE: THIS IS A COURTESY COPY OF THIS RULE ADOPTION. THE OFFICIAL 

VERSION WILL BE PUBLISHED IN THE OCTOBER 2, 2023 NEW JERSEY REGISTER. 

SHOULD THERE BE ANY DISCREPANCIES BETWEEN THIS TEXT AND THE 

OFFICIAL VERSION OF THE ADOPTION, THE OFFICIAL VERSION WILL GOVERN. 
 

420 
 

27. COMMENT: The commenters support the CBBMP and indicated that there are too many 

bears (2, 4, 9, 23, 39, 52, 108, 172, 191, 195, 202, 236, 241, 242, 276, 288, 290, 343, 377, 380, 

382, 403, 439, 452, 468, 473, 480, 495, 503, 505, 538, 544, 545, 576, 595, 604, 605, 610, 630, 

651, 660, 691, 704, 721, 722, 724, 750, 764, 773, 784, 786, 788, 795, 796, 803, 804, 816, 823, 

832, 833, 847, 848, 852, 868, 881, 883, 885, 892, 899, 947, 957, 973, 1,011, 1,021, 1,063, 1,075, 

1,167, 1,184, 1,207, 1,213, 1,223, 1,236, 1,257, 1,261, 1,279, 1,281, 1,301, 1,302, 1,327, 1,328, 

1,338, 1,357, 1,361, 1,374, 1,388, 1,421, 1,431, 1,436, 1,461, 1,486, 1,622, 1,627, 1,650, 1,659, 

1,666, 1,681, 1,700, 1,701, 1,719, 1,729, 1,756, 1,758, 1,764, 1,782, 1,789, 1,798, 1,815, 1,833, 

1,839, 1,845, 1,853, 1,877, 1,902, 1,911, 1,942, 1,958, 1,968, 1,975, 1,976, 2,032, 2,058, 2,061, 

2,069, 2,096, 2,116, 2,140, 2,147, 2,155, 2,176, 2,195, 2,223, 2,246, 2,298, 2,330, 2,359, 2,381, 

2,392, 2,406, 2,416, 2,430, 2,447, 2,471, 2,477, 2,483, 2,507, 2,589, 2,598, 2,635, 2,649, 2,653, 

2,674, 2,675, 2,701, 2,709, 2,728, 2,733, 2,736, 2,766, 2,773, 2,779, 2,780, 2,814, 2,835, 2,865, 

2,887, 2,891, 2,941, 2,945, 2,949, 2,969, 2,991, 3,000, 3,001, 3,024, 3,035, 3,045, 3,057, 3,063, 

3,073, 3,077, 3,078, 3,080, 3,095, 3,098, 3,103, 3,120, 3,138, 3,148, 3,149, 3,170, 3,195, 3,198, 

3,224, 3,229, 3,247, 3,263, 3,320, 3,327, 3,337, 3,341, 3,350, 3,380, 3,398, 3,433, 3,447, 3,465, 

3,475, 3,483, 3,515, 3,523, 3,560, 3,562, 3,574, 3,579, 3,598, 3,602, 3,624, and 3,626), and that 

the numerous bears are resulting in increasing bear complaints (111, 179, 288, 343, 447, 468, 

480, 495, 503, 704, 750, 796, 848, 885, 947, 957, 1,011, 1,021, 1,076, 1,167, 1,184, 1,261, 1,301, 

1,302, 1,357, 1,388, 1,421, 1,461, 1,476, 1,486, 1,681, 1,704, 1,729, 1,815, 1,833, 1,958, 1,968, 

2,058, 2,061, 2,069, 2,116, 2,140, 2,176, 2,190, 2,223, 2,284, 2,359, 2,406, 2,430, 2,483, 2,529, 

2,574, 2,598, 2,649, 2,653, 2,835, 2,887, 2,891, 2,941, 3,063, 3,078, 3,103, 3,149, 3,341, 3,402, 

3,447, 3,465, 3,475, 3,523, 3,574, 3,602, and 3,624). The commenters indicated a concern for 
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human, pet, and livestock safety (107, 111, 120, 158, 202, 205, 288, 331, 343, 468, 473, 480, 

495, 564, 619, 654, 704, 713, 722, 724, 750, 764, 773, 798, 813, 832, 847, 852, 885, 947, 957, 

967, 1,011, 1,021, 1,036, 1,041, 1,063, 1,098, 1,152, 1,167, 1,184, 1,236, 1,259, 1,279, 1,281, 

1,297, 1,301, 1,302, 1,328, 1,338, 1,357, 1,358, 1,374, 1,388, 1,421, 1,436, 1,453, 1,461, 1,484, 

1,486, 1,650, 1,659, 1,666, 1,681, 1,714, 1,729, 1,790, 1,802, 1,815, 1,833, 1,866, 1,873, 1,958, 

1,968, 2,058, 2,061, 2,069, 2,108, 2,116, 2,126, 2,140, 2,176, 2,223, 2,237, 2,291, 2,310, 2,319, 

2,352, 2,359, 2,384, 2,406, 2,430, 2,483, 2,489, 2,514, 2,529, 2,574, 2,587, 2,588, 2,598, 2,649, 

2,653, 2,674, 2,701, 2,709, 2,728, 2,736, 2,765, 2,835, 2,887, 2,892, 2,941, 2,969, 3,018, 3,024, 

3,035, 3,063, 3,073, 3,075, 3,078, 3,095, 3,098, 3,103, 3,124, 3,128, 3,149, 3,234, 3,299, 3,341, 

3,353, 3,363, 3,447, 3,465, 3,474, 3,475, 3,523, 3,560, 3,562, 3,574, 3,579, 3,591, 3,602, 3,613, 

3,614, 3,619, 3,620, and 3,624). 

The commenters indicated they personally had a close call or direct concern with bears 

(103, 120, 545, 576, 724, 764, 1,063, 1,112, 1,236, 1,259, 1,453, 1,461, 1,659, 1,839, 1,877, 

1,942, 1,975, 2,090, 2,392, 2,393, 2,416, 2,423, 2,588, 2,675, 2,969, 3,018, 3,024, 3,035, 3,075, 

3,095, 3,098, 3,124, 3,234, 3,247, 3,299, 3,355, 3,474, 3,483, 3,545, and 3,619) and some 

indicated that the population needs to be kept at a safe level (10, 111, 120, 156, 164, 205, 216, 

229, 298, 331, 408, 473, 564, 654, 885, 983, 986, 1,098, 1,560, 1,561, 1,578, 1,683, 1,700, 1,812, 

1,917, 1,925, 1,946, 2,157, 2,384, 2,446, 2,504, 2,566, 2,574, 2,611, 2,614, 2,737, 2,765, 2,784, 

2,968, 3,075, 3,363, 3,391, 3,509, 3,594, 3,598, and 3,627).  

The commenters also indicated that bears are destructive, get into the garbage, and create 

a mess (1,942 and 3,545), and asserted that a plan is needed on “how we are going to manage 

bears” (118, 403, 502, 517, 523, 637, 813, 1,548, 2,069, 2,429, 2,509, and 3,120).  
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RESPONSE: The Council acknowledges the comments in support of the CBBMP. The CBBMP 

utilizes a multi-faceted approach to black bear management that incorporates both lethal and 

non-lethal techniques. Non-lethal measures can be effective in mitigating human-bear conflicts, 

especially through controlling human-derived foods that attract nuisance bears. While non-lethal 

control methods are an important tool in mitigating human/black bear conflicts, the Council 

acknowledges that non-lethal techniques alone cannot completely resolve human/black bear 

conflicts, nor control the population, and that hunting is the most effective form of population 

control available at this time. 

 

28. COMMENT: The commenters state that no one has been attacked or killed by black bears in 

New Jersey (167, 322, 434, 570, 590, 929, 1,056, 1,065, 1,170, 1,212, 1,304, 1,348, 1,352, 1,566, 

1,670, 1,927, 1,945, 1,956, 1,969, 2,135, 2,214, 2,640, 2,738, 2,845, 2,885, 2,888, 2,978, 2,990, 

3,188, 3,210, 3,262, and 3,308), and that bears are shy, frightened of, or avoid humans, and are 

not aggressive (63, 75, 167, 180, 287, 363, 405, 570, 603, 612, 862, 1,007, 1,087, 1,113, 1,235, 

1,352, 1,353, 1,405, 1,463, 1,587, 1,612, 1,640, 1,642, 1,657, 1,686, 1,825, 1,927, 2,002, 2,028, 

2,214, 2,259, 2,346, 2,391, 2,402, 2,415, 2,511, 2,640, 2,692, 2,704, 2,927, 3,036, 3,084, 3,157, 

3,351, 3,544, 3,569, 3,596, and 3,599). 

RESPONSE: While the Council agrees that black bears are generally not aggressive and tend to 

be wary of humans, many of New Jersey’s black bears have become habituated to humans and 

have become conditioned to associate humans and neighborhoods with food sources. As a result, 

these black bears have become less fearful of people, and while it is rare, black bears have 

harmed humans in New Jersey, including a fatality in 2012.  
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However, the dangers posed by an expanding black bear population include more than 

potential injury to or killing of humans. The Department received 1,538 bear damage and 

nuisance reports between January 1, 2022, and October 21, 2022, representing a 237 percent 

increase compared to the same time period in 2021. These 1,538 incidents, in less than a full 

year, are higher than in any full year since 2014. The most concerning of these incidents include 

62 aggressive encounters with humans, one human attack, 12 dog attacks, 12 home entries, 15 

attempted home entries, 89 instances of property damage, and 52 attacks on protected livestock. 

The increasing black bear population has also had a detrimental impact on agriculture in the 

State. It is the intent of the Council, through the CBBMP, to reduce such incidents. 

 

29. COMMENT: Lethal methods of predator control are not as effective as non-lethal methods at 

protecting property or reducing or eliminating threats to human safety (185, 196, 201, 249, 294, 

295, 301, 303, 370, 405, 412, 597, 687, 695, 743, 759, 809, 822, 873, 945, 1,113, 1,405, 1,558, 

1,570, 1,657, 1,686, 2,132, 2,214, and 2,694), as shown by “at least nine peer-reviewed scientific 

articles” (3,330). 

RESPONSE: The CBBMP is a compilation of the Council’s black bear conservation and 

management goals, the various means by which the conservation and management goals may be 

accomplished, and the factors to be considered in determining which means should be 

implemented to achieve those goals. The CBBMP does not rely on any one method to achieve its 

various goals, but rather, it includes several integrated tools to accomplish these goals, such as 

research and monitoring, non-lethal and lethal control of problem bears, public education on 

coexisting with bears, law enforcement to reduce human/bear conflicts, and a regulated bear 
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hunt. It is important to recognize that each tool often serves to further more than one of the 

Council’s management goals. For example, the bear hunt not only reduces or eliminates threats 

to human safety and property damage, but also serves as a means of recreation and furthers the 

Department’s research efforts.  

 As addressed in the Response to Comment 32, damage and nuisance complaints – 

including incidents of harm to property and livestock and adverse interactions with humans - are 

closely correlated with the estimated size of the bear population in the northwest portion of the 

State. While there are both lethal and non-lethal methods for reducing bear-human conflict, 

which are evaluated in the CBBMP and discussed along with their varying levels of efficacy, 

there are no available and viable means of black bear population control outside of the bear hunt 

at this time.  

 

30. COMMENT: Only non-lethal measures should be used to manage the bear population, and 

should be increased as they are the only effective solution for proper bear management (17, 38, 

60, 63, 70, 78, 88, 91, 100, 145, 148, 149, 203, 240, 303, 309, 310, 318, 321, 345, 361, 393, 456, 

472, 514, 543, 550, 553, 558, 562, 582, 645, 670, 703, 712, 719, 723, 754, 793, 815, 824, 826, 

838, 849, 864, 870, 874, 904, 922, 960, 976, 988, 1,004, 1,031, 1,033, 1,035, 1,047, 1,077, 1,085, 

1,086, 1,087, 1,100, 1,113, 1,122, 1,124, 1,189, 1,193, 1,202, 1,248, 1,254, 1,268, 1,270, 1,298, 

1,300, 1,305, 1,324, 1,332, 1,350, 1,352, 1,381, 1,383, 1,400, 1,405, 1,417, 1,418, 1,438, 1,463, 

1,479, 1,483, 1,499, 1,507, 1,514, 1,530, 1,542, 1,547, 1,557, 1,579, 1,598, 1,603, 1,607, 1,617, 

1,623, 1,630, 1,635, 1,657, 1,691, 1,698, 1,713, 1,723, 1,780, 1,787, 1,825, 1,829, 1,844, 1,890, 

1,898, 1,921, 1,922, 1,956, 1,982, 2,015, 2,089, 2,136, 2,145, 2,156, 2,177, 2,217, 2,232, 2,280, 
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2,289, 2,293, 2,317, 2,343, 2,390, 2,419, 2,433, 2,455, 2,524, 2,547, 2,555, 2,604, 2,606, 2,607, 

2,618, 2,634, 2,678, 2,694, 2,707, 2,741, 2,754, 2,791, 2,792, 2,938, 2,950, 3,029, 3,032, 3,036, 

3,038, 3,049, 3,200, 3,284, 3,309, 3,336, 3,354, 3,362, 3,387, 3,396, 3,406, 3,458, 3,459, 3,466, 

3,505, 3,553, 3,556, 3,561, 3,618, 3,636, and 3,638). Lethal methods are unnecessary because 

bear problems can be resolved through garbage management, mandating the use of bear-proof 

garbage cans and dumpsters, enforcement of the feeding ban statute, and keeping bears away 

from unnatural food sources like garbage will lower reproductive rates (19, 31, 41, 59, 63, 65, 

75, 79, 85, 86, 88, 89, 95, 96, 99, 106, 112, 115, 124, 129, 135, 141, 150, 151, 152, 170, 185, 

193, 196, 201, 222, 240, 249, 271, 272, 277, 278, 287, 294, 295, 301, 303, 306, 337, 338, 339, 

341, 344, 359, 370, 386, 391, 398, 412, 433, 460, 491, 492, 515, 519, 526, 534, 541, 543, 550, 

561, 563, 571, 579, 597, 644, 645, 666, 671, 674, 681, 682, 687, 695, 706, 718, 728, 743, 745, 

759, 774, 793, 809, 819, 822, 826, 837, 841, 842, 865, 873, 877, 878, 879, 880, 882, 897, 898, 

903, 910, 922, 939, 945, 964, 976, 994, 1,004, 1,013, 1,014, 1,015, 1,019, 1,029, 1,030, 1,032, 

1,037, 1,054, 1,058, 1,078, 1,101, 1,103, 1,107, 1,108, 1,109, 1,118, 1,119, 1,125, 1,149, 1,157, 

1,179, 1,188, 1,190, 1,201, 1,202, 1,204, 1,206, 1,215, 1,221, 1,260, 1,265, 1,271, 1,278, 1,283, 

1,288, 1,292, 1,299, 1,305, 1,320, 1,323, 1,329, 1,334, 1,342, 1,346, 1,354, 1,382, 1,392, 1,401, 

1,402, 1,412, 1,415, 1,428, 1,434, 1,435, 1,437, 1,491, 1,496, 1,531, 1,534, 1,535, 1,536, 1,537, 

1,538, 1,540, 1,542, 1,552, 1,558, 1,563, 1,570, 1,579, 1,592, 1,596, 1,603, 1,621, 1,629, 1,631, 

1,643, 1,644, 1,645, 1,676, 1,693, 1,711, 1,724, 1,735, 1,761, 1,804, 1,811, 1,817, 1,838, 1,840, 

1,848, 1,849, 1,851, 1,863, 1,869, 1,881, 1,894, 1,895, 1,919, 1,920, 1,932, 1,943, 1,957, 1,963, 

1,977, 1,985, 1,986, 1,988, 2,004, 2,007, 2,024, 2,030, 2,036, 2,040, 2,041, 2,044, 2,052, 2,073, 

2,079, 2,083, 2,084, 2,085, 2,115, 2,136, 2,149, 2,160, 2,188, 2,201, 2,202, 2,210, 2,212, 2,219, 
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2,221, 2,229, 2,232, 2,248, 2,260, 2,272, 2,274, 2,299, 2,318, 2,338, 2,339, 2,343, 2,345, 2,348, 

2,349, 2,362, 2,364, 2,398, 2,409, 2,412, 2,413, 2,417, 2,418, 2,432, 2,449, 2,455, 2,461, 2,482, 

2,487, 2,498, 2,520, 2,532, 2,538, 2,540, 2,542, 2,549, 2,597, 2,604, 2,609, 2,612, 2,613, 2,643, 

2,647, 2,662, 2,663, 2,664, 2,665, 2,666, 2,694, 2,706, 2,731, 2,732, 2,751, 2,770, 2,781, 2,788, 

2,797, 2,812, 2,821, 2,852, 2,870, 2,893, 2,894, 2,898, 2,902, 2,905, 2,932, 2,936, 2,950, 2,954, 

2,955, 2,982, 2,983, 2,984, 2,987, 2,988, 2,990, 3,007, 3,010, 3,011, 3,020, 3,027, 3,040, 3,041, 

3,052, 3,058, 3,062, 3,071, 3,088, 3,101, 3,122, 3,130, 3,131, 3,134, 3,143, 3,153, 3,168, 3,169, 

3,184, 3,218, 3,220, 3,241, 3,251, 3,252, 3,254, 3,256, 3,287, 3,304, 3,358, 3,366, 3,372, 3,385, 

3,386, 3,392, 3,394, 3,395, 3,399, 3,409, 3,410, 3,413, 3,429, 3,434, 3,435, 3,444, 3,449, 3,453, 

3,468, 3,477, 3,478, 3,479, 3,480, 3,481, 3,482, 3,493, 3,494, 3,502, 3,505, 3,512, 3,514, 3,537, 

3,542, 3,589, 3,595, 3,605, 3,609, 3,618, 3,630, and 3,638). 

RESPONSE: The CBBMP, at Control of Human-Derived Food (Section II.D), identifies several 

important non-lethal strategies, such as reducing availability of food attractants, garbage 

management, the use of bear-resistant garbage containers, and the enforcement of bans against 

feeding bears. The policy also recommends the use of aversive conditioning, another non-lethal 

technique, to address certain nuisance bear issues. However, these methods alone cannot 

effectively alleviate all negative bear-human interactions. They also do not impact the population 

of bears within the State.  

Bears can obtain human-derived food sources through direct feeding, as well as through 

access to pet food, bird feeders, household trash, etc. Limiting the availability of such food 

sources can help reduce the potential for negative bear-human interactions. The benefits and 

limitations of garbage management are discussed in detail in the CBBMP. While the large-scale 
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implementation of bear-resistant garbage cans and dumpsters remains a goal, mandating their use 

is beyond the authority of the Council. Fish & Wildlife has long recommended methods to 

control trash so that it is made unavailable to bears; for example, that trash is not placed outside 

or taken to the curb for disposal until the morning of pickup and should be stored at other times 

in areas inaccessible to bears. This information is included in bear-related outreach campaigns 

and on the agency’s website. Fish & Wildlife has also been working cooperatively with the 

Division of Parks and Forestry to develop educational programs, signage, and regulations that 

preclude bear feeding, maintain clean picnic and camp sites, and keep food inaccessible to bears 

in State parks and forests (see, for example, N.J.A.C. 7:2-2.7 and 6.1). 

The Council notes that there is no evidence to support claims that bears in New Jersey 

produce more cubs due to the availability of unnatural foods, that human-supplied food sources 

increase fecundity, or that the absence of such supplemental foods would result in a decrease in 

reproductive rates. As noted by consistent reproductive rates over more than 40 years of study, 

the most significant driver of black bear reproduction in New Jersey is the consistent natural 

food base provided by the State’s excellent habitat. Studies that suggest human-derived food 

increases bear litter sizes have taken place in some central and western states, where the 

availability of natural food resources is inconsistent and unpredictable as compared to New 

Jersey. 

 

31. COMMENT: Only non-lethal techniques like aversive conditioning should be used to control 

bear-human conflicts (62 and 2,277). 
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RESPONSE: As stated in the CBBMP, the Council recognizes the importance of a multi-faceted 

approach to black bear management, which includes the use of non-lethal techniques. The 

Council recognizes that the use of non-lethal techniques, such as aversive conditioning, is widely 

accepted to mitigate nuisance behavior in black bears, especially within communities and park 

environments, and the CBBMP recommends the continued use of non-lethal techniques. Fish & 

Wildlife and properly trained law enforcement agencies will continue to use non-lethal rubber 

projectiles and pyrotechnics as a means of aversive conditioning to mitigate nuisance bear 

behavior. The Council notes that since 2005, Fish & Wildlife personnel and law enforcement 

officers trained by Fish & Wildlife have extensively used aversive conditioning on nuisance 

bears including the use of rubber projectiles and pyrotechnic rounds.  

However, while non-lethal control methods are part of the response to address 

human/black bear conflicts, non-lethal techniques alone cannot completely resolve human/black 

bear conflicts. Fish & Wildlife has determined, as have other State and Federal agencies and 

institutions, that aversive conditioning can deter a bear from returning to the treatment location, 

but treated bears continue nuisance activity at other locations and, in some cases, return to the 

original location after a period of time. Aversive conditioning reduces, but does not eliminate, 

foraging by nuisance bears in human-developed areas. Fish & Wildlife’s research efforts have 

demonstrated that, while aversive conditioning has limited short-term effectiveness, it does not 

eliminate nuisance behavior in bears, and does nothing to reduce or stabilize the bear population. 

Madonia, M. J. 2011. Evaluation of Aversive Conditioning Using Satellite Collars on Black 

Bears in New Jersey. M.S. Thesis. East Stroudsburg State University, East Stroudsburg, PA. 

pp.125. 
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 Despite concentrated non-lethal management efforts by the State and the Department 

over the past several years, including adding a $1.5 million-dollar supplemental appropriation to 

the Department's Fiscal Year (FY) 2022 and FY 2023 budgets to fund efforts in black bear 

research, response, and non-lethal management measures, the bear population in New Jersey has 

continued to grow. Other non-lethal methodologies such as fertility control, garbage 

management, and black bear outreach and education are addressed in the Responses to 

Comments 30, 31, 34, 35, and 40. 

 

32. COMMENT: The black bear hunting season is opposed. The black bear season will not solve 

nor alleviate damage/nuisance problems or conflicts caused by bears (5, 8, 12, 21, 22, 29, 30, 34, 

35, 37, 42, 47, 51, 56, 57, 64, 74, 78, 83, 88, 91, 92, 93, 113, 114, 130, 140, 145, 157, 159, 161, 

162, 167, 168, 169, 173, 174, 175, 176, 186, 190, 204, 209, 217, 220, 221, 224, 226, 239, 247, 

255, 258, 259, 261, 269, 270, 273, 275, 277, 278, 281, 285, 286, 289, 297, 307, 323, 330, 336, 

353, 355, 357, 366, 367, 368, 372, 396, 415, 416, 417, 418, 419, 420, 422, 425, 432, 441, 444, 

448, 459, 463, 465, 466, 467, 476, 478, 490, 498, 506, 510, 518, 525, 528, 531, 532, 536, 539, 

540, 556, 591, 592, 593, 606, 609, 613, 614, 624, 625, 626, 627, 632, 634, 640, 641, 642, 643, 

646, 649, 659, 665, 669, 675, 682, 684, 685, 694, 697, 701, 703, 707, 711, 726, 728, 737, 738, 

753, 755, 775, 779, 780, 783, 794, 801, 831, 838, 845, 851, 853, 861, 866, 867, 869, 870, 890, 

895, 906, 913, 930, 956, 959, 960, 970, 992, 995, 999, 1,008, 1,009, 1,016, 1,017, 1,019, 1,024, 

1,025, 1,028, 1,033, 1,039, 1,040, 1,043, 1,052, 1,061, 1,067, 1,077, 1,079, 1,088, 1,094, 1,100, 

1,110, 1,113, 1,132, 1,135, 1,148, 1,161, 1,175, 1,178, 1,186, 1,189, 1,191, 1,200, 1,203, 1,209, 

1,221, 1,232, 1,244, 1,247, 1,248, 1,254, 1,256, 1,262, 1,280, 1,284, 1,287, 1,291, 1,307, 1,311, 
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1,316, 1,325, 1,335, 1,337, 1,345, 1,362, 1,363, 1,373, 1,375, 1,380, 1,381, 1,383, 1,405, 1,410, 

1,411, 1,448, 1,450, 1,456, 1,464, 1,468, 1,479, 1,509, 1,518, 1,526, 1,528, 1,529, 1,545, 1,547, 

1,549, 1,559, 1,562, 1,565, 1,595, 1,596, 1,597, 1,605, 1,607, 1,616, 1,634, 1,647, 1,649, 1,654, 

1,655, 1,657, 1,658, 1,660, 1,670, 1,687, 1,689, 1,709, 1,712, 1,722, 1,740, 1,742, 1,745, 1,748, 

1,750, 1,754, 1,759, 1,768, 1,778, 1,803, 1,806, 1,808, 1,810, 1,814, 1,818, 1,837, 1,844, 1,851, 

1,852, 1,864, 1,870, 1,871, 1,885, 1,887, 1,888, 1,889, 1,892, 1,900, 1,907, 1,909, 1,915, 1,926, 

1,930, 1,956, 1,961, 1,962, 1,972, 1,978, 1,982, 1,991, 1,993, 1,997, 2,006, 2,009, 2,015, 2,025, 

2,033, 2,037, 2,038, 2,039, 2,048, 2,053, 2,080, 2,081, 2,082, 2,085, 2,086, 2,087, 2,088, 2,089, 

2,092, 2,117, 2,130, 2,142, 2,145, 2,156, 2,160, 2,163, 2,166, 2,167, 2,168, 2,174, 2,177, 2,182, 

2,183, 2,197, 2,212, 2,214, 2,222, 2,226, 2,228, 2,231, 2,234, 2,243, 2,245, 2,253, 2,256, 2,257, 

2,262, 2,267, 2,275, 2,277, 2,281, 2,290, 2,293, 2,294, 2,296, 2,300, 2,301, 2,306, 2,312, 2,316, 

2,317, 2,323, 2,331, 2,337, 2,370, 2,379, 2,387, 2,389, 2,400, 2,405, 2,407, 2,408, 2,411, 2,414, 

2,431, 2,433, 2,434, 2,442, 2,445, 2,450, 2,458, 2,459, 2,463, 2,466, 2,494, 2,506, 2,519, 2,522, 

2,528, 2,531, 2,534, 2,537, 2,539, 2,546, 2,549, 2,575, 2,605, 2,615, 2,616, 2,629, 2,632, 2,634, 

2,639, 2,651, 2,656, 2,657, 2,670, 2,671, 2,677, 2,678, 2,682, 2,683, 2,686, 2,695, 2,697, 2,723, 

2,730, 2,739, 2,747, 2,749, 2,751, 2,753, 2,754, 2,758, 2,759, 2,762, 2,771, 2,772, 2,774, 2,786, 

2,787, 2,789, 2,793, 2,794, 2,795, 2,798, 2,806, 2,813, 2,815, 2,834, 2,846, 2,857, 2,859, 2,860, 

2,871, 2,881, 2,882, 2,896, 2,906, 2,907, 2,910, 2,913, 2,917, 2,919, 2,929, 2,950, 2,951, 2,955, 

2,978, 2,979, 2,981, 2,986, 2,992, 2,993, 2,995, 3,002, 3,003, 3,005, 3,008, 3,013, 3,030, 3,038, 

3,049, 3,050, 3,060, 3,061, 3,064, 3,074, 3,076, 3,083, 3,086, 3,090, 3,100, 3,105, 3,108, 3,112, 

3,123, 3,130, 3,134, 3,135, 3,158, 3,159, 3,160, 3,164, 3,166, 3,173, 3,177, 3,180, 3,181, 3,182, 

3,196, 3,201, 3,207, 3,221, 3,230, 3,231, 3,235, 3,245, 3,250, 3,255, 3,257, 3,266, 3,267, 3,272, 



NOTE: THIS IS A COURTESY COPY OF THIS RULE ADOPTION. THE OFFICIAL 

VERSION WILL BE PUBLISHED IN THE OCTOBER 2, 2023 NEW JERSEY REGISTER. 

SHOULD THERE BE ANY DISCREPANCIES BETWEEN THIS TEXT AND THE 

OFFICIAL VERSION OF THE ADOPTION, THE OFFICIAL VERSION WILL GOVERN. 
 

431 
 

3,281, 3,282, 3,283, 3,284, 3,289, 3,295, 3,296, 3,297, 3,300, 3,309, 3,310, 3,323, 3,324, 3,325, 

3,332, 3,335, 3,338, 3,351, 3,360, 3,365, 3,367, 3,374, 3,387, 3,399, 3,401, 3,423, 3,424, 3,425, 

3,430, 3,431, 3,440, 3,442, 3,454, 3,460, 3,466, 3,469, 3,485, 3,488, 3,520, 3,524, 3,531, 3,538, 

3,540, 3,543, 3,544, 3,547, 3,549, 3,552, 3,567, 3,570, 3,571, 3,576, 3,582, 3,596, 3,597, 3,616, 

3,617, 3,629, and 3,633). The number of bears in a population is not what drives bear-human 

conflicts (75). 

RESPONSE: Data shows that a regulated hunting season alleviates damage and nuisance 

problems caused by bears by encouraging them to avoid humans and by decreasing bear density. 

Data gathered by the Department demonstrates that the probability of human-bear conflict is a 

direct result of density-dependent factors. The Department's data shows that the number of black 

bear incidents in New Jersey correlates closely with the bear population in the northwest portion 

of the State. As bear habitat is so broadly interspersed with human development in northern New 

Jersey, and because an increasing bear population increases the likelihood that bears will venture 

to other, less suitable, areas in a state that has the highest human population density in the nation, 

the likelihood of potentially dangerous bear-human interactions is a growing concern with the 

projected increase in bear population numbers.  

Other reports have noted similar findings. The Black Bear Management Handbook 

(Black Bear Conservation Committee, 1996 black bear management handbook for Louisiana, 

Mississippi, southern Arkansas, and east Texas. BBCC, Baton Rouge, LA. pp. 28) is the product 

of a broad-based cooperative effort by representatives from state and Federal agencies, private 

conservation groups, and the forestry, agricultural, and academic communities. The Handbook 

states that hunting is commonly recommended as a damage control tool because it reduces 
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negative bear-human interactions and elicits human-avoiding behavior. According to a report 

commissioned by the International Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies (IAFWA, 2005. 

Potential Costs of Losing Hunting and Trapping as Wildlife Management Methods, 444 North 

Capitol Street, NW Suite 725, Washington, DC. pp. 55, 

http://www.fishwildlife.org/pdfs/Costs_of_Losing_HuntingandTrapping_US-Canada.pdf), in 

areas without hunting (for example, national parks and jurisdictions that ban hunting), bears can 

lose their wariness of people, resulting in unfortunate encounters, and negative human/bear 

interactions.  

 

33. COMMENT: Only aggressive (715) or nuisance bears should be killed, and bear hunts will 

only eliminate “woodland” or “deep woods” bears, not nuisance bears that create human/black 

bear conflicts (180, 265, 303, 326, 357, 358, 562, 777, 1,340, 2,380, 2,906, and 3,290). One 

commenter stated that “hunting in the CBBMP is not specifically targeted to address nuisance 

bears” (75). 

RESPONSE: Fish & Wildlife can determine which bears are nuisance bears only after a 

particular bear has had a negative interaction with humans. Even then, the nuisance bear cannot 

always be located and caught. The success rate of targeted captures for nuisance bears is low. 

The low success rate of targeted capture means this methodology would not significantly 

contribute to controlling New Jersey’s growing black bear population or reduce negative human-

bear interactions. Rather, regulated hunting has proven to be a more effective method at culling 

nuisance bears from the population. This is because nuisance bears are, in general, less wary of 

humans. Seventeen percent of the tagged bears harvested during the bear hunting seasons in 
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2015 through 2020 and 2022 were known nuisance bears or bears that were previously captured 

at nuisance locations. Not all nuisance bears are tagged, however, so it is likely that some portion 

of the harvested bears that were untagged during these seasons were also nuisance bears. Thus, 

the actual percentage of harvested black bears that are nuisance bears is likely greater than 17 

percent. 

Hunting has been proven to be an effective method of reducing negative bear-human 

interactions. Fish & Wildlife has a long history of monitoring and conducting research on New 

Jersey’s black bear population. Data gathered provides great insight towards the management of 

the species. Data is utilized to track population response to management decisions and to develop 

appropriate harvest targets to ensure a sustainable population, while preventing the population 

from exceeding cultural carrying capacity. Based on tag returns, nuisance bears, which includes 

daytime-active, food-conditioned, and human-habituated bears, were harvested during each New 

Jersey season. As discussed, 17 percent of the tagged bears harvested during the 2015 through 

2020 and 2022 bear hunting seasons were known nuisance bears or bears that were previously 

captured at nuisance locations.  

The home range of bears in New Jersey averages approximately two square miles for 

females and approximately 60 square miles for males. State biologists continue to radio-collar 

and monitor bears using radio telemetry to acquire information on reproduction, survival, 

mortality, home range size, and habitat use. Daily movements confirmed by radio telemetry 

reveal that black bears can travel between three and 15 miles in circuitous or linear routes 

throughout their home range. Bears living in close proximity to humans also travel through 

woodlands and forested wetlands surrounding and adjacent to human-developed areas. Many of 
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these adjacent areas are open to hunting. Therefore, it is anticipated that nuisance bears will be 

available for harvest by hunters. 

The Council acknowledges that non-nuisance bears—bears that cause no damage to 

property or threaten human safety—will also be harvested. However, the reduced densities of 

bears that will result from the harvest of non-nuisance bears will slow the emigration of bears 

from suitable habitat into non-suitable habitat, thereby further reducing bear-associated 

problems. 

 

34. COMMENT: The black bear hunt is opposed. Bear problems can be resolved through 

education on food and garbage management (19, 27, 31, 41, 63, 86, 88, 89, 94, 100, 105, 106, 

124, 129, 135, 180, 228, 240, 261, 273, 285, 286, 294, 326, 338, 360, 371, 373, 381, 387, 396, 

399, 404, 405, 432, 433, 515, 520, 526, 534, 561, 579, 582, 588, 612, 644, 645, 648, 681, 688, 

738, 745, 751, 754, 774, 793, 815, 824, 826, 842, 849, 865, 874, 894, 908, 914, 915, 917, 961, 

1,004, 1,007, 1,014, 1,030, 1,042, 1,079, 1,089, 1,113, 1,118, 1,119, 1,122, 1,124, 1,168, 1,181, 

1,188, 1,193, 1,235, 1,241, 1,250, 1,253, 1,269, 1,270, 1,280, 1,285, 1,304, 1,316, 1,322, 1,332, 

1,340, 1,342, 1,352, 1,360, 1,364, 1,376, 1,377, 1,379, 1,381, 1,400, 1,405, 1,411, 1,415, 1,418, 

1,437, 1,445, 1,496, 1,498, 1,573, 1,580, 1,587, 1,603, 1,609, 1,643, 1,644, 1,645, 1,657, 1,662, 

1,686, 1,688, 1,736, 1,755, 1,787, 1,825, 1,829, 1,844, 1,847, 1,849, 1,850, 1,851, 1,857, 1,869, 

1,887, 1,890, 1,895, 1,919, 1,921, 1,923, 1,930, 1,937, 1,956, 1,974, 1,977, 2,002, 2,018, 2,136, 

2,040, 2,079, 2,086, 2,118, 2,136, 2,160, 2,175, 2,192, 2,216, 2,219, 2,254, 2,270, 2,271, 2,274, 

2,280, 2,318, 2,343, 2,346, 2,349, 2,391, 2,419, 2,425, 2,501, 2,512, 2,549, 2,555, 2,561, 2,562, 

2,592, 2,604, 2,618, 2,619, 2,620, 2,630, 2,651, 2,662, 2,664, 2,665, 2,666, 2,686, 2,692, 2,694, 
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2,695, 2,713, 2,714, 2,715, 2,726, 2,751, 2,791, 2,800, 2,802, 2,812, 2,821, 2,834, 2,852, 2,867, 

2,876, 2,906, 2,925, 2,932, 2,955, 2,967, 2,990, 2,992, 3,027, 3,049, 3,058, 3,091, 3,122, 3,143, 

3,223, 3,257, 3,262, 3,274, 3,284, 3,292, 3,298, 3,368, 3,371, 3,372, 3,393, 3,397, 3,446, 3,448, 

3,466, 3,477, 3,478, 3,479, 3,480, 3,488, 3,490, 3,517, 3,553, 3,580, 3,589, 3,597, 3,599, 3,605, 

and 3,636), New Jersey should implement a Bear Smart/Bear Aware program (22, 176, 510, 579, 

592, 593, 626, 755, 783, 895, 1,113, 1,314, 1,411, 1,559, 1,687, 1,778, 1,961, 2,136, 2,231, 

2,245, 2,387, 2,458, 2,798, 2,813, 2,856, 2,937, 3,105, 3,289, and 3,469), and there should be a 

bear education coordinator for each county with mapping of bear-human conflicts (2,136). 

RESPONSE: Experience over several decades has shown that black bear education alone will 

not eliminate bear-human conflicts and will not control the bear population. However, the 

Council recognizes that people altering their behaviors can reduce negative bear-human 

interactions. Accordingly, the CBBMP supports educational efforts and the continued evaluation 

of the effectiveness of these efforts in reducing bear-human conflict.  

Over the years, the Department has conducted intensive and extensive public education 

campaigns, not only about control of human-derived food sources, but also common-sense 

practices that help reduce the risk of negative black bear behavior on humans, their homes, their 

property, and their communities. From FY 2001 through FY 2022, Fish & Wildlife has devoted 

millions of dollars to such education. The educational campaigns include the use of various 

forms of media, such as signage, news releases, educational brochures, videos, advertisements, 

internet and other marketing, and even a documentary. The primary focus of education has been 

to impart an understanding of bear ecology to the public and to recommend human behavioral 

adjustments for those living and recreating in bear country.  
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Since 2010, Fish & Wildlife has produced and distributed bear education material to the 

general public, including park, campground and outdoor recreation brochures, Garbage Bag Tags 

(plastic signs) with bear-proofing tips, signs for use in parks and campgrounds, waste hauler bill 

inserts, “Do Not Feed the Bears” bookmarks, and “Do Not Feed the Bears” bumper stickers.  

Additional educational pieces distributed include: residential household brochures, educational 

coloring books and educational book covers for distribution through schools, and camper 

behavior in bear country cards for distribution in campgrounds. In 2021, Fish & Wildlife printed 

2,400 bear safety information trailhead signs and distributed them to managers of State, Federal, 

county, municipal, and privately-owned parklands within the State for posting. These signs 

instruct hikers and visitors not to feed bears and include helpful steps one should take if a bear is 

encountered. 

A television public service announcement was created to provide information on how to 

bear-proof homes and yards and to help prevent bears from becoming problems. Since 2010, 

Fish & Wildlife biologists and public information specialists also presented programs in all 21 

New Jersey counties to over 78,000 people, including school groups, camp groups, service 

organizations, clubs, Boy and Girl Scout troops, police departments, and to those in attendance at 

municipal meetings. Fish & Wildlife also contracted for, and assisted in, the production of the 

film documentary Bear Country, New Jersey. The film explains the natural and historic 

perspective on black bear in the Garden State and follows Fish & Wildlife biologists through 

their annual cycle of black bear research. Approximately 200 copies of the film were distributed 

to schools, environmental education centers Statewide, and other states’ fish and wildlife 
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agencies. It has been broadcast numerous times on PBS affiliates around the country and 

internationally. 

The Department provides education in the form of news releases as well, alerting the 

public to safety issues regarding New Jersey's growing black bear population and providing bear 

information, bear-proofing techniques, and black bear garbage management guidelines. The 

Department continues to address media-related inquiries and interviews regarding bears, as well 

as participates in numerous municipal meetings concerning bears. Topics covered include public 

safety issues, urging residents to properly “bear-proof” their surroundings, and providing 

information on living with an expanding bear population. Fish & Wildlife also uses reports of 

bear sightings or complaints as opportunities to educate residents in, and visitors to, bear country 

about how to “bear proof” surroundings and how to avoid negative encounters with bears. 

Beginning in FY 2021, Fish & Wildlife began contracting with a marketing firm to 

develop and produce a comprehensive bear awareness campaign that included a redesign of Fish 

& Wildlife’s bear-related webpages. Fish & Wildlife’s redesigned website, launched in August 

2022, included the newly developed Know the Bear Facts webpage at 

https://dep.nj.gov/njfw/bears/, which includes 27 separate webpages of bear safety information. 

The site includes information regarding bear biology and natural history, tips to better manage 

garbage and human-derived food sources, safety tips, a brochure highlighting ways to prevent 

and minimize problems with bears, tips for farmers to help protect livestock, where to purchase 

bear-resistant garbage containers, how to report bear activity, links to additional information, and 

educational brochures for those camping, hiking, or fishing in bear country. The marketing firm 

and Fish & Wildlife also created resources in English and Spanish, including videos, radio 
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advertisements, and social media advertisements. Fish & Wildlife has also issued video public 

service announcements on the Department’s web page and through news outlets to provide 

information about black bears to help residents minimize bear problems around their homes and 

to help visitors recreate safely in bear country. 

It is important to emphasize, however, that even with Fish & Wildlife’s extensive public 

education programs and citizen advocacy groups conducting bear education programs, bear-

human conflicts in New Jersey continued to rise. Although public education is important, 

education alone can neither eliminate problems associated with an expanding bear population nor 

control population size.  

 

35. COMMENT: Fish & Wildlife should install trailhead signage with information on bears and 

bear behavior (19, 27, 31, 41, 89, 100, 124. 129, 240, 348, 404, 514, 515, 534, 571, 579, 681, 

745, 751, 826, 865, 922, 1,004, 1,118, 1,119, 1,342, 1,364, 1,415, 1,496, 1,542, 1,603, 1,643, 

1,644, 1,850, 1,895, 1,921, 1,977, 2,040, 2,079, 2,086, 2,160, 2,219, 2,271, 2,318, 2,343, 2,604, 

2,643, 2,694, 2,812, 3,027, 3,058, 3,589, and 3,605). 

RESPONSE: The CBBMP recommends the use of trailhead signage to alert those recreating in 

bear country. As indicated in the Response to Comment 34, in 2021 Fish & Wildlife printed 

2,400 bear safety information trailhead signs and distributed them to managers of State-, Federal-

, county-, municipal-, and privately owned parklands for posting. These signs, as well as 

pamphlets printed by Fish & Wildlife and similarly distributed, instruct hikers and visitors not to 

feed bears and include helpful steps one should take if a bear is encountered. 
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36. COMMENT: The hunting components of the Game Code and the CBBMP are opposed; the 

bear hunt is nothing more than a trophy hunt (5, 75 1,113, 1,405, 1,657, 2,854, 3,049, and 3,292), 

hunting is not conservation (5, 1,596, 1,838, 1,971, 2,043, 3,239, and 3,348), and the bear hunt is 

solely recreational and not management (7, 8, 14, 17, 21, 22, 29, 30, 34, 35, 37, 42, 47, 51, 56, 

57, 64, 68, 70, 74, 75, 83, 92, 93, 109, 114, 130, 140, 157, 159, 161, 162, 167, 168, 169, 173, 

174, 175, 176, 180, 186, 204, 217, 220, 221, 224, 226, 237, 239, 247, 255, 258, 259, 261, 269, 

270, 275, 281, 283, 285, 289, 297, 326, 330, 336, 353, 355, 357, 364, 366, 367, 368, 369, 372, 

399, 415, 416, 417, 418, 419, 420, 432, 441, 444, 448, 459, 463, 465, 466, 467, 474, 476, 490, 

498, 506, 510, 518, 525, 531, 532, 536, 539, 540, 556, 578, 592, 593, 606, 607, 609, 612, 613, 

614, 624, 625, 626, 627, 632, 634, 640, 641, 642, 643, 646, 649, 661, 665, 669, 675, 684, 685, 

694, 697, 701, 711, 726, 728, 730, 737, 738, 742, 753, 755, 775, 779, 780, 783, 794, 801, 831, 

845, 851, 853, 859, 861, 867, 869, 890, 895, 905, 906, 913, 921, 930, 949, 956, 959, 968, 970, 

992, 995, 997, 999, 1,000, 1,001, 1,008, 1,009, 1,016, 1,017, 1,024, 1,025, 1,026, 1,027, 1,039, 

1,040, 1,043, 1,052, 1,061, 1,065, 1,079, 1,094, 1,110, 1,113, 1,132, 1,135, 1,137, 1,148, 1,161, 

1,170, 1,175, 1,178, 1,186, 1,191, 1,200, 1,202, 1,203, 1,209, 1,221, 1,232, 1,237, 1,244, 1,247, 

1,248, 1,256, 1,262, 1,272, 1,280, 1,284, 1,287, 1,307, 1,311, 1,316, 1,325, 1,335, 1,337, 1,345, 

1,362, 1,363, 1,373, 1,375, 1,380, 1,381, 1,402, 1,405, 1,410, 1,411, 1,417, 1,448, 1,450, 1,456, 

1,463, 1,468, 1,498, 1,509, 1,518, 1,526, 1,528, 1,529, 1,540, 1,545, 1,549, 1,559, 1,562, 1,565, 

1,595, 1,597, 1,605, 1,607, 1,616, 1,634, 1,647, 1,649, 1,655, 1,657, 1,658, 1,660, 1,670, 1,687, 

1,689, 1,709, 1,712, 1,740, 1,742, 1,745, 1,748, 1,750, 1,754, 1,759, 1,768, 1,778, 1,803, 1,806, 

1,808, 1,810, 1,818, 1,837, 1,838, 1,844, 1,851, 1,852, 1,864, 1,870, 1,871, 1,885, 1,887, 1,888, 

1,889, 1,892, 1,900, 1,904, 1,907, 1,909, 1,915, 1,930, 1,945, 1,961, 1,962, 1,967, 1,972, 1,978, 
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1,993, 2,002, 2,006, 2,007, 2,009, 2,025, 2,038, 2,039, 2,043, 2,046, 2,048, 2,053, 2,080, 2,081, 

2,082, 2,085, 2,086, 2,087, 2,088, 2,091, 2,092, 2,117, 2,130, 2,142, 2,160, 2,163, 2,167, 2,168, 

2,174, 2,186, 2,197, 2,212, 2,222, 2,226, 2,228, 2,231, 2,234, 2,243, 2,245, 2,253, 2,254, 2,256, 

2,257, 2,262, 2,267, 2,275, 2,277, 2,281, 2,290, 2,294, 2,296, 2,300, 2,301, 2,306, 2,312, 2,316, 

2,323, 2,331, 2,337, 2,370, 2,379, 2,389, 2,395, 2,400, 2,405, 2,407, 2,408, 2,414, 2,420, 2,431, 

2,434, 2,442, 2,445, 2,448, 2,450, 2,451, 2,453, 2,458, 2,459, 2,463, 2,466, 2,493, 2,494, 2,501, 

2,506, 2,519, 2,522, 2,528, 2,531, 2,534, 2,537, 2,539, 2,546, 2,549, 2,575, 2,605, 2,615, 2,616, 

2,622, 2,629, 2,632, 2,634, 2,639, 2,642, 2,656, 2,657, 2,670, 2,671, 2,677, 2,682, 2,683, 2,695, 

2,697, 2,703, 2,704, 2,719, 2,723, 2,730, 2,739, 2,748, 2,749, 2,753, 2,758, 2,759, 2,762, 2,771, 

2,772, 2,774, 2,786, 2,789, 2,793, 2,794, 2,795, 2,798, 2,802, 2,815, 2,834, 2,846, 2,857, 2,859, 

2,860, 2,862, 2,871, 2,881, 2,896, 2,907, 2,910, 2,913, 2,917, 2,929, 2,932, 2,950, 2,951, 2,955, 

2,978, 2,979, 2,981, 2,986, 2,993, 2,995, 3,002, 3,003, 3,005, 3,006, 3,008, 3,013, 3,030, 3,050, 

3,060, 3,061, 3,064, 3,074, 3,076, 3,083, 3,086, 3,090, 3,100, 3,108, 3,112, 3,123, 3,129, 3,130, 

3,134, 3,135, 3,151, 3,157, 3,158, 3,159, 3,164, 3,166, 3,168, 3,169, 3,173, 3,174, 3,177, 3,180, 

3,181, 3,182, 3,201, 3,207, 3,209, 3,211, 3,221, 3,230, 3,231, 3,235, 3,245, 3,250, 3,252, 3,255, 

3,257, 3,266, 3,267, 3,272, 3,281, 3,282, 3,283, 3,289, 3,290, 3,292, 3,295, 3,296, 3,297, 3,300, 

3,301, 3,306, 3,310, 3,312, 3,323, 3,324, 3,325, 3,332, 3,335, 3,338, 3,360, 3,365, 3,367, 3,368, 

3,374, 3,389, 3,399, 3,401, 3,423, 3,424, 3,425, 3,427, 3,430, 3,431, 3,440, 3,442, 3,454, 3,460, 

3,466, 3,469, 3,485, 3,520, 3,524, 3,529, 3,531, 3,538, 3,540, 3,543, 3,544, 3,547, 3,549, 3,564, 

3,567, 3,570, 3,571, 3,576, 3,582, 3,596, 3,597, 3,616, 3,617, 3,629, and 3,633). 

RESPONSE: The regulated bear hunting season was not designed to be a “trophy hunt.” 

Although the bear hunt serves, in part, to fulfill the Council’s mandate to provide for public 
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recreation, it also serves subsistence and management purposes. The Game Code prohibits the 

wanton waste of black bear. 

Specifically, the management aspects of the bear hunt are integral to the comprehensive 

management of black bears in New Jersey. The regulated hunting season as set forth in the Game 

Code and CBBMP allows for the harvest of either-sex bears of any age, with the exception of 

cubs 75 pounds and under, and adults accompanying cubs, which will slow the rate of black bear 

population growth and reduce negative bear-human interactions. Additionally, the hunt provides 

valuable data on black bear age, sex, and physical condition. The harvest of tagged bears 

provides information on movement and survival rates, as well as important information for 

estimating the population.  

 

37. COMMENT: The bear hunt is opposed. Bear-human conflicts are the result of man-altered 

habitat and human encroachment on undeveloped land, and protection of habitat would eliminate 

bear-human conflict (31, 41, 72, 76, 85, 100, 106, 116, 139, 146, 203, 221, 232, 273, 280, 308, 

311, 318, 322, 328, 352, 375, 394, 397, 433, 444, 453, 472, 493, 498, 514, 520, 528, 548, 562, 

568, 588, 607, 626, 628, 661, 668, 688, 696, 708, 730, 742, 751, 760, 787, 834, 884, 929, 933, 

934, 941, 1,020, 1,026, 1,028, 1,051, 1,074, 1,095, 1,113, 1,134, 1,195, 1,211, 1,212, 1,249, 

1,268, 1,269, 1,304, 1,316, 1,376, 1,381, 1,394, 1,400, 1,405, 1,410, 1,415, 1,425, 1,452, 1,504, 

1,521, 1,552, 1,557, 1,581, 1,588, 1,591, 1,599, 1,609, 1,612, 1,632, 1,641, 1,657, 1,662, 1,672, 

1,686, 1,698, 1,745, 1,794, 1,797, 1,807, 1,830, 1,854, 1,875, 1,880, 1,905, 1,930, 1,971, 1,974, 

2,010, 2,015, 2,019, 2,042, 2,046, 2,086, 2,098, 2,112, 2,172, 2,186, 2,192, 2,254, 2,306, 2,390, 

2,402, 2,424, 2,427, 2,451, 2,453, 2,479, 2,487, 2,501, 2,524, 2,543, 2,558, 2,562, 2,581, 2,604, 
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2,636, 2,695, 2,703, 2,742, 2,763, 2,800, 2,802, 2,809, 2,813, 2,817, 2,906, 2,920, 2,932, 2,947, 

3,022, 3,036, 3,041, 3,092, 3,107, 3,127, 3,133, 3,156, 3,157, 3,171, 3,188, 3,236, 3,238, 3,239, 

3,307, 3,413, 3,448, 3,472, 3,484, 3,490, 3,502, 3,517, 3,534, 3,570, 3,576, 3,585, and 3,618). 

RESPONSE: The Council recognizes that habitat modification and loss, and human 

encroachment on open space, are factors that may be associated with negative bear-human 

interactions. However, the Council also notes that the growing and expanding bear population 

and resulting high bear density contribute to negative bear-human interactions both in prime bear 

habitat and in those areas of lower quality bear habitat where dispersing bears are setting up new 

home ranges. As a result, even if all remaining undeveloped land in private ownership could be 

purchased and preserved, bear-human conflicts would continue with the expanding black bear 

population. 

As evidenced by its growing bear population, New Jersey contains suitable habitat to 

support a viable and healthy black bear population. The Council agrees that protection of this 

available habitat is critical to sustaining New Jersey’s bear population and part of the solution to 

reducing the likelihood of bears emigrating to less suitable habitats in urban and suburban 

landscapes. To this end, the Department, through its Green Acres Program and State Park and 

Wildlife Management Area systems, has acquired a significant amount of habitat that is 

important to black bears. The Highlands Water Protection and Planning Act, N.J.S.A. 13:20-1 et 

seq., also helps ensure that bears remain part of New Jersey’s landscape. Fish & Wildlife’s 

Connecting Habitat Across New Jersey (CHANJ) project prioritizes key habitat pathways for 

acquisition or enhancement to provide wildlife corridors navigating our roadways. The 

Department’s open space acquisition program has been instrumental in protecting these habitats 
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and the Council supports further habitat acquisition and improvement programs. The Department 

currently manages over 812,000 acres of State-owned land. However, because habitat 

preservation alone cannot completely address the negative impacts of a growing bear population 

as noted, the Council has determined that a regulated hunt is a necessary part of its 

comprehensive black bear management strategy. 

 

38. COMMENT: Conservation police officers or local police departments should be employed to 

handle nuisance bear complaints instead of allowing a hunt (1,379 and 2,136). 

RESPONSE: The CBBMP supports the continued use of the Black Bear Rating and Response 

Criteria (BBRRC), which categorizes bear behavior and appropriate responsive actions, and 

recognizes that the cooperation of law enforcement personnel from all levels of governmental 

agencies within black bear range is essential to the implementation of the bear response policy. 

Fish & Wildlife staff have trained nearly 1,000 local police officers, State Troopers, and State, 

county, and municipal park rangers to assist in problem bear response. However, it is important 

to note that law enforcement response to bear complaints does not affect the size or rate of 

increase of the bear population. 

While the size of the bear population and the number of damage and nuisance complaints 

are closely correlated, the Council notes that the bear hunt is not solely used to reduce or handle 

nuisance bears, but rather serves to further multiple management goals.  

 

39. COMMENT: The CBBMP should not allow a hunt because hunting poses a threat to human 

safety (75, 146, 147, 236, 275, 298, 410, 445, 446, 595, 1,518, 1,774, 1,969, 2,132, 2,263, 2,379, 
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2,417, 2,530, 2,900, 2,966, 3,569, and 3,614). 

RESPONSE: Every hunter, regardless of age, must successfully complete the New Jersey Hunter 

Education Course in order to purchase their first hunting license. Hunter education courses 

require that the prospective hunter complete a course of home study (which requires that students 

view a video, study a booklet, and answer questions in a workbook), take a written exam, and 

attend a field session and a live-fire range session. Before the license can be issued, every 

graduate must show safe and responsible firearms handling and pass the written examination. 

There have been no recorded hunting accidents while hunting for bear in New Jersey. 

Over the last 20 years, New Jersey hunters participating in other seasons averaged 6.2 hunting 

incidents with injury per year, while spending approximately 3,000,000 hunting days a field each 

year. These incidents were typically limited to a hunter shot and injured by a hunting partner. 

The low number of incidents is attributed to mandatory hunter education and the use of 

fluorescent hunter orange. In the last 20 years, hunters in hunting incidents injured three non-

hunters. A non-hunter injured by a hunter is a rare occurrence. 

 

40. COMMENT: The bear hunt should not be allowed; the use of fertility control should be used 

to control the black bear population (19, 22, 31, 41, 59, 63, 65, 79, 85, 86, 88, 89, 95, 96, 99, 

104, 106, 112, 115, 124, 129, 135, 141, 150, 151, 152, 170, 185, 193, 196, 201, 221, 222, 240, 

249, 271, 272, 277, 278, 287, 294, 295, 301, 303, 306, 337, 338, 339, 341, 344, 359, 370, 386, 

391, 398, 412, 428, 433, 460, 491, 492, 515, 519, 526, 534, 541, 543, 546, 548, 550, 561, 563, 

571, 579, 597, 644, 645, 666, 671, 674, 681, 682, 687, 695, 706, 718, 728, 743, 745, 759, 774, 

793, 809, 819, 822, 826, 837, 841, 842, 865, 873, 877, 878, 879, 880, 882, 897, 898, 903, 910, 
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922, 939, 945, 964, 976, 994, 1,004, 1,013, 1,014, 1,015, 1,019, 1,029, 1,030, 1,032, 1,037, 

1,054, 1,058, 1,078, 1,101, 1,103, 1,107, 1,108, 1,109, 1,118, 1,119, 1,125, 1,149, 1,157, 1,179, 

1,188, 1,190, 1,201, 1,202, 1,204, 1,206, 1,215, 1,221, 1,260, 1,265, 1,271, 1,278, 1,283, 1,288, 

1,292, 1,299, 1,305, 1,320, 1,323, 1,329, 1,334, 1,340, 1,342, 1,346, 1,354, 1,373, 1,382, 1,392, 

1,401, 1,402, 1,412, 1,415, 1,428, 1,434, 1,435, 1,437, 1,491, 1,496, 1,531, 1,534, 1,535, 1,536, 

1,537, 1,538, 1,540, 1,542, 1,552, 1,558, 1,563, 1,570, 1,579, 1,592, 1,596, 1,603, 1,621, 1,629, 

1,631, 1,643, 1,644, 1,645, 1,676, 1,693, 1,711, 1,724, 1,735, 1,761, 1,804, 1,811, 1,817, 1,838, 

1,840, 1,848, 1,849, 1,851, 1,863, 1,869, 1,881, 1,891, 1,894, 1,895, 1,919, 1,920, 1,932, 1,943, 

1,957, 1,963, 1,977, 1,985, 1,986, 1,988, 2,004, 2,007, 2,024, 2,030, 2,036, 2,040, 2,041, 2,044, 

2,052, 2,073, 2,079, 2,083, 2,084, 2,085, 2,115, 2,136, 2,149, 2,160, 2,169, 2,188, 2,201, 2,202, 

2,210, 2,212, 2,219, 2,221, 2,229, 2,232, 2,248, 2,260, 2,272, 2,274, 2,289, 2,299, 2,318, 2,338, 

2,339, 2,343, 2,345, 2,348, 2,349, 2,362, 2,364, 2,398, 2,409, 2,412, 2,413, 2,417, 2,418, 2,432, 

2,449, 2,455, 2,460, 2,461, 2,482, 2,487, 2,498, 2,520, 2,532, 2,538, 2,540, 2,542, 2,549, 2,597, 

2,604, 2,609, 2,612, 2,613, 2,643, 2,647, 2,662, 2,663, 2,664, 2,665, 2,666, 2,692, 2,694, 2,706, 

2,710, 2,726, 2,731, 2,732, 2,751, 2,770, 2,781, 2,788, 2,797, 2,812, 2,817, 2,821, 2,852, 2,870, 

2,885, 2,893, 2,894, 2,898, 2,902, 2,905, 2,932, 2,936, 2,950, 2,954, 2,955, 2,982, 2,983, 2,984, 

2,987, 2,988, 2,990, 3,007, 3,010, 3,011, 3,020, 3,027, 3,040, 3,041, 3,049, 3,052, 3,058, 3,062, 

3,071, 3,088, 3,101, 3,122, 3,130, 3,131, 3,134, 3,143, 3,151, 3,153, 3,168, 3,169, 3,183, 3,184, 

3,218, 3,220, 3,241, 3,251, 3,252, 3,254, 3,256, 3,287, 3,303, 3,304, 3,358, 3,366, 3,372, 3,385, 

3,386, 3,392, 3,394, 3,395, 3,399, 3,409, 3,410, 3,413, 3,429, 3,434, 3,435, 3,444, 3,449, 3,453, 

3,468, 3,477, 3,478, 3,479, 3,480, 3,481, 3,482, 3,493, 3,494, 3,502, 3,505, 3,512, 3,514, 3,537, 

3,542, 3,585, 3,589, 3,595, 3,605, 3,609, 3,618, and 3,630). 
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RESPONSE: The Council has determined that non-lethal fertility control is not a viable method 

for controlling the black bear population at this time. The Department’s Division of Science and 

Research commissioned a literature review of fertility control on bears and other wildlife (An 

Analysis of the Feasibility of Using Fertility Control to Manage New Jersey Black Bear 

Populations, 2006, Fraker et al.), which concluded that fertility control is very unlikely to be a 

feasible means of managing the black bear population in New Jersey due to the costs involved 

with field capture and the inability to capture enough bears to affect population size, even if a 

licensed fertility agent existed (currently, none do exist) for bears. This literature review was 

repeated with the same conclusion by Dr. Catherine Treddick of Stockton University in 2018 and 

again by the Department’s Division of Science and Research in 2021. 

To date, sterilization, neutering, and contraception have not been developed or tested and 

found to be feasible and/or effective tools for reducing wild, free ranging populations of any bear 

species. Surgical sterilization is expensive and poses concern for the individual animal during 

field surgery and recovery. Immuno-contraceptive vaccines, such as PZP, have not been proven 

in wild black bear populations. At this time, regulated hunting is the only viable available 

management option for controlling the black bear population. 

 

41. COMMENT: The black bear population estimates are of questionable validity (44, 75, 76, 

246, 328, 363, 567, 599, 600, 628, 656, 1,313, 1,348, 1,804, 2,233, 2,311, 2,449, 2,518, 2,937, 

3,049, 3,189, and 3,262). There is no reliable population estimate and there is insufficient data on 

the number of bears that can be killed; lack of an accurate, reliable, and credible population 

estimate compromises the bear population (75 and 1,405), the use of hair snares in combination 
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with data analysis for population analyses should be employed (75), and hunters skew the 

harvest rate by purposely avoiding killing tagged bears (75 and 1,405).  

RESPONSE: Fish & Wildlife has intensively and extensively monitored New Jersey’s black bear 

population for over 40 years. During that time, Fish & Wildlife has used several population 

estimators to estimate the black bear population in the northwest portion of the State, including a 

modified Horvitz-Thompson estimator, an estimate based on relatedness of bears sampled during 

research and control activities using DNA, and the Lincoln-Petersen (L-P) index. 

Fish & Wildlife used hair snares to collect data for DNA-related abundance estimates in 

2001 and 2002; however, this method is better suited for populations smaller in size than New 

Jersey’s black bear population. When New Jersey’s bear hunting season was reinstituted in 2003, 

it was more practical to utilize the Lincoln-Peterson (L-P) and modified Horvitz-Thompson 

estimators. As the estimates generated by the L-P and modified Horvitz-Thompson estimators 

matched up well, Fish & Wildlife has since used the L-P Index, as well as a linear regression 

model, to estimate the black bear population.  

The L-P Index is a widely used estimator for bear populations, and is utilized in many 

states, including neighboring Pennsylvania. In addition to its own experience, Fish & Wildlife 

also reviewed the Northeast Black Bear Technical Committee’s Bear Management Options 

Handbook, which has a detailed discussion on the strengths and weaknesses of each population 

estimation method used by bear biologists in the Northeast. At this time, Fish & Wildlife has 

found that the L-P and linear regression model estimators are not only the most practical, but 

also produce the best available estimates for management purposes.   
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 Commenters assert that the L-P estimator is flawed because it assumes the probability of 

a hunter harvesting a tagged bear is equal to that of harvesting a non-tagged bear, which they 

claim is inaccurate because hunters avoid shooting tagged bears in order to extend the season. 

However, there is no evidence to support this assertion. Bears are tagged with very small metal 

tags of about one inch in length, which would be difficult to detect at distance. Rather, data 

supports that bear hunters shoot bears as they appear before them; untagged bears and tagged 

bears (those tagged as nuisance and tagged for research). 

Fish & Wildlife’s population estimates and projections have been reviewed and 

supported by wildlife biologists familiar with bear population estimation, as well as by university 

wildlife professors. These experts include recognized biologists and statisticians from Penn State 

University, Rutgers University, University of Georgia, and Colorado State University; the United 

States Fish and Wildlife Service; State wildlife agencies; and private organizations. Fish & 

Wildlife continues to work with statisticians and wildlife studies experts to improve the bear 

population model.  

 

42. COMMENT: New Jersey cannot determine bear population growth because it relies on only 

monitoring 15 radio-collared sows and this is too small a sample size for an accurate prediction, 

and this will result in population-level harm, as black bears require intensive monitoring to 

manage (75).  

RESPONSE: The Council agrees that 15 collared bears would be insufficient as a basis for 

assessment of reproductive potential if this represented the totality of research on black bears in 

New Jersey. However, while Fish & Wildlife may radio-collar approximately 15 bears at any one 



NOTE: THIS IS A COURTESY COPY OF THIS RULE ADOPTION. THE OFFICIAL 

VERSION WILL BE PUBLISHED IN THE OCTOBER 2, 2023 NEW JERSEY REGISTER. 

SHOULD THERE BE ANY DISCREPANCIES BETWEEN THIS TEXT AND THE 

OFFICIAL VERSION OF THE ADOPTION, THE OFFICIAL VERSION WILL GOVERN. 
 

449 
 

time, it has over 40 years of reproductive data, totaling hundreds of bears, and has found it to be 

consistent over time. The State relies on decades of data, including from the hunting season, den 

work, and field work, not any one individual year’s data, to inform management decisions and 

protect New Jersey’s black bear population from over-harvest or population-level harm.  

 

43. COMMENT: The State must census bears (1,113, 1,405, and 1,657). 

RESPONSE: A “census” of a population is defined as a complete count of all individuals in a 

population. While a census method may be practical for humans, or animals within a small or 

confined area, such as a fenced property or an island, it is virtually impossible for free-ranging 

wildlife over a vast area of highly variable forested terrain. Because of the difficulty inherent in a 

census of this type, almost all free-ranging wildlife populations are estimated using various 

modeling techniques, such as those used by the Department, as described in the Response to 

Comment 41.  

 

44. COMMENT: An “imminent bear population explosion” contradicts black bear population 

science. A 33 percent population increase over the course of two years is highly improbable (75). 

RESPONSE: Fish & Wildlife has extensively and intensively studied New Jersey’s black bear 

population for over 40 years, and its data shows that New Jersey’s black bears are some of the 

most productive in the country. The average litter size in New Jersey is 2.7 cubs per litter. The 

most common litter size is three (43 percent), followed by litters of four (23 percent), and two (22 

percent). Other areas of the country average fewer than 2.2 cubs per litter. 
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Utilizing this information, along with other data, Fish & Wildlife projected that, without a 

hunt in December 2022, the bear population in the northwest portion of the State would approach 

or exceed 4,000 bears. To the extent this comment is in regard to imminent peril, the November 

15, 2022 emergency adoption of the CBBMP and related Game Code amendments has expired 

and is beyond the scope of this rulemaking, which concerns the concurrently proposed CBBMP 

and related Game Code amendments. Accordingly, comments regarding the Statement of 

Imminent Peril that was issued as part of that adoption, are outside the scope of this rulemaking. 

 

45. COMMENT: Complaint data cited by the Council is of questionable validity (75). The 

imminent peril is unfounded and manipulative because the overwhelming majority of bear 

reports are non-threatening and the purported number of aggressive bears is highly overstated, 

the non-lethal and garbage enforcement is insufficient, and the assertion that farmers will 

experience more crop damage is false and that the 237 percent increase in bear damage and 

nuisance complaints as cited as the reason for the imminent peril contains many incidents that do 

not pose a threat to human safety (75 and 1,405).   

RESPONSE: Fish & Wildlife personnel receive reports about black bear complaints through the 

Department’s New Jersey Environmental Management System (NJEMS), as a “Communication 

Center Notification Report” and log these reports into a computer database. Fish & Wildlife 

personnel make attempts to interview the complainants for all Category I complaints, conduct 

on-site inspections, and verify the details of the incident. The record of these reports is on file 

with the Department’s Communication Center, and Fish & Wildlife maintains an archive of the 

database tracking the complaints. Complaints are categorized pursuant to the Black Bear Rating 
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and Response Criteria (BBRRC), which was established using protocols developed by bear 

experts across the continent. 

In 2010, former Department Commissioner Bob Martin called for an audit of Fish & 

Wildlife’s procedures for collecting and reporting bear incident data, after receiving allegations 

that this data was inflated and inaccurate. The results of the audit showed, and the Commissioner 

concluded, that the “allegations challenging the accuracy of the Department’s black bear incident 

data [were] unfounded and, quite simply, wrong.”  

With respect to the commenters’ discussion of imminent peril, the November 15, 2022 

emergency adoption of the CBBMP and related Game Code amendments has expired and is 

beyond the scope of this rulemaking, which concerns the concurrently proposed CBBMP and 

related Game Code amendments. Accordingly, comments regarding the Statement of Imminent 

Peril that was issued as part of that adoption, are outside the scope of this rulemaking.  

 

46. COMMENT: There is nothing scientific about a policy that aims to kill 25 to 30 percent of 

the population (1,113, 1,405, 1,657, 2,747, and 2,854), 30 percent quotas decimate bear 

populations  (1,113, 1,405, and 1,657), and a 30 percent harvest rate allows for an unlimited 

number of bears to be killed (75). 

RESPONSE: The CBBMP does not aim to reduce the black bear population by 25 to 30 percent. 

As discussed in the CBBMP, the Council has determined that the State’s black bear population 

can sustain a 20 to 30 percent harvest rate. The harvest rate is not the percentage of the total bear 

population that can be harvested. Rather, a harvest rate is a metric used to ensure sustainable 

take.  In the case of New Jersey’s black bear population, a portion of which is tagged, the harvest 
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rate equals the number of tagged bears harvested divided by the number of tagged bears 

available for harvest. In order to protect wildlife populations from overharvest, there are upper 

limits to sustainable harvest rates. The Council recommends that bear season formats in New 

Jersey mandate season closure if harvest rates reach 30 percent.  

 

47. COMMENT: Data within the CBBMP is not factual or accurate and is based on inaccurate 

and outdated data (1,405).  

RESPONSE: The State’s most recent black bear population estimates are based on mark-

recapture methodology, where bears are tagged (marked) through State trapping efforts, and then 

tagged bears harvested by hunters provide recapture data. Because the L-P estimator utilizes the 

recapture data collected in Segment A (the October segment of the hunting season), the lack of a 

hunt in 2021, and only a partial hunt in 2022 (Segment B only), resulted in the State being unable 

to generate L-P population estimates for those years. This resulted in figures within the proposed 

CBBMP that did not include 2021 or 2022 population estimates. Additionally, because the 

concurrent proposal was filed in November 2022, prior to the end of the year, the Council was 

unable to incorporate other 2022 data into the 2022 CBBMP.  

The Council agrees that the Figures in the CBBMP can, and should, be updated to 

include current data to the extent available. In order to ensure the 2022 CBBMP contains the 

most current data, the Council is updating the Figures within the CBBMP, upon adoption, to 

include all available 2021 and 2022 data. The Council is also updating the cover page to include 

the CBBMP’s full title, and the Introduction to note the supplemental appropriation provided in 

FY 2022. These changes are non-substantial, as this data does not affect or change the 
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determinations reflected in the substance of the adopted CBBMP or related Game Code 

amendments.  

 

48. COMMENT: If Fish & Wildlife relocated bears to other parts of New Jersey or to a zoo or 

“sanctuary,” the need for a hunt would be eliminated (22, 104, 203, 308, 708, 715, 730, 1,451, 

1,473, 1,730, 1,731, 1,753, 1,797, 1,830, 1,956, 1,993, 2,336, 2,374, 2,376, 2,422, 2,470, 2,581, 

2,695, 2,724, 2,809, 2,845, 2,884, 2,885, 3,049, 3,113, 3,210, 3,306, 3,413, 3,525, 3,534, 3,585, 

3,599, and 3,618). Connected habitats or wildlife corridors for bear movement would reduce 

bear-human conflict and eliminate the need for a hunt (85, 100, 286, 387, 493, 514, 515, 534, 

548, 571, 579, 582, 626, 628, 681, 745, 751, 826, 865, 922, 1,026, 1,400, 1,415, 1,521, 1,542, 

1,603, 1,643, 1,644, 1,895, 1,921, 1,977, 2,040, 2,079, 2,086, 2,136, 2,160, 2,219, 2,318, 2,343, 

2,613, 2,694, 2,812, 3,027, 3,058, 3,111, 3,589, and 3,605).  

RESPONSE: The Council notes that, although relocation can be used to establish or reestablish 

bear populations, no state has successfully used relocation as a means of population control for 

black bear. In a small, densely populated state, such as New Jersey, relocation of any potentially 

problematic wildlife species would be merely shifting the problem to another location. Nor do 

bears stay in one location and, thus, black bears relocated to another part of the State would 

continue to migrate into developed areas, especially as the bear population density increases. The 

Council has also determined that no other state or provincial agency in North America would 

accept excess bears from New Jersey. 

The Council supports wildlife travel corridors, which may work to keep bears that are not 

habituated to humans out of trouble. Fish & Wildlife currently works to establish wildlife 
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corridors through its program called Connecting Habitat Across New Jersey (CHANJ), which 

identifies key areas and actions needed to achieve habitat connectivity across the State. However, 

many bears associate humans with food, and seek out suburban areas and farmland where food is 

readily available, therefore, wildlife corridors would not reduce incidents with these bears, and 

continued population growth would continue to push even bears who do not actively seek out 

suburban and farmland areas into more developed areas. 

 

49. COMMENT: Archery equipment is ineffective for hunting bears, and hunting bears in 

general will result in wounded bears (1,113, 1,405, 1,657, and 3,239). Archery hunting should be 

abolished (1,113, 1,405, and 1,657). 

RESPONSE: The Council notes that both firearms and archery equipment are effective in 

hunting bears (California Final Environmental Document, Section 265, 365, 367, 367.5, Title 14, 

California Code of Regulations Regarding Bear Hunting. April 27, 2000. CA Department of Fish 

and Game, 188 pp. + Appendices, Kurzejeski, E.W., J.L. Byford, K. Causey, J.W. Enck, L.P. 

Hansen, W. Krueger, K. Mayer, and K. McCaffery. 1999. The Role of Bowhunting in Wildlife 

Management. Wildl. Soc. Tech. Rev. 99-1, 15 pp.). In addition, modern archery equipment is far 

more accurate, powerful, and effective than equipment used during the 1960s, when archery 

hunting for bears was first allowed in New Jersey. The efficacy of archery equipment is further 

demonstrated by the fact that the majority (64 percent) of the annual deer harvest in New Jersey 

is now taken by bows; this represents an increase in the percentage of bow harvests for deer of 

over 100 percent in 36 years, which in large part is due to improvements in the technology of 

bows during that time. All of the states that have bear hunting allow for archery to be used, and 
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no states have reported that archery is an ineffective method of take. The Council does recognize 

that there is a chance of bears being wounded from any method of take just as there is with all 

hunted species. Hunters are trained as to the most effective shot placement and make every effort 

not to wound any species while hunting. 

 

50. COMMENT: Bear populations are self-regulating; a hunt is not necessary (70, 292, 373, 386, 

441, 787, 1,070, 1,554, 1,564, and 2,672). 

RESPONSE: Black bears are not “self-regulating.”  New Jersey’s black bear population 

continues to increase and expand, and reports of black bear sightings have been received from all 

21 counties. Both Pennsylvania and New York report captures and mortalities of bears that were 

originally tagged in New Jersey. Reproductive rates in this region have been documented to be 

among the highest in North America. Young black bears are also dispersing into suburban and 

urban areas that are not suitable for bears because of the high human population density and 

resulting lack of open space and suitable bear habitat.  

Left unchecked, the black bear population would increase until it reached biological 

carrying capacity, which typically exceeds cultural carrying capacity. Allowing the black bear 

population to continue to increase to a level where the reproductive rate may decline or death 

may occur would not only be irresponsible to the species but could also increase nuisance 

complaints and threaten public safety. No scientific literature was presented in support of the 

commenters’ position that black bears self-regulate as a population control mechanism prior to 

exceeding their biological carrying capacity. 
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51. COMMENT: The bear hunt is conducted to make money for the Department (153, 180, 285, 

546, 612, 918, 1,732, 2,692, 2,744, 2,854, 2,862, and 2,937). 

RESPONSE: The bear hunt does not generate any significant amount of revenue for the 

Department. All black bear hunters in New Jersey must have a current and valid Archery, 

Firearm, or All-Around Sportsman hunting license (New Jersey Hunting License), as well as a 

special Black bear hunting permit. Black bear hunting permits cost $2.00 each and are the least 

expensive hunting permit that Fish & Wildlife issues. Sales of these permits have averaged 

$14,740 a year for the past six bear hunting seasons. While black bear hunters also have to obtain 

a New Jersey Hunting License, many already obtain these licenses for seasons other than bear 

hunting. In 2022, there were 602 out-of-State hunters who sought black bear hunting permits. 

Even if all 602 of these hunters purchased New Jersey Hunting Licenses solely to hunt bear, 

which is highly unlikely, it would only amount to increased license sales of $81,571. The 

combined amount of permit and license sales is significantly less than the millions of dollars the 

Department spent to manage New Jersey’s black bear population in 2022. 

  

52. COMMENT: The amendment to the Game Code restricting the use of bait when bear hunting 

is supported (16, 18, 20, 26, 33, 41, 43, 49, 52, 58, 61, 62, 76, 77, 82, 97, 108, 125, 126, 127, 

132, 137, 160, 163, 171, 178, 183, 191, 200, 202, 204, 207, 216, 223, 225, 229, 231, 250, 254, 

262, 266, 267, 284, 290, 292, 311, 316, 320, 324, 325, 329, 331, 332, 350, 351, 356, 365, 383, 

384, 385, 388, 389, 392, 395, 401, 407, 409, 411, 427, 430, 435, 440, 443, 449, 451, 455, 468, 

469, 475, 480, 485, 488, 491, 494, 497, 507, 508, 513, 517, 528, 533, 535, 538, 542, 547, 559, 

564, 569, 574, 575, 581, 588, 594, 596, 601, 605, 615, 617, 618, 623, 631, 632, 635, 636, 639, 
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647, 650, 651, 652, 654, 658, 660, 663, 667, 670, 673, 677, 679, 690, 698, 704, 705, 714, 715, 

716, 725, 729, 731, 736, 741, 744, 749, 750, 763, 773, 789, 795, 814, 817, 823, 827, 828, 836, 

839, 847, 848, 850, 852, 856, 857, 864, 881, 883, 893, 896, 912, 916, 927, 932, 935, 940, 954, 

965, 966, 967, 974, 1,002, 1,010, 1,014, 1,022, 1,034, 1,044, 1,045, 1,055, 1,058, 1,062, 1,070, 

1,072, 1,075, 1,082, 1,083, 1,084, 1,090, 1,091, 1,092, 1,096, 1,116, 1,128, 1,143, 1,147, 1,155, 

1,158, 1,159, 1,160, 1,163, 1,173, 1,176, 1,177, 1,185, 1,197, 1,210, 1,219, 1,223, 1,224, 1,233, 

1,238, 1,239, 1,243, 1,271, 1,276, 1,295, 1,296, 1,302, 1,318, 1,331, 1,343, 1,344, 1,358, 1,359, 

1,367, 1,371, 1,386, 1,388, 1,389, 1,393, 1,396, 1,405, 1,407, 1,413, 1,431, 1,432, 1,433, 1,440, 

1,441, 1,443, 1,446, 1,455, 1,461, 1,462, 1,466, 1,476, 1,478, 1,484, 1,485, 1,489, 1,494, 1,503, 

1,505, 1,506, 1,510, 1,532, 1,533, 1,539, 1,540, 1,548, 1,550, 1,551, 1,554, 1,556, 1,561, 1,564, 

1,567, 1,569, 1,593, 1,608, 1,614, 1,618, 1,624, 1,628, 1,633, 1,637, 1,639, 1,650, 1,651, 1,659, 

1,661, 1,664, 1,671, 1,673, 1,675, 1,679, 1,682, 1,696, 1,697, 1,700, 1,703, 1,704, 1,714, 1,716, 

1,717, 1,718, 1,720, 1,725, 1,728, 1,729, 1,736, 1,738, 1,743, 1,747, 1,749, 1,760, 1,765, 1,769, 

1,771, 1,772, 1,775, 1,777, 1,781, 1,782, 1,783, 1,784, 1,786, 1,789, 1,805, 1,813, 1,816, 1,821, 

1,826, 1,835, 1,839, 1,855, 1,868, 1,874, 1,876, 1,878, 1,899, 1,903, 1,911, 1,912, 1,922, 1,925, 

1,935, 1,938, 1,953, 1,954, 1,955, 1,958, 1,975, 1,976, 1,979, 1,980, 1,983, 1,991, 1,994, 1,998, 

2,003, 2,008, 2,011, 2,016, 2,037, 2,056, 2,062, 2,063, 2,067, 2,069, 2,073, 2,075, 2,077, 2,078, 

2,095, 2,097, 2,099, 2,102, 2,104, 2,106, 2,124, 2,131, 2,140, 2,143, 2,148, 2,152, 2,158, 2,159, 

2,165, 2,177, 2,178, 2,184, 2,189, 2,191, 2,193, 2,194, 2,205, 2,209, 2,210, 2,211, 2,213, 2,215, 

2,219, 2,224, 2,227, 2,235, 2,238, 2,239, 2,258, 2,276, 2,291, 2,303, 2,319, 2,320, 2,321, 2,326, 

2,327, 2,332, 2,334, 2,335, 2,340, 2,353, 2,360, 2,365, 2,368, 2,369, 2,377, 2,384, 2,388, 2,394, 

2,396, 2,404, 2,430, 2,436, 2,438, 2,443, 2,444, 2,465, 2,473, 2,480, 2,483, 2,484, 2,486, 2,497, 
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2,500, 2,507, 2,515, 2,517, 2,526, 2,533, 2,535, 2,556, 2,557, 2,562, 2,564, 2,572, 2,574, 2,578, 

2,579, 2,588, 2,599, 2,611, 2,624, 2,626, 2,628, 2,635, 2,644, 2,648, 2,649, 2,653, 2,654, 2,661, 

2,664, 2,672, 2,679, 2,685, 2,687, 2,688, 2,689, 2,696, 2,705, 2,709, 2,715, 2,734, 2,736, 2,737, 

2,745, 2,750, 2,757, 2,761, 2,765, 2,775, 2,777, 2,779, 2,785, 2,796, 2,797, 2,810, 2,814, 2,816, 

2,817, 2,818, 2,824, 2,825, 2,827, 2,832, 2,836, 2,842, 2,843, 2,844, 2,847, 2,848, 2,849, 2,850, 

2,854, 2,861, 2,863, 2,864, 2,868, 2,869, 2,870, 2,874, 2,875, 2,877, 2,880, 2,897, 2,904, 2,916, 

2,918, 2,924, 2,928, 2,930, 2,933, 2,940, 2,944, 2,945, 2,949, 2,950, 2,957, 2,959, 2,962, 2,963, 

2,964, 2,972, 2,973, 2,976, 2,977, 2,982, 2,983, 2,984, 2,991, 2,998, 3,000, 3,004, 3,011, 3,015, 

3,017, 3,018, 3,024, 3,028, 3,034, 3,042, 3,043, 3,045, 3,046, 3,047, 3,051, 3,057, 3,065, 3,069, 

3,070, 3,073, 3,079, 3,087, 3,094, 3,115, 3,116, 3,139, 3,140, 3,141, 3,145, 3,150, 3,155, 3,161, 

3,162, 3,163, 3,178, 3,185, 3,194, 3,195, 3,197, 3,199, 3,205, 3,206, 3,214, 3,226, 3,228, 3,233, 

3,234, 3,246, 3,249, 3,259, 3,269, 3,270, 3,273, 3,278, 3,302, 3,311, 3,317, 3,319, 3,322, 3,340, 

3,341, 3,343, 3,350, 3,352, 3,353, 3,356, 3,361, 3,378, 3,383, 3,398, 3,404, 3,414, 3,417, 3,420, 

3,422, 3,432, 3,438, 3,445, 3,447, 3,452, 3,463, 3,465, 3,474, 3,476, 3,486, 3,491, 3,493, 3,500, 

3,504, 3,508, 3,509, 3,515, 3,522, 3,526, 3,527, 3,528, 3,530, 3,539, 3,548, 3,550, 3,555, 3,572, 

3,577, 3,578, 3,579, 3,584, 3,586, 3,606, 3,610, 3,615, 3,619, 3,621, 3,624, 3,625, 3,626, 3,635, 

and 3,637). 

RESPONSE:  The Council acknowledges the comments in support of the proposed amendment 

to the Game Code. 

 

53. COMMENT: The use of bait for hunting bears should be banned, as it causes bears to 

produce more cubs, conditions bears to human food, and creates nuisance bears (63, 75, 1,113, 
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and 1,657). 

RESPONSE: The Council has determined that hunters’ use of bait has not led to larger bear litter 

sizes, conditioned bears to human food, or created nuisance bears. Baiting for bears has been 

legal during all bear hunting seasons since 2003. Fish & Wildlife has been monitoring bear dens 

and bear litter sizes since the 1980s. Since that time, the average number of cubs per litter has 

remained statistically unchanged. The average litter size remained between 2.7 and 2.9 cubs per 

litter during the 1990s, 2000s, 2010s, and through 2022 before, during, and in between periods in 

which bear hunting and hunting with bait were allowed. The Council notes that bears in New 

Jersey do not produce more cubs in response to bait placed by hunters due to the high habitat 

quality and consistent natural food resources in this region of the country. Studies that suggest 

human-derived food increases bear litter sizes have taken place in some central and western 

states, where natural food resources are scarcer and more unpredictable.  

 Bait placed in forested areas in a hunting situation does not cause bears to become a 

nuisance around homes since such structural visual cues commonly associated with developed 

areas are lacking.  In other words, baiting in a forested area does not teach bears to frequent 

human-populated areas for human-derived foods. Bear researcher Lynn Rogers conducted a 

study in 2009 (Does Diversionary Feeding Create Nuisance Bears and Jeopardize Public Safety? 

Lynn L. Rogers, Biologist, Wildlife Research Institute, 1482 Trygg Road, Ely, MN 55731, 

USA), which analyzed the effects of diversionary feeding to control nuisance bear activity in a 

Minnesota community. In the study, bears were purposefully fed human food outside the 

community in a natural setting, sometimes by hand (illegal in New Jersey), with no structures or 

garbage cans as visual cues. While these bears were, thus, conditioned to human foods by 
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humans, the “bears that visited the diversionary feeding site continued to forage on natural foods 

and did not become nuisances” in the neighboring community. The act of some hunters placing 

bait in field settings is akin to the diversionary feeding employed in the Minnesota study, which 

did not cause bears to become a nuisance. Therefore, the Council concludes that the act of 

placing bait for hunting purposes does not lead to the creation of nuisance bears. 

 

54. COMMENT: Any use of bait when bear hunting should be prohibited (379, 941, 1,113, 

1,391, 2,645, and 3,598). Specific reasons given include that it is cruel, inhumane and it doesn’t 

give the bears a chance (63, 1,113, 1,353, 1,405, 1,657, 2,606, 2,607, 2,618, 3,309, 3,330, and 

3,553).  

RESPONSE: The Council has determined that baiting is appropriate for the hunting of black 

bears. Baiting draws bears onto properties that hunters have access to, thereby making them 

available for harvest. Baiting also “levels the playing field” as bears’ extremely keen sense of 

smell allows them to avoid hunters in the field. The Council proposed a 300-foot restriction on 

the use of bait in order to address some concerns of those opposed to this practice. 

 

55. COMMENT: The restriction on baiting for bears is opposed (3, 4, 11, 15, 19, 40, 46, 48, 50, 

54, 63, 65, 67, 78, 79, 81, 84, 86, 87, 89, 91, 95, 96, 106, 107, 112, 115, 128, 135, 141, 150, 151, 

152, 153, 154, 165, 170, 177, 179, 181, 182, 185, 193, 196, 201, 205, 215, 222, 238, 241, 244, 

245, 248, 249, 252, 253, 256, 274, 277, 278, 287, 288, 291, 293, 294, 295, 296, 299, 301, 309, 

310, 312, 322, 338, 339, 341, 346, 354, 359, 362, 363, 366, 370, 376, 379, 382, 386, 390, 391, 

398, 405, 412, 426, 432, 436, 437, 460, 464, 470, 471, 483, 486, 489, 492, 495, 496, 500, 504, 
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511, 512, 519, 520, 521, 526, 528, 537, 541, 543, 549, 550, 553, 554, 560, 561, 562, 566, 573, 

583, 586, 597, 598, 602, 621, 622, 629, 630, 633, 637, 645, 643, 648, 653, 659, 662, 666, 671, 

682, 687, 692, 695, 699, 700, 702, 703, 710, 713, 724, 728, 743, 745, 746, 756, 759, 762, 766, 

767, 770, 774, 781, 792, 793, 796, 797, 799, 802, 804, 805, 809, 813, 819, 822, 829, 832, 835, 

837, 840, 841, 842, 855, 858, 863, 867, 871, 872, 876, 878, 885, 886, 888, 891, 897, 898, 900, 

902, 903, 909, 910, 911, 923, 924, 925, 926, 927, 931, 939, 941, 942, 945, 946, 947, 951, 952, 

953, 957, 958, 962, 963, 964, 969, 975, 976, 984, 989, 993, 994, 996, 1,003, 1,005, 1,007, 1,011, 

1,013, 1,015, 1,019, 1,030, 1,031, 1,032, 1,033, 1,035, 1,036, 1,037, 1,038, 1,048, 1,050, 1,054, 

1,056, 1,058, 1,059, 1,063, 1,067, 1,069, 1,077, 1,078, 1,080, 1,093, 1,100, 1,101, 1,102, 1,103, 

1,104, 1,107, 1,108, 1,109, 1,112, 1,113, 1,117, 1,119, 1,120, 1,123, 1,124, 1,125, 1,126, 1,129, 

1,131, 1,140, 1,141, 1,142, 1,149, 1,152, 1,153, 1,162, 1,164, 1,165, 1,167, 1,172, 1,174, 1,179, 

1,182, 1,183, 1,188, 1,189, 1,190, 1,194, 1,195, 1,198, 1,199, 1,202, 1,204, 1,206, 1,208, 1,214, 

1,215, 1,220, 1,221, 1,222, 1,234, 1,242, 1,245, 1,246, 1,248, 1,254, 1,258, 1,264, 1,265, 1,266, 

1,273, 1,275, 1,277, 1,278, 1,283, 1,297, 1,299, 1,300, 1,301, 1,303, 1,308, 1,310, 1,312, 1,315, 

1,319, 1,320, 1,322, 1,329, 1,333, 1,334, 1,346, 1,349, 1,351, 1,352, 1,353, 1,356, 1,361, 1,369, 

1,374, 1,382, 1,383, 1,384, 1,390, 1,397, 1,398, 1,399, 1,401, 1,403, 1,404, 1,408, 1,412, 1,415, 

1,421, 1,424, 1,428, 1,429, 1,430, 1,434, 1,435, 1,436, 1,437, 1,438, 1,439, 1,444, 1,447, 1,449, 

1,457, 1,459, 1,465, 1,467, 1,474, 1,475, 1,479, 1,481, 1,486, 1,487, 1,492, 1,493, 1,497, 1,501, 

1,507, 1,511, 1,520, 1,531, 1,534, 1,535, 1,536, 1,537, 1,538, 1,540, 1,543, 1,546, 1,547, 1,552, 

1,553, 1,558, 1,568, 1,570, 1,576, 1,577, 1,589, 1,592, 1,594, 1,596, 1,602, 1,604, 1,606, 1,610, 

1,611, 1,615, 1,620, 1,621, 1,622, 1,625, 1,629, 1,630, 1,631, 1,635, 1,643, 1,645, 1,653, 1,657, 

1,663, 1,666, 1,674, 1,677, 1,678, 1,686, 1,690, 1,692, 1,694, 1,699, 1,704, 1,705, 1,706, 1,708, 
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1,710, 1,721, 1,722, 1,724, 1,726, 1,727, 1,733, 1,734, 1,737, 1,739, 1,741, 1,744, 1,746, 1,757, 

1,758, 1,761, 1,764, 1,766, 1,767, 1,773, 1,776, 1,779, 1,784, 1,788, 1,791, 1,793, 1,796, 1,799, 

1,800, 1,804, 1,811, 1,814, 1,815, 1,817, 1,820, 1,822, 1,823, 1,824, 1,825, 1,831, 1,833, 1,834, 

1,836, 1,840, 1,841, 1,842, 1,843, 1,845, 1,846, 1,848, 1,849, 1,851, 1,858, 1,863, 1,865, 1,869, 

1,872, 1,881, 1,883, 1,886, 1,890, 1,893, 1,894, 1,895, 1,897, 1,901, 1,906, 1,910, 1,917, 1,918, 

1,919, 1,920, 1,923, 1,928, 1,929, 1,932, 1,934, 1,935, 1,937, 1,941, 1,943, 1,946, 1,947, 1,948, 

1,949, 1,950, 1,952, 1,963, 1,973, 1,974, 1,977, 1,982, 1,986, 1,987, 1,988, 1,990, 1,996, 2,000, 

2,004, 2,005, 2,017, 2,024, 2,026, 2,029, 2,030, 2,032, 2,034, 2,040, 2,047, 2,049, 2,050, 2,052, 

2,054, 2,057, 2,058, 2,059, 2,061, 2,074, 2,079, 2,083, 2,084, 2,085, 2,093, 2,100, 2,108, 2,109, 

2,110, 2,115, 2,121, 2,123, 2,125, 2,126, 2,127, 2,128, 2,129, 2,134, 2,135, 2,137, 2,141, 2,149, 

2,153, 2,155, 2,156, 2,161, 2,170, 2,175, 2,182, 2,188, 2,196, 2,200, 2,201, 2,202, 2,206, 2,214, 

2,216, 2,221, 2,229, 2,232, 2,248, 2,252, 2,255, 2,257, 2,260, 2,261, 2,265, 2,272, 2,273, 2,274, 

2,278, 2,283, 2,287, 2,291, 2,293, 2,295, 2,297, 2,302, 2,304, 2,307, 2,308, 2,312, 2,317, 2,318, 

2,324, 2,333, 2,341, 2,342, 2,344, 2,345, 2,346, 2,350, 2,351, 2,364, 2,374, 2,376, 2,378, 2,382, 

2,383, 2,385, 2,406, 2,409, 2,410, 2,412, 2,413, 2,417, 2,418, 2,426, 2,428, 2,432, 2,433, 2,441, 

2,454, 2,455, 2,461, 2,467, 2,475, 2,478, 2,484, 2,485, 2,487, 2,488, 2,491, 2,498, 2,499, 2,504, 

2,510, 2,518, 2,520, 2,523, 2,532, 2,535, 2,538, 2,540, 2,542, 2,549, 2,550, 2,551, 2,553, 2,554, 

2,560, 2,563, 2,567, 2,576, 2,577, 2,580, 2,583, 2,589, 2,590, 2,591, 2,594, 2,596, 2,597, 2,600, 

2,604, 2,606, 2,607, 2,609, 2,610, 2,616, 2,618, 2,623, 2,625, 2,645, 2,647, 2,662, 2,663, 2,665, 

2,666, 2,667, 2,668, 2,669, 2,674, 2,678, 2,684, 2,690, 2,693, 2,701, 2,706, 2,721, 2,722, 2,727, 

2,731, 2,732, 2,735, 2,745, 2,751, 2,755, 2,760, 2,764, 2,766, 2,768, 2,781, 2,782, 2,783, 2,788, 

2,790, 2,799, 2,803, 2,804, 2,806, 2,818, 2,820, 2,821, 2,828, 2,831, 2,839, 2,852, 2,853, 2,854, 
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2,858, 2,866, 2,872, 2,876, 2,890, 2,893, 2,894, 2,895, 2,898, 2,901, 2,902, 2,903, 2,905, 2,909, 

2,911, 2,921, 2,932, 2,935, 2,936, 2,941, 2,948, 2,952, 2,953, 2,954, 2,955, 2,956, 2,958, 2,960, 

2,971, 2,975, 2,980, 2,985, 2,987, 2,988, 2,990, 2,999, 3,007, 3,009, 3,010, 3,014, 3,019, 3,023, 

3,025, 3,026, 3,027, 3,031, 3,038, 3,040, 3,041, 3,042, 3,048, 3,049, 3,052, 3,055, 3,058, 3,059, 

3,062, 3,063, 3,067, 3,071, 3,076, 3,077, 3,085, 3,096, 3,097, 3,098, 3,101, 3,102, 3,110, 3,114, 

3,117, 3,121, 3,125, 3,126, 3,130, 3,131, 3,138, 3,140, 3,143, 3,144, 3,147, 3,149, 3,152, 3,153, 

3,175, 3,176, 3,179, 3,184, 3,187, 3,191, 3,193, 3,208, 3,218, 3,219, 3,225, 3,227, 3,229, 3,241, 

3,243, 3,248, 3,251, 3,256, 3,260, 3,271, 3,280, 3,284, 3,285, 3,293, 3,309, 3,313, 3,315, 3,316, 

3,321, 3,329, 3,330, 3,333, 3,339, 3,345, 3,346, 3,355, 3,358, 3,364, 3,366, 3,372, 3,373, 3,376, 

3,377, 3,379, 3,385, 3,386, 3,387, 3,388, 3,392, 3,393, 3,394, 3,395, 3,396, 3,403, 3,407, 3,408, 

3,409, 3,413, 3,421, 3,422, 3,426, 3,428, 3,429, 3,434, 3,435, 3,439, 3,443, 3,444, 3,450, 3,451, 

3,453, 3,455, 3,460, 3,464, 3,467, 3,468, 3,470, 3,482, 3,487, 3,494, 3,497, 3,502, 3,511, 3,512, 

3,513, 3,514, 3,521, 3,533, 3,536, 3,537, 3,542, 3,546, 3,553, 3,554, 3,558, 3,562, 3,564, 3,565, 

3,581, 3,587, 3,588, 3,591, 3,595, 3,598, 3,603, 3,609, 3,611, 3,618, 3,622, 3,623, 3,628, 3,632, 

3,634, and 3,638). Baiting restrictions are unnecessary, not factual, and have no scientific basis 

(314, 377, 981, 1,422, 1,555, 1,619, 2,329, 2,514, 3,089, and 3,503), are a “political decision” 

(276, 314, 377, 813, 887, 1,939, 2,116, 2,329, 2,446, and 3,261), and are difficult to enforce 

(1,259, 1,419, 2,266, 2,536, 2,891, 3,081, 3,120, and 3,217). All prior hunts utilized baiting 

within 300 feet with no adverse effects (981, 1,409, 1,422, 1,939, 1,965, 2,114, 2,147, and 

3,532). Drawing bears in closer to the hunter allows for safer, cleaner, and a more ethical or 

humane shot (9, 10, 32, 39, 138, 143, 158, 164, 197, 206, 236, 279, 282, 314, 377, 380, 406, 429, 

445, 447, 461, 523, 529, 545, 565, 595, 604, 721, 722, 740, 782, 786, 788, 791, 803, 807, 812, 
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816, 818, 821, 887, 936, 937, 948, 986, 991, 1,041, 1,127, 1,130, 1,138, 1,180, 1,228, 1,255, 

1,263, 1,267, 1,336, 1,341, 1,347, 1,406, 1,409, 1,414, 1,442, 1,470, 1,471, 1,482, 1,502, 1,508, 

1,583, 1,585, 1,600, 1,601, 1,627, 1,638, 1,685, 1,707, 1,719, 1,774, 1,879, 1,902, 1,924, 1,939, 

1,942, 1,951, 1,960, 1,968, 1,995, 2,022, 2,070, 2,094, 2,105, 2,107, 2,111, 2,113, 2,119, 2,126, 

2,150, 2,154, 2,179, 2,180, 2,199, 2,220, 2,230, 2,239, 2,249, 2,263, 2,266, 2,284, 2,329, 2,330, 

2,372, 2,393, 2,429, 2,457, 2,464, 2,471, 2,476, 2,490, 2,509, 2,513, 2,530, 2,566, 2,568, 2,586, 

2,587, 2,614, 2,633, 2,635, 2,680, 2,725, 2,833, 2,835, 2,892, 2,900, 2,961, 2,965, 3,001, 3,078, 

3,099, 3,124, 3,128, 3,136, 3,137, 3,170, 3,198, 3,224, 3,232, 3,247, 3,263, 3,265, 3,288, 3,305, 

3,318, 3,337, 3,411, 3,412, 3,461, 3,523, 3,545, 3,560, 3,568, 3,612, and 3,613).  

RESPONSE: The Council notes that the restriction on baiting is consistent with the objectives of 

the 2022 CBBMP. The Council, recognizing the importance of a hunt in the face of a rapidly 

increasing and expanding bear population and the associated concern for public safety, made the 

concession of a 300-foot perimeter to address some concerns of those opposed to the use of bait.  

 

56. COMMENT: The restriction on baiting for bears is opposed. Bear baiting regulations should 

be consistent with those for baiting of white-tailed deer (25, 172, 212, 235, 268, 279, 392, 429, 

457, 502, 544, 619, 752, 764, 887, 1,023, 1,057, 1,127, 1,156, 1,240, 1,251, 1,257, 1,259, 1,279, 

1,500, 1,668, 1,701, 1,762, 1,879, 2,022, 2,096, 2,105, 2,164, 2,240, 2,263, 2,286, 2,309, 2,446, 

2,462, 2,477, 2,638, 2,675, 2,702, 2,733, 2,740, 2,891, 3,044, 3,081, 3,261, 3,277, 3,363, 3,380, 

3,412, 3,503, and 3,620). The restriction also prohibits the harvest of a bear by deer hunters who 

bait for deer (212, 213, 457, 458, 608, 1,240, 1,701, 1,798, 2,237, 2,446, 2,725, 3,261, 3,268, 

3,337, 3,380, 3,516, and 3,627), and bears steal bait meant for deer (619). 
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RESPONSE: The Council acknowledges that the proposed amendment may require hunters who 

hunted over bait for both deer and bear simultaneously to alter their approach. However, hunters 

may still bait for both deer and bear, as well as harvest a bear while deer hunting, in accordance 

with Game Code regulations. 

 

57. COMMENT: The restriction on baiting for bears is opposed. Baiting is a necessary strategy 

to draw bears onto huntable lands (10, 166, 717, 901, 936, 1,217, 1,951, 2,114, 2,447, 2,681, 

2,942, 3,095, 3,391, 3,437, and 3,551) and is a successful tool and proven strategy for wildlife 

management (10, 103, 155, 206, 343, 454, 479, 502, 503, 821, 823, 901, 907, 936, 943, 982, 

1,041, 1,099, 1,127, 1,151, 1,180, 1,207, 1,257, 1,281, 1,327, 1,357, 1,385, 1,442, 1,453, 1,471, 

1,480, 1,508, 1,667, 1,756, 1,802, 1,879, 1,884, 1,924, 1,931, 1,965, 1,968, 1,995, 2,035, 2,114, 

2,116, 2,138, 2,179, 2,180, 2,204, 2,220, 2,237, 2,246, 2,269, 2,284, 2,298, 2,352, 2,393, 2,403, 

2,423, 2,429, 2,447, 2,472, 2,513, 2,571, 2,586, 2,627, 2,660, 2,679, 2,711, 2,725, 2,769, 2,808, 

2,833, 2,835, 2,892, 2,942, 2,965, 2,970, 3,044, 3,075, 3,095, 3,099, 3,103, 3,106, 3,137, 3,198, 

3,204, 3,222, 3,261, 3,263, 3,277, 3,299, 3,375, 3,380, 3,382, 3,411, 3,437, 3,461, 3,475, 3,498, 

3,523, 3,560, 3,593, 3,608, and 3,627). The commenters felt that baiting allows for higher 

success rates, and a restriction on baiting is contradictory to and undermines a 

management/conservation/population reduction hunt (39, 205, 347, 403, 452, 973, 1,099, 1,259, 

1,302, 1,374, 1,619, 1,652, 1,832, 2,051, 2,150, 2,236, 2,237, 2,371, 2,392, 2,457, 2,593, 2,602, 

2,660, 2,698, 3,044, 3,075, 3,146, 3,204, 3,217, 3,253, 3,261, and 3,483) that it will greatly 

impede the archery segment of the bear season (187, 236, 722, 784, 788, 1,470, 1,707, 2,051, 

2,070, 2,107, 2,329, 2,330, 2,623, 2,659, 2,784, 3,128, 3,213, 3,411, 3,316, and 3,559), and will 
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deter participation in the hunt (111, 282, 2,157, and 2,237). The commenters also expressed 

concern regarding the ability to control or determine whether there is bait within 300 feet of 

where they hunt; a 600-foot diameter circle is 6.5 acres (638, 740, 892, 1,252, 1,261, 1,419, 

2,525, 2,536, 2,617, 2,676, 2,822, 2,850, 3,082, 3,120, 3,334, 3,390, and 3,563), and commented 

that the baiting restriction reduces the huntable area (156, 166, 709, 844, 938, 1,261, 2,525, 

2,617, 2,676, and 3,563). The commenters also stated that it is difficult to judge the size or age of 

bear from the distance imposed by this restriction, or if the adult bear is with cubs (118, 138, 

143, 195, 236, 260, 279, 282, 315, 377, 439, 461, 522, 523, 551, 604, 721, 722, 768, 788, 803, 

816, 818, 887, 907, 948, 972, 981, 990, 1,228, 1,231, 1,263, 1,267, 1,341, 1,378, 1,406, 1,414, 

1,422, 1,470, 1,471, 1,502, 1,574, 1,575, 1,600, 1,601, 1,668, 1,715, 1,719, 1,774, 1,827, 1,879, 

1,933, 1,940, 1,970, 1,984, 1,995, 2,001, 2,035, 2,063, 2,070, 2,105, 2,107, 2,111, 2,180, 2,218, 

2,244, 2,282, 2,284, 2,329, 2,330, 2,372, 2,429, 2,457, 2,468, 2,469, 2,472, 2,489, 2,513, 2,552, 

2,566, 2,627, 2,652, 2,680, 2,699, 2,700, 2,769, 2,784, 2,900, 2,926, 3,136, 3,137, 3,170, 3,198, 

3,222, 3,224, 3,288, 3,334, 3,390, 3,568, and 3,614). 

RESPONSE: The Council acknowledges that baiting is a strategy that can be employed to draw 

bears onto huntable lands. As the proposed amendment only restricts the taking of a bear within 

300 feet of bait and does not prohibit the baiting of black bears, baiting is a strategy that bear 

hunters can still utilize. The Council acknowledges that hunters who have previously chosen to 

hunt bear over bait may now have to alter their approach. Alternatives include: choosing to bait 

prior to, but not while, bear hunting; choosing to use bait, but from a farther distance; or 

choosing to hunt without bait at all, such as by tracking or stand hunting. The Council notes that 
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many hunters have and utilize binoculars, which can assist in ascertaining surroundings within 

300 feet and bears at a distance. 

Success rates in hunting are driven by multiple factors, including population density, 

weather, location, hunter skill, strategy, and chance. While baiting can increase hunter success in 

certain circumstances, there are no guarantees. The Council will continue to monitor hunter 

success and any related management effects. 

 

58. COMMENT: The restriction on baiting for bears is opposed.  Specific reasons given include 

that baiting is allowed in other states and provinces (118, 235, 313, 482, 722, and 823), baiting 

better enables hunters to target nuisance bears in neighborhoods by drawing them out into 

huntable areas, thereby reducing conflicts (10, 343, 717, 901, 948, 1,041, 1,217, 1,225, 1,336, 

2,472, 2,681, 3,099, 3,551, and 3,593), baiting supports local businesses (3,380), and baiting 

allows hunters to observe illnesses in bears (1,719).  

Commenters also stated that baiting should be legal on private property (1,231), the 

restriction on baiting is excessive and the distance should be reduced (164, 722, 868, 2,061, 

2,150, 2,154, 2,244, and 2,392), and that the restriction is opposed if ground hunting, but 

supported if stand hunting (257 and 2,185). Commenters further felt that the restriction may 

result in wounding of bears (936, 2,150, and 2,530), and that baiting should be banned entirely 

rather than being restricted (1,326  and 2,850). 

RESPONSE: The Council acknowledges that baiting is a strategy that can be employed to draw 

bears onto huntable land, and that baiting is still a strategy that hunters may use for bears. While 

other states may allow baiting of bears, not all states that have bear hunting allow baiting. The 
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Council notes that in lieu of proximity, binoculars may be utilized in the field to determine 

observable signs of illness in an animal prior to harvest. The Council recognizes there is a chance 

of bears being wounded from any method of take, just as there is with all hunted species. Hunters 

are trained as to the most effective shot placement and make every effort not to wound any 

species while hunting. The Council will continue to monitor hunter success and any related 

management effects. 

 

59. COMMENT: Baiting is opposed because it is ecologically harmful and causes conflict (41, 

63, 65, 85, 89, 96, 106, 129, 135, 141, 150, 151, 152, 170, 185, 193, 196, 201, 240, 249, 271, 

272, 277, 278, 287, 295, 301, 303, 338, 339, 341, 359, 386, 391, 398, 405, 412, 433, 460, 491, 

492, 514, 519, 526, 541, 550, 561, 562, 563, 571, 597, 644, 645, 666, 671, 674, 681, 687, 695, 

706, 718, 728, 743, 745, 759, 774, 809, 819, 822, 826, 837, 841, 873, 877, 878, 879, 880, 882, 

897, 898, 903, 910, 922, 939, 945, 964, 994, 1,004, 1,013, 1,014, 1,015, 1,019, 1,029, 1,030, 

1,032, 1,037, 1,054, 1,058, 1,078, 1,101, 1,107, 1,108, 1,109, 1,113, 1,125, 1,149, 1,157, 1,188, 

1,190, 1,201, 1,204, 1,215, 1,221, 1,260, 1,265, 1,278, 1,283, 1,288, 1,292, 1,299, 1,305, 1,313, 

1,320, 1,329, 1,342, 1,346, 1,352, 1,353, 1,354, 1,382, 1,401, 1,402, 1,405, 1,412, 1,415, 1,496, 

1,531, 1,534, 1,535, 1,536, 1,537, 1,538, 1,552, 1,558, 1,563, 1,570, 1,579, 1,592, 1,596, 1,603, 

1,621, 1,629, 1,631, 1,643, 1,644, 1,645, 1,657, 1,676, 1,686, 1,693, 1,711, 1,724, 1,735, 1,761, 

1,804, 1,811, 1,817, 1,825, 1,836, 1,838, 1,848, 1,863, 1,881, 1,890, 1,894, 1,919, 1,920, 1,921, 

1,923, 1,929, 1,932, 1,943, 1,957, 1,963, 1,977, 1,985, 1,986, 1,988, 2,004, 2,007, 2,024, 2,030, 

2,041, 2,044, 2,052, 2,083, 2,084, 2,085, 2,115, 2,132, 2,149, 2,160, 2,188, 2,201, 2,202, 2,214, 

2,219, 2,221, 2,229, 2,232, 2,248, 2,260, 2,272, 2,274, 2,299, 2,344, 2,345, 2,348, 2,362, 2,398, 
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2,412, 2,413, 2,417, 2,418, 2,432, 2,455, 2,461, 2,482, 2,487, 2,491, 2,498, 2,520, 2,532, 2,538, 

2,540, 2,542, 2,549, 2,597, 2,604, 2,606, 2,607, 2,609, 2,612, 2,618, 2,647, 2,662, 2,706, 2,731, 

2,732, 2,751, 2,770, 2,781, 2,787, 2,788, 2,812, 2,821, 2,852, 2,893, 2,894, 2,898, 2,902, 2,905, 

2,932, 2,936, 2,950, 2,954, 2,955, 2,982, 2,983, 2,984, 2,987, 2,988, 2,990, 3,007, 3,010, 3,011, 

3,020, 3,040, 3,041, 3,052, 3,058, 3,062, 3,071, 3,088, 3,101, 3,122, 3,130, 3,131, 3,134, 3,153, 

3,168, 3,169, 3,184, 3,218, 3,219, 3,220, 3,241, 3,251, 3,254, 3,256, 3,287, 3,292, 3,298, 3,330, 

3,336, 3,358, 3,366, 3,372, 3,385, 3,386, 3,392, 3,394, 3,395, 3,409, 3,413, 3,429, 3,434, 3,435, 

3,444, 3,449, 3,453, 3,460, 3,468, 3,477, 3,478, 3,479, 3,480, 3,482, 3,493, 3,494, 3,502, 3,512, 

3,514, 3,537, 3,542, 3,553, 3,589, 3,609, 3,618, and 3,630). 

RESPONSE: The Council disagrees that baiting is ecologically harmful. Baiting for deer has 

occurred in New Jersey since 1998, with no documented deleterious effects to the environment. 

While the commenter did not explain the type of conflict believed to be caused by baiting, the 

Council is unaware of any documented evidence of baiting causing conflict in New Jersey. As 

explained in the Response to Comment 53, the use of human-derived food for baiting in a 

wooded environment does not cause bears to frequent neighborhoods and communities and 

would not be expected to increase negative bear-human interactions. 

 

60. COMMENT: Restricting the harvest to only bears weighing more than 75 pounds live weight 

is supported (3, 4, 6, 10, 20, 28, 33, 40, 46, 48, 54, 61, 62, 67, 76, 77, 84, 97, 107, 111, 118, 125, 

127, 132, 138, 142, 154, 160, 163, 164, 171, 177, 178, 181, 182, 183, 191, 200, 202, 204, 223, 

229, 231, 241, 253, 254, 256, 260, 262, 267, 268, 276, 282, 284, 290, 291, 292, 298, 304, 311, 

312, 313, 314, 316, 324, 325, 329, 331, 343, 346, 351, 354, 356, 362, 363, 374, 376, 384, 385, 
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388, 390, 392, 395, 400, 403, 406, 407, 411, 414, 435, 437, 440, 443, 445, 452, 454, 457, 458, 

461, 464, 471, 473, 479, 480, 483, 484, 485, 486, 489, 491, 494, 497, 502, 505, 507, 508, 512, 

513, 517, 521, 522, 524, 528, 535, 537, 542, 545, 547, 549, 554, 564, 565, 569, 573, 575, 581, 

584, 588, 594, 595, 596, 601, 610, 617, 618, 621, 623, 629, 631, 632, 633, 635, 636, 637, 638, 

647, 650, 651, 652, 655, 662, 663, 670, 673, 677, 679, 689, 690, 698, 699, 704, 705, 709, 710, 

714, 721, 722, 724, 725, 729, 736, 741, 744, 746, 747, 750, 752, 761, 762, 763, 764, 765, 766, 

767, 768, 773, 778, 781, 784, 786, 789, 795, 799, 802, 803, 804, 805, 807, 814, 823, 827, 828, 

829, 839, 840, 847, 848, 850, 852, 855, 856, 857, 860, 863, 864, 871, 872, 881, 883, 885, 886, 

891, 893, 896, 901, 902, 907, 923, 924, 925, 926, 927, 931, 932, 935, 938, 940, 942, 943, 946, 

1,973, 953, 954, 962, 963, 965, 967, 969, 974, 975, 984, 986, 989, 990, 991, 993, 996, 998, 

1,002, 1,011, 1,014, 1,022, 1,023, 1,038, 1,041, 1,044, 1,048, 1,057, 1,058, 1,070, 1,072, 1,075, 

1,080, 1,083, 1,084, 1,099, 1,113, 1,116, 1,117, 1,123, 1,127, 1,138, 1,141, 1,144, 1,147, 1,152, 

1,153, 1,155, 1,156, 1,158, 1,159, 1,163, 1,164, 1,172, 1,173, 1,176, 1,182, 1,185, 1,194, 1,219, 

1,220, 1,222, 1,223, 1,233, 1,234, 1,239, 1,240, 1,243, 1,251, 1,261, 1,264, 1,273, 1,276, 1,277, 

1,279, 1,292, 1,295, 1,302, 1,309, 1,310, 1,312, 1,315, 1,318, 1,322, 1,331, 1,333, 1,338, 1,341, 

1,343, 1,356, 1,367, 1,371, 1,378, 1,385, 1,386, 1,388, 1,389, 1,390, 1,391, 1,394, 1,396, 1,397, 

1,398, 1,399, 1,403, 1,404, 1,405, 1,407, 1,413, 1,424, 1,429, 1,430, 1,431, 1,432, 1,433, 1,439, 

1,440, 1,441, 1,443, 1,446, 1,449, 1,453, 1,455, 1,457, 1,459, 1,462, 1,465, 1,466, 1,467, 1,470, 

1,471, 1,474, 1,475, 1,476, 1,478, 1,480, 1,481, 1,484, 1,485, 1,489, 1,493, 1,503, 1,506, 1,510, 

1,511, 1,516, 1,532, 1,533, 1,539, 1,540, 1,543, 1,548, 1,550, 1,551, 1,554, 1,555, 1,556, 1,564, 

1,569, 1,576, 1,577, 1,578, 1,589, 1,593, 1,594, 1,601, 1,602, 1,606, 1,608, 1,610, 1,611, 1,614, 

1,615, 1,620, 1,622, 1,624, 1,625, 1,627, 1,633, 1,637, 1,639, 1,651, 1,652, 1,657, 1,659, 1,661, 
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1,664, 1,666, 1,667, 1,674, 1,675, 1,677, 1,679, 1,682, 1,690, 1,696, 1,699, 1,700, 1,701, 1,704, 

1,706, 1,707, 1,710, 1,716, 1,717, 1,719, 1,720, 1,721, 1,727, 1,728, 1,729, 1,734, 1,736, 1,738, 

1,739, 1,743, 1,747, 1,749, 1,756, 1,757, 1,762, 1,766, 1,770, 1,771, 1,772, 1,773, 1,777, 1,779, 

1,781, 1,782, 1,783, 1,784, 1,786, 1,788, 1,793, 1,796, 1,798, 1,799, 1,801, 1,805, 1,812, 1,815, 

1,823, 1,826, 1,834, 1,835, 1,841, 1,842, 1,843, 1,845, 1,846, 1,858, 1,867, 1,868, 1,874, 1,878, 

1,883, 1,884, 1,886, 1,897, 1,901, 1,902, 1,903, 1,906, 1,910, 1,911, 1,925, 1,928, 1,931, 1,935, 

1,938, 1,940, 1,946, 1,947, 1,948, 1,950, 1,952, 1,953, 1,954, 1,960, 1,964, 1,975, 1,976, 1,979, 

1,980, 1,983, 1,987, 1,996, 1,998, 2,003, 2,008, 2,011, 2,016, 2,017, 2,022, 2,026, 2,029, 2,032, 

2,034, 2,035, 2,037, 2,051, 2,056, 2,057, 2,058, 2,061, 2,062, 2,063, 2,064, 2,069, 2,073, 2,074, 

2,075, 2,078, 2,090, 2,093, 2,095, 2,097, 2,099, 2,100, 2,102, 2,103, 2,104, 2,106, 2,108, 2,113, 

2,119, 2,125, 2,127, 2,128, 2,129, 2,134, 2,137, 2,138, 2,140, 2,148, 2,150, 2,152, 2,153, 2,157, 

2,159, 2,161, 2,164, 2,165, 2,178, 2,179, 2,180, 2,184, 2,185, 2,191, 2,193, 2,194, 2,199, 2,205, 

2,206, 2,211, 2,213, 2,215, 2,219, 2,224, 2,227, 2,230, 2,235, 2,238, 2,240, 2,244, 2,252, 2,255, 

2,258, 2,261, 2,263, 2,265, 2,266, 2,269, 2,273, 2,276, 2,278, 2,283, 2,286, 2,291, 2,295, 2,298, 

2,303, 2,304, 2,307, 2,308, 2,309, 2,319, 2,320, 2,321, 2,324, 2,327, 2,334, 2,340, 2,346, 2,350, 

2,353, 2,360, 2,365, 2,369, 2,372, 2,377, 2,382, 2,385, 2,388, 2,392, 2,394, 2,396, 2,403, 2,404, 

2,426, 2,429, 2,436, 2,438, 2,443, 2,444, 2,446, 2,454, 2,462, 2,464, 2,467, 2,471, 2,473, 2,475, 

2,476, 2,477, 2,478, 2,480, 2,483, 2,484, 2,486, 2,488, 2,489, 2,496, 2,497, 2,499, 2,500, 2,503, 

2,504, 2,507, 2,508, 2,510, 2,514, 2,517, 2,518, 2,526, 2,533, 2,535, 2,536, 2,550, 2,551, 2,556, 

2,557, 2,562, 2,564, 2,566, 2,571, 2,572, 2,578, 2,579, 2,580, 2,583, 2,587, 2,594, 2,596, 2,599, 

2,600, 2,603, 2,614, 2,617, 2,624, 2,626, 2,627, 2,628, 2,631, 2,633, 2,645, 2,648, 2,652, 2,653, 

2,654, 2,659, 2,660, 2,661, 2,668, 2,672, 2,675, 2,679, 2,684, 2,685, 2,689, 2,693, 2,699, 2,701, 
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2,708, 2,715, 2,717, 2,733, 2,734, 2,735, 2,737, 2,740, 2,745, 2,755, 2,765, 2,768, 2,777, 2,779, 

2,784, 2,785, 2,790, 2,796, 2,797, 2,799, 2,803, 2,804, 2,810, 2,814, 2,816, 2,818, 2,825, 2,828, 

2,832, 2,839, 2,842, 2,843, 2,847, 2,848, 2,849, 2,850, 2,854, 2,858, 2,861, 2,863, 2,864, 2,866, 

2,868, 2,869, 2,873, 2,874, 2,875, 2,877, 2,880, 2,887, 2,889, 2,890, 2,895, 2,900, 2,901, 2,903, 

2,909, 2,916, 2,924, 2,930, 2,933, 2,935, 2,937, 2,940, 2,944, 2,945, 2,950, 2,953, 2,958, 2,959, 

2,960, 2,963, 2,964, 2,965, 2,968, 2,973, 2,974, 2,976, 2,980, 2,982, 2,983, 2,984, 2,985, 2,991, 

2,999, 3,000, 3,001, 3,004, 3,009, 3,012, 3,016, 3,017, 3,018, 3,023, 3,026, 3,028, 3,037, 3,042, 

3,043, 3,045, 3,046, 3,047, 3,048, 3,051, 3,056, 3,057, 3,063, 3,070, 3,073, 3,079, 3,081, 3,082, 

3,085, 3,087, 3,094, 3,095, 3,096, 3,097, 3,098, 3,099, 3,102, 3,103, 3,106, 3,109, 3,110, 3,120, 

3,121, 3,136, 3,137, 3,139, 3,140, 3,141, 3,144, 3,145, 3,148, 3,150, 3,155, 3,170, 3,175, 3,178, 

3,179, 3,185, 3,186, 3,193, 3,194, 3,195, 3,197, 3,198, 3,204, 3,205, 3,208, 3,213, 3,214, 3,215, 

3,222, 3,225, 3,226, 3,228, 3,233, 3,249, 3,259, 3,260, 3,261, 3,268, 3,270, 3,271, 3,277, 3,280, 

3,302, 3,311, 3,313, 3,315, 3,316, 3,318, 3,319, 3,321, 3,322, 3,331, 3,334, 3,340, 3,341, 3,345, 

3,346, 3,353, 3,356, 3,357, 3,375, 3,380, 3,382, 3,383, 3,384, 3,390, 3,398, 3,404, 3,405, 3,407, 

3,422, 3,432, 3,436, 3,438, 3,439, 3,452, 3,455, 3,464, 3,465, 3,470, 3,486, 3,487, 3,491, 3,493, 

3,496, 3,497, 3,500, 3,504, 3,509, 3,513, 3,522, 3,526, 3,528, 3,530, 3,533, 3,539, 3,546, 3,548, 

3,550, 3,554, 3,555, 3,560, 3,562, 3,565, 3,572, 3,578, 3,579, 3,583, 3,584, 3,588, 3,590, 3,591, 

3,593, 3,598, 3,603, 3,608, 3,611, 3,612, 3,614, 3,615, 3,618, 3,619, 3,620, 3,624, 3,626, 3,627, 

3,628, 3,634, 3,635, and 3,637). The restriction is seen by some commenters as a reasonable 

compromise (202, 943, 1,075, 1,261, and 3,099), and others noted that it is within the State’s 

right to regulate size (1,116, 1,925, 2,061, 2,369, and 2,476). Several commenters note that their 
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support is based on the fact that this restriction can still control the population (454, 473, 1,476, 

1,484, 2,157, and 2,227) and that State biologists advise it (473, 505, and 857). 

RESPONSE:  The Council acknowledges the comments in support of this proposed amendment 

to the Game Code. 

 

61. COMMENT: The commenters stated that hunters should only harvest mature bears (163, 

351, 714, 761, 766, 885, 1,661, 1,884, 1,925, 2,090, 2,476, 2,626, 2,631, 2,740, 3,195, 3,280, and 

3,316), that hunters wouldn’t shoot cubs (191, 1,798, and 3,185), that there is no need to harvest 

“babies” (163, 351, 714, 761, 766, 885, 1,661, 1,884, 1,925, 2,090, 2,476, 2,626, 2,631, 2,740, 

3,195, 3,280, and 3,316), and further expressed that “shooting cubs looks bad” (857, 986, 1,240, 

1,378, 1,779, 2,157, 2,473, 2,645, 2,804, and 3,560).  

RESPONSE: The Council notes that the proposed amendments to the Game Code include a 

restriction on the taking of cubs 75 pounds or under live weight and acknowledges the 

commenters’ support. 

 

62. COMMENT: While supportive of restricting the harvest to bears over 75 pounds live weight, 

several commenters expressed concern that it is difficult to determine weight, size, and age of a 

bear (111, 183, 827, 1,424, 1,431, 1,627, 1,652, 1,779, 1,976, 2,266, 2,269, 2,282, 2,477, 2,685, 

3,302, 3,318, and 3,554), that baiting should be allowed to help determine size (118, 241, and 

2,699), and that it turns the hunt into a trophy hunt (883, 986, 981, 1,701, and 2,244). 

RESPONSE:  The Council acknowledges the comments in support of this amendment to the 

Game Code. In order to assist hunters, Fish & Wildlife posted Hunter Guidance for 2022 Bear 
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Season Regulation Changes on its web page, which includes tips for determining a bear’s 

weight/size in the field. Baiting is a strategy that bear hunters can still utilize. The proposed 

amendment only restricts the taking of a bear within 300 feet of bait. Regarding concerns that 

prohibiting the harvest of cubs 75 pounds and under creates a “trophy hunt,” the regulated bear 

hunting season was not designed to be a “trophy hunt.” The bear hunt serves multiple purposes, 

including management, subsistence, and the fulfillment of the Council’s mandate to provide for 

public recreation. As with any animal harvested, the Game Code prohibits the wanton waste of 

black bear. 

 

63. COMMENT: Limiting the harvest to only bears over 75 pounds live weight is opposed (15, 

16, 19, 49, 50, 52, 58, 65, 78, 79, 81, 82, 86, 87, 89, 91, 95, 96, 106, 108, 112, 115, 126, 128, 

135, 137, 141, 150, 151, 152, 165, 170, 179, 185, 187, 188, 193, 196, 201, 215, 218, 222, 225, 

235, 238, 242, 248, 249, 250, 252, 257, 271, 272, 277, 278, 287, 288, 293, 294, 295, 296, 299, 

301, 309, 310, 332, 338, 339, 341, 359, 365, 370, 386, 391, 392, 398, 409, 412, 432, 436, 439, 

449, 451, 455, 460, 468, 469, 475, 488, 492, 495, 496, 500, 504, 511, 519, 520, 526, 528, 538, 

541, 543, 550, 553, 559, 560, 561, 562, 566, 583, 586, 597, 622, 645, 648, 658, 659, 666, 671, 

672, 682, 687, 692, 695, 703, 714, 728, 743, 745, 758, 759, 770, 774, 785, 792, 793, 809, 819, 

822, 832, 835, 836, 837, 841, 842, 858, 867, 873, 878, 888, 897, 898, 900, 903, 910, 911, 927, 

939, 945, 947, 951, 952, 957, 964, 976, 994, 1,007, 1,013, 1,015, 1,019, 1,029, 1,030, 1,031, 

1,032, 1,033, 1,034, 1,035, 1,036, 1,037, 1,054, 1,056, 1,058, 1,059, 1,063, 1,077, 1,078, 1,082, 

1,090, 1,092, 1,093, 1,096, 1,100, 1,101, 1,103, 1,104, 1,107, 1,108, 1,109, 1,112, 1,125, 1,126, 

1,128, 1,131, 1,140, 1,142, 1,143, 1,149, 1,157, 1,165, 1,174, 1,177, 1,179, 1,188, 1,190, 1,195, 
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1,197, 1,199, 1,202, 1,204, 1,206, 1,208, 1,221, 1,242, 1,245, 1,246, 1,248, 1,254, 1,265, 1,266, 

1,267, 1,275, 1,278, 1,283, 1,290, 1,299, 1,300, 1,301, 1,303, 1,308, 1,319, 1,320, 1,328, 1,329, 

1,334, 1,346, 1,349, 1,351, 1,352, 1,358, 1,369, 1,382, 1,383, 1,384, 1,401, 1,408, 1,412, 1,415, 

1,421, 1,428, 1,435, 1,437, 1,447, 1,479, 1,486, 1,487, 1,492, 1,497, 1,501, 1,507, 1,531, 1,534, 

1,535, 1,536, 1,537, 1,538, 1,540, 1,546, 1,547, 1,552, 1,553, 1,558, 1,567, 1,570, 1,574, 1,592, 

1,596, 1,621, 1,629, 1,630, 1,631, 1,635, 1,645, 1,663, 1,681, 1,685, 1,694, 1,697, 1,703, 1,704, 

1,705, 1,711, 1,718, 1,722, 1,725, 1,733, 1,744, 1,746, 1,761, 1,764, 1,765, 1,767, 1,775, 1,776, 

1,784, 1,800, 1,811, 1,813, 1,814, 1,816, 1,817, 1,820, 1,821, 1,822, 1,824, 1,831, 1,848, 1,849, 

1,851, 1,855, 1,863, 1,869, 1,872, 1,876, 1,881, 1,893, 1,894, 1,895, 1,899, 1,918, 1,919, 1,920, 

1,923, 1,929, 1,932, 1,934, 1,935, 1,936, 1,937, 1,941, 1,943, 1,955, 1,958, 1,963, 1,974, 1,977, 

1,982, 1,986, 1,988, 1,990, 1,991, 1,994, 2,000, 2,004, 2,005, 2,024, 2,030, 2,040, 2,041, 2,047, 

2,049, 2,050, 2,052, 2,054, 2,059, 2,067, 2,077, 2,079, 2,083, 2,084, 2,085, 2,109, 2,110, 2,115, 

2,121, 2,123, 2,124, 2,132, 2,135, 2,141, 2,143, 2,149, 2,156, 2,158, 2,170, 2,175, 2,177, 2,182, 

2,188, 2,189, 2,196, 2,201, 2,202, 2,204, 2,209, 2,210, 2,214, 2,216, 2,220, 2,221, 2,229, 2,232, 

2,248, 2,257, 2,260, 2,272, 2,274, 2,287, 2,293, 2,302, 2,317, 2,318, 2,326, 2,333, 2,335, 2,341, 

2,342, 2,344, 2,345, 2,348, 2,349, 2,351, 2,364, 2,368, 2,375, 2,376, 2,378, 2,381, 2,398, 2,406, 

2,409, 2,410, 2,412, 2,413, 2,417, 2,418, 2,430, 2,432, 2,433, 2,441, 2,455, 2,461, 2,484, 2,485, 

2,487, 2,490, 2,491, 2,498, 2,499, 2,515, 2,520, 2,527, 2,532, 2,535, 2,538, 2,540, 2,542, 2,549, 

2,553, 2,554, 2,560, 2,563, 2,576, 2,577, 2,589, 2,590, 2,591, 2,597, 2,604, 2,609, 2,610, 2,612, 

2,616, 2,625, 2,644, 2,662, 2,663, 2,664, 2,665, 2,666, 2,678, 2,687, 2,690, 2,696, 2,702, 2,706, 

2,709, 2,721, 2,722, 2,727, 2,731, 2,732, 2,745, 2,751, 2,752, 2,757, 2,760, 2,761, 2,773, 2,775, 

2,781, 2,782, 2,783, 2,788, 2,806, 2,818, 2,820, 2,821, 2,824, 2,831, 2,836, 2,844, 2,852, 2,876, 
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2,893, 2,894, 2,898, 2,902, 2,905, 2,911, 2,921, 2,928, 2,932, 2,936, 2,941, 2,948, 2,952, 2,954, 

2,955, 2,956, 2,961, 2,971, 2,975, 2,987, 2,988, 2,990, 2,998, 3,010, 3,011, 3,014, 3,015, 3,019, 

3,025, 3,026, 3,027, 3,031, 3,038, 3,040, 3,042, 3,052, 3,055, 3,058, 3,059, 3,062, 3,067, 3,071, 

3,076, 3,101, 3,114, 3,115, 3,122, 3,125, 3,130, 3,131, 3,138, 3,143, 3,147, 3,149, 3,153, 3,161, 

3,163, 3,176, 3,184, 3,187, 3,191, 3,206, 3,219, 3,227, 3,229, 3,241, 3,243, 3,246, 3,248, 3,251, 

3,256, 3,273, 3,284, 3,285, 3,287, 3,293, 3,352, 3,358, 3,361, 3,364, 3,366, 3,372, 3,373, 3,376, 

3,378, 3,379, 3,385, 3,386, 3,387, 3,388, 3,392, 3,393, 3,394, 3,395, 3,396, 3,408, 3,409, 3,413, 

3,417, 3,421, 3,422, 3,426, 3,428, 3,429, 3,434, 3,435, 3,443, 3,445, 3,450, 3,453, 3,467, 3,468, 

3,470, 3,474, 3,476, 3,477, 3,478, 3,479, 3,480, 3,482, 3,483, 3,494, 3,511, 3,512, 3,514, 3,521, 

3,527, 3,537, 3,542, 3,551, 3,558, 3,564, 3,568, 3,577, 3,581, 3,595, 3,609, 3,611, 3,618, 3,622, 

3,623, 3,625, 3,632, and 3,638). This limitation is opposed because this is a management hunt, 

not a trophy hunt (9, 39, 120, 195, 198, 205, 206, 244, 274, 377, 408, 429, 501, 529, 544, 584, 

602, 605, 717, 791, 796, 798, 813, 817, 821, 833, 844, 887, 936, 937, 948, 981, 1,162, 1,207, 

1,217, 1,228, 1,231, 1,252, 1,255, 1,257, 1,259, 1,263, 1,281, 1,357, 1,409, 1,442, 1,461, 1,482, 

1,548, 1,560, 1,583, 1,585, 1,600, 1,618, 1,619, 1,638, 1,680, 1,692, 1,741, 1,758, 1,792, 1,802, 

1,832, 1,833, 1,856, 1,981, 1,989, 2,071, 2,096, 2,107, 2,114, 2,126, 2,352, 2,371, 2,393, 2,447, 

2,465, 2,513, 2,567, 2,568, 2,588, 2,598, 2,602, 2,611, 2,623, 2,635, 2,681, 2,725, 2,736, 2,827, 

2,962, 2,972, 3,044, 3,077, 3,078, 3,128, 3,146, 3,232, 3,247, 3,263, 3,305, 3,391, 3,411, 3,414, 

3,419, 3,437, 3,447, 3,498, 3,508, 3,523, 3,532, 3,563, and 3,606) and the harvest of bears of any 

size should be legal (9, 25, 120, 205, 206, 244, 377, 501, 529, 544, 551, 584, 602, 605, 653, 667, 

717, 791, 796, 798, 813, 818, 821, 844, 868, 887, 948, 981, 1,050, 1,154, 1,207, 1,231, 1,255, 

1,257, 1,259, 1,281, 1,327, 1,357, 1,374, 1,409, 1,414, 1,442, 1,461, 1,482, 1,548, 1,560, 1,600, 
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1,618, 1,619, 1,638, 1,692, 1,714, 1,741, 1,792, 1,802, 1,832, 1,833, 1,856, 1,939, 1,965, 1,981, 

2,071, 2,107, 2,114, 2,147, 2,249, 2,352, 2,384, 2,393, 2,447, 2,465, 2,472, 2,502, 2,509, 2,513, 

2,552, 2,567, 2,568, 2,588, 2,598, 2,611, 2,623, 2,649, 2,681, 2,725, 2,736, 2,827, 2,835, 2,891, 

2,897, 2,918, 2,926, 2,962, 2,972, 3,044, 3,077, 3,078, 3,089, 3,126, 3,128, 3,146, 3,232, 3,234, 

3,247, 3,263, 3,302, 3,305, 3,314, 3,391, 3,411, 3,414, 3,419, 3,437, 3,498, 3,508, 3,516, 3,523, 

3,532, 3,545, 3,563, 3,586, 3,606, and 3,621), as there are too many bears (630, 1,207, 2,588, and 

3,314), and hunters should not be penalized for helping to control wildlife populations (2,725 

and 3,461). 

RESPONSE: The Council notes that restrictions prohibiting the harvest of bear cubs is not 

anticipated to unduly impact harvest rates. As with any animal, there is a wide range of growth 

and weight among individuals. The 75-pound restriction is intended to protect cubs from harvest 

during their first year. Other states have incorporated similar restrictions into their regulations 

and effective bear population control is still possible with these modifications. The regulated bear 

hunting season was not designed to be a “trophy hunt.” The bear hunt serves multiple purposes, 

including management, subsistence, and the fulfillment of the Council’s mandate to provide for 

public recreation. As with any animal harvested, the Game Code prohibits the wanton waste of 

black bear. 

 

64. COMMENT: Commenters stated that New Jersey bears have a higher fecundity rate than 

bears in most states, so there is a need to compensate by allowing for the harvest of cubs to 

reduce the population of future nuisance bears (1,414 and 3,234), and that the weight restriction 

should not be implemented until the bear population has been reduced and is stable (120, 380, 



NOTE: THIS IS A COURTESY COPY OF THIS RULE ADOPTION. THE OFFICIAL 

VERSION WILL BE PUBLISHED IN THE OCTOBER 2, 2023 NEW JERSEY REGISTER. 

SHOULD THERE BE ANY DISCREPANCIES BETWEEN THIS TEXT AND THE 

OFFICIAL VERSION OF THE ADOPTION, THE OFFICIAL VERSION WILL GOVERN. 
 

478 
 

523, 909, and 2,071). Other commenters believe smaller bears are more of the problem (377 and 

2,725), and that these bears will be next year’s big bears (818, 1,154, 2,071, 2,249, 2,384, and 

3,128), or future problem bears (821, 1,461, 2,249, and 2,897). Commenters also expressed that 

if cubs are alone, they should be allowed to be harvested (667, 1,296, 1,751, and 2,472) and felt 

that that if farmers may have to shoot them anyway, there is no difference in allowing hunters to 

do so (816). 

RESPONSE: The Council acknowledges the high reproductive rate of New Jersey black bears, 

but notes that the restrictions prohibiting the harvest of bear cubs 75 pounds or under live weight 

is not anticipated to unduly impact harvest rates. While cubs do indeed grow up to be larger 

bears, Fish & Wildlife has not found that smaller bears are a greater cause of damage and 

nuisance complaints. Farmers must apply and prove that damage is caused by bears in order to 

get a depredation permit for crop damage. 

 

65. COMMENT: The weight restriction will reduce the effectiveness of the hunt (3,606), as 

hunters may decide not to take a smaller bear for fear it is under the weight restriction (833, 948, 

1,494, 2,246, 3,299, and 3,411), because larger bears are more elusive and harder to harvest 

(2,552 and 2,725), or hunters may leave bears harvested under the minimum weight limit in the 

field due to fear of a fine (827, 1,422, and 2,513). The commenters also expressed that the meat 

of smaller bears is considered to be of a better quality (2,384, 2,423, 3,314, and 3,337), as well as 

concern that too many regulations will lead to unsuccessful hunts (212) or cause animals to 

starve (813).  
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 RESPONSE: The Council notes that the restriction prohibiting the harvest of bears 75 pounds 

and under live weight is not anticipated to unduly impact harvest rates. Other states have 

incorporated similar restrictions into their regulations and effective bear population control is 

still possible with these modifications. The Council further notes that the Game Code prohibits 

the wanton waste of black bear. The Council monitors, and will continue to monitor, 

management efforts and any related effects. 

 

66. COMMENT: The commenters indicate the weight restriction is too low (3,309) and should 

be increased to 125 pounds (3,343). Other commenters indicate that the minimum weight is too 

close to the weight of yearlings (941) and should be lowered (389). One commenter recommends 

banning the taking of a sow with cubs, or cubs in the presence of a sow instead (3,613). 

RESPONSE: As with any animal, there is a wide range of growth and weight among individual 

black bears. The 75-pound restriction is intended to protect cubs from harvest during their first year. 

Other states have incorporated similar restrictions into their regulations and effective bear 

population control is still possible with these modifications.  Banning the taking of a sow with 

cubs, or cubs in the presence of a sow, as suggested by a commenter, is included in this adoption.  

 

67. COMMENT: The restriction on the take of bears 75 pounds or under live weight is opposed 

because, as stated by commenters, “it makes no sense” and is a “political decision” (1,374), it 

should be left up to the wildlife management professionals (166, 274, 1,361, 2,638, 2,700, and 

3,232), and there is no biological reason for the restriction (153, 529, 653, 813, 817, 981, 1,050, 
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1,130, 1,257, 1,281, 1,374, 1,422, 1,832, 1,939, 2,114, 2,116, 2,835, 2,891, 3,089, 3,126, 3,302, 

3,411, 3,437, and 3,498). 

The commenters note it is difficult to judge weight of a bear in the field at a distance (26, 

155, 210, 300, 315, 379, 389, 447, 482, 503, 533, 604, 605, 680, 717, 827, 833, 843, 948, 981, 

1,055, 1,069, 1,129, 1,252, 1,326, 1,393, 1,406, 1,419, 1,422, 1,442, 1,494, 1,520, 1,619, 1,692, 

1,758, 1,789, 1,965, 1,970, 1,984, 2,094, 2,122, 2,239, 2,246, 2,282, 2,284, 2,464, 2,468, 2,472, 

2,490, 2,513, 2,523, 2,525, 2,593, 2,635, 2,649, 2,653, 2,680, 2,822, 2,918, 2,926, 2,942, 2,972, 

3,034, 3,075, 3,126, 3,140, 3,224, 3,299, 3,302, 3,412, 3,461, 3,515, and 3,586), and would be 

difficult to enforce (315, 322, 379, 936, 1,692, 2,116, 2,926, and 3,292). If deer fawns are legal, 

bear cubs should be as well (205, 602, 887, 1,154, 1,668, 2,502, 2,509, 2,567, 2,649, 2,918, 

2,962, 3,044, 3,089, 3,126, 3,302, 3,412, 3,437, and 3,563). The commenters also indicated that 

smaller bears are easier for older hunters to drag out of the woods (1,154, 1,347, 2,423, and 

2,586), and felt that whether to harvest a cub should be left up to the hunters to decide for 

themselves (2). 

RESPONSE: The Council notes that restrictions prohibiting the harvest of bear cubs is not 

anticipated to unduly impact harvest rates. The 75-pound restriction is intended to protect cubs 

from harvest during their first year. Other states have incorporated similar restrictions into their 

regulations and effective bear population control is still possible with these modifications. 

In order to assist hunters, Fish & Wildlife has posted Hunter Guidance for 2022 Bear 

Season Regulation Changes on its web page, which includes tips for determining a bear’s weight 

in the field. Larger bears may also be quartered before removing from the field, if necessary. 
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68. COMMENT: The prohibition on the harvest of bears 75 pounds and under live weight is 

opposed as commenters oppose the killing of bears of any size (210, 389, 1,198, 1,215, 1,225, 

1,726, 1,985, 2,203, 2,312, 2,709, 3,007, 3,309, and 3,499), and indicate that no cubs should be 

killed (210, 389, 1,198, 1,215, 1,225, 1,726, 1,985, 2,203, 2,312, 2,709, 3,007, 3,309, and 3,499). 

RESPONSE: The Council recognizes that certain commenters are opposed to lethal 

management, including regulated hunting. While the Council has concluded that the CBBMP 

should include a regulated black bear hunt as part of a comprehensive approach to black bear 

management, the prohibition on the harvest of bears 75 pounds and under would address some of 

the concerns raised by other commenters.  

 

69. COMMENT: The prohibition on the harvest of adult bears when accompanied by cubs is 

supported (2, 3, 4, 6, 9, 16, 20, 33, 40, 46, 48, 61, 62, 67, 76, 77, 82, 97, 107, 111, 118, 125, 126, 

127, 132, 137, 138, 142, 154, 156, 158, 160, 163, 164, 171, 172, 177, 178, 181, 182, 183, 184, 

191, 202, 204, 210, 218, 223, 229, 231, 235, 241, 242, 253, 254, 256, 260, 267, 268, 276, 282, 

288, 292, 298, 304, 311, 312, 313, 314, 316, 324, 325, 343, 351, 354, 356, 362, 363, 365, 376, 

382, 384, 385, 388, 390, 395, 403, 406, 408, 409, 414, 435, 440, 443, 445, 447, 454, 457, 458, 

461, 473, 479, 480, 483, 484, 485, 489, 491, 494, 495, 497, 502, 507, 508, 513, 517, 521, 522, 

524, 528, 533, 535, 537, 542, 545, 547, 549, 554, 564, 565, 573, 574, 575, 581, 583, 588, 595, 

596, 601, 615, 617, 618, 623, 629, 631, 632, 635, 636, 639, 647, 650, 652, 655, 662, 663, 667, 

670, 673, 677, 678, 679, 680, 686, 689, 690, 698, 699, 700, 704, 705, 709, 714, 716, 722, 724, 

725, 729, 736, 744, 746, 747, 750, 752, 762, 763, 764, 767, 768, 784, 785, 786, 795, 807, 814, 

823, 827, 828, 829, 839, 840, 844, 847, 848, 850, 852, 855, 856, 857, 860, 863, 868, 871, 881, 
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883, 885, 886, 887, 891, 892, 893, 896, 901, 907, 923, 924, 925, 926, 927, 931, 932, 935, 938, 

940, 942, 943, 946, 947, 953, 954, 962, 963, 965, 966, 967, 969, 975, 984, 986, 989, 990, 991, 

993, 996, 1,002, 1,010, 1,011, 1,014, 1,022, 1,023, 1,034, 1,038, 1,044, 1,058, 1,069, 1,070, 

1,072, 1,075, 1,083, 1,084, 1,090, 1,116, 1,127, 1,129, 1,138, 1,141, 1,143, 1,144, 1,147, 1,153, 

1,155, 1,156, 1,158, 1,159, 1,163, 1,172, 1,173, 1,194, 1,219, 1,223, 1,233, 1,239, 1,240, 1,243, 

1,251, 1,261, 1,264, 1,276, 1,279, 1,281, 1,292, 1,296, 1,301, 1,310, 1,312, 1,318, 1,322, 1,328, 

1,331, 1,338, 1,341, 1,343, 1,344, 1,358, 1,359, 1,361, 1,367, 1,378, 1,384, 1,385, 1,386, 1,388, 

1,389, 1,390, 1,394, 1,396, 1,399, 1,404, 1,405, 1,407, 1,419, 1,429, 1,430, 1,431, 1,432, 1,433, 

1,439, 1,440, 1,441, 1,443, 1,446, 1,447, 1,449, 1,453, 1,455, 1,457, 1,461, 1,462, 1,466, 1,470, 

1,471, 1,474, 1,476, 1,478, 1,480, 1,481, 1,484, 1,489, 1,494, 1,501, 1,503, 1,506, 1,510, 1,516, 

1,532, 1,533, 1,539, 1,540, 1,548, 1,550, 1,551, 1,554, 1,555, 1,556, 1,560, 1,564, 1,567, 1,569, 

1,574, 1,576, 1,577, 1,578, 1,589, 1,594, 1,601, 1,602, 1,606, 1,608, 1,610, 1,614, 1,615, 1,620, 

1,622, 1,624, 1,633, 1,637, 1,639, 1,650, 1,651, 1,659, 1,661, 1,664, 1,667, 1,675, 1,677, 1,679, 

1,681, 1,682, 1,696, 1,699, 1,700, 1,704, 1,705, 1,706, 1,707, 1,710, 1,716, 1,717, 1,718, 1,719, 

1,720, 1,721, 1,725, 1,728, 1,729, 1,734, 1,736, 1,737, 1,738, 1,739, 1,743, 1,747, 1,749, 1,751, 

1,756, 1,757, 1,770, 1,771, 1,772, 1,777, 1,779, 1,781, 1,782, 1,783, 1,784, 1,786, 1,788, 1,789, 

1,793, 1,796, 1,798, 1,799, 1,801, 1,805, 1,813, 1,815, 1,823, 1,831, 1,834, 1,841, 1,845, 1,858, 

1,868, 1,874, 1,878, 1,883, 1,886, 1,897, 1,901, 1,902, 1,903, 1,906, 1,910, 1,925, 1,931, 1,935, 

1,936, 1,938, 1,940, 1,941, 1,946, 1,947, 1,948, 1,949, 1,950, 1,952, 1,953, 1,955, 1,960, 1,964, 

1,973, 1,975, 1,976, 1,979, 1,980, 1,983, 1,987, 1,994, 1,996, 1,998, 2,003, 2,008, 2,011, 2,016, 

2,017, 2,022, 2,029, 2,032, 2,034, 2,035, 2,037, 2,051, 2,056, 2,057, 2,058, 2,061, 2,062, 2,063, 

2,064, 2,067, 2,069, 2,070, 2,073, 2,074, 2,075, 2,078, 2,090, 2,093, 2,095, 2,097, 2,099, 2,100, 
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2,102, 2,104, 2,106, 2,108, 2,113, 2,124, 2,125, 2,126, 2,127, 2,128, 2,134, 2,137, 2,138, 2,140, 

2,143, 2,148, 2,152, 2,153, 2,157, 2,159, 2,161, 2,164, 2,165, 2,176, 2,178, 2,179, 2,180, 2,184, 

2,185, 2,191, 2,193, 2,194, 2,199, 2,206, 2,211, 2,213, 2,215, 2,219, 2,224, 2,227, 2,230, 2,235, 

2,240, 2,244, 2,252, 2,255, 2,258, 2,261, 2,263, 2,265, 2,266, 2,276, 2,278, 2,291, 2,295, 2,298, 

2,302, 2,304, 2,307, 2,308, 2,309, 2,320, 2,321, 2,324, 2,327, 2,332, 2,334, 2,340, 2,341, 2,342, 

2,350, 2,353, 2,360, 2,365, 2,369, 2,372, 2,377, 2,382, 2,388, 2,392, 2,394, 2,396, 2,403, 2,404, 

2,423, 2,426, 2,429, 2,436, 2,438, 2,444, 2,446, 2,454, 2,462, 2,464, 2,471, 2,472, 2,473, 2,475, 

2,480, 2,483, 2,484, 2,486, 2,488, 2,489, 2,497, 2,499, 2,504, 2,507, 2,508, 2,510, 2,517, 2,526, 

2,533, 2,535, 2,536, 2,550, 2,551, 2,556, 2,557, 2,562, 2,564, 2,566, 2,567, 2,571, 2,572, 2,574, 

2,577, 2,578, 2,579, 2,580, 2,583, 2,594, 2,596, 2,599, 2,600, 2,603, 2,614, 2,626, 2,628, 2,631, 

2,633, 2,645, 2,648, 2,649, 2,652, 2,653, 2,661, 2,668, 2,672, 2,679, 2,680, 2,681, 2,684, 2,685, 

2,689, 2,693, 2,699, 2,715, 2,717, 2,725, 2,734, 2,740, 2,750, 2,752, 2,765, 2,777, 2,779, 2,784, 

2,785, 2,790, 2,796, 2,797, 2,803, 2,804, 2,810, 2,814, 2,816, 2,818, 2,825, 2,828, 2,832, 2,835, 

2,839, 2,842, 2,843, 2,847, 2,848, 2,849, 2,850, 2,854, 2,861, 2,863, 2,864, 2,866, 2,868, 2,869, 

2,873, 2,874, 2,875, 2,877, 2,878, 2,880, 2,889, 2,895, 2,900, 2,901, 2,903, 2,909, 2,916, 2,924, 

2,926, 2,933, 2,935, 2,940, 2,942, 2,950, 2,953, 2,958, 2,959, 2,963, 2,964, 2,965, 2,968, 2,970, 

2,971, 2,973, 2,974, 2,976, 2,980, 2,982, 2,983, 2,984, 2,991, 2,996, 2,999, 3,000, 3,001, 3,004, 

3,009, 3,012, 3,016, 3,017, 3,018, 3,023, 3,026, 3,028, 3,034, 3,037, 3,042, 3,043, 3,045, 3,046, 

3,047, 3,051, 3,056, 3,057, 3,063, 3,070, 3,082, 3,085, 3,087, 3,094, 3,095, 3,096, 3,097, 3,098, 

3,099, 3,103, 3,109, 3,110, 3,114, 3,120, 3,121, 3,126, 3,136, 3,137, 3,139, 3,140, 3,144, 3,145, 

3,148, 3,150, 3,155, 3,162, 3,175, 3,178, 3,179, 3,185, 3,186, 3,193, 3,194, 3,195, 3,197, 3,198, 

3,205, 3,208, 3,213, 3,214, 3,215, 3,222, 3,224, 3,225, 3,226, 3,228, 3,233, 3,234, 3,247, 3,249, 
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3,253, 3,260, 3,261, 3,268, 3,270, 3,271, 3,277, 3,280, 3,302, 3,311, 3,313, 3,314, 3,315, 3,317, 

3,318, 3,319, 3,321, 3,322, 3,331, 3,340, 3,341, 3,345, 3,346, 3,353, 3,356, 3,357, 3,361, 3,383, 

3,384, 3,388, 3,390, 3,398, 3,404, 3,405, 3,414, 3,420, 3,421, 3,422, 3,428, 3,432, 3,439, 3,445, 

3,452, 3,455, 3,464, 3,465, 3,474, 3,476, 3,486, 3,487, 3,493, 3,497, 3,504, 3,508, 3,509, 3,511, 

3,513, 3,526, 3,528, 3,530, 3,533, 3,539, 3,546, 3,548, 3,550, 3,554, 3,555, 3,558, 3,560, 3,562, 

3,563, 3,565, 3,572, 3,577, 3,578, 3,579, 3,581, 3,583, 3,584, 3,588, 3,590, 3,591, 3,593, 3,598, 

3,603, 3,611, 3,612, 3,613, 3,614, 3,615, 3,618, 3,619, 3,620, 3,624, 3,626, 3,627, 3,628, 3,634, 

3,635, and 3,637).  

RESPONSE:  The Council acknowledges the comments in support of this proposed amendment 

to the Game Code. 

 

70. COMMENT: The prohibition on the harvest of adult bears when accompanied by cubs is 

opposed (15, 43, 49, 50, 52, 54, 58, 82, 108, 128, 165, 179, 187, 188, 195, 200, 225, 238, 248, 

250, 252, 257, 271, 272, 277, 290, 291, 293, 294, 295, 296, 299, 322, 329, 332, 346, 392, 412, 

436, 437, 439, 449, 451, 455, 464, 468, 469, 471, 475, 482, 496, 500, 501, 504, 559, 560, 566, 

586, 594, 598, 622, 633, 637, 651, 658, 672, 692, 741, 749, 758, 770, 781, 799, 802, 805, 821, 

832, 833, 835, 836, 858, 872, 873, 897, 900, 902, 911, 916, 941, 951, 952, 972, 973, 974, 998, 

1,007, 1,029, 1,036, 1,048, 1,055, 1,056, 1,059, 1,062, 1,063, 1,068, 1,078, 1,082, 1,092, 1,093, 

1,096, 1,101, 1,112, 1,117, 1,120, 1,123, 1,128, 1,142, 1,157, 1,164, 1,165, 1,174, 1,176, 1,180, 

1,182, 1,195, 1,197, 1,199, 1,208, 1,220, 1,221, 1,224, 1,225, 1,234, 1,242, 1,246, 1,258, 1,263, 

1,266, 1,267, 1,273, 1,277, 1,290, 1,295, 1,297, 1,299, 1,303, 1,315, 1,319, 1,333, 1,349, 1,351, 

1,369, 1,391, 1,397, 1,398, 1,403, 1,408, 1,421, 1,444, 1,465, 1,467, 1,475, 1,485, 1,487, 1,492, 
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1,493, 1,511, 1,543, 1,552, 1,553, 1,561, 1,593, 1,611, 1,627, 1,630, 1,674, 1,685, 1,690, 1,694, 

1,697, 1,704, 1,711, 1,714, 1,733, 1,744, 1,760, 1,762, 1,764, 1,765, 1,766, 1,767, 1,773, 1,775, 

1,776, 1,784, 1,791, 1,800, 1,811, 1,812, 1,816, 1,817, 1,820, 1,821, 1,826, 1,842, 1,843, 1,846, 

1,848, 1,855, 1,876, 1,893, 1,899, 1,911, 1,918, 1,920, 1,928, 1,932, 1,934, 1,954, 1,958, 2,005, 

2,024, 2,026, 2,041, 2,047, 2,049, 2,050, 2,059, 2,077, 2,083, 2,109, 2,110, 2,123, 2,129, 2,141, 

2,149, 2,158, 2,189, 2,196, 2,204, 2,209, 2,220, 2,238, 2,248, 2,273, 2,283, 2,326, 2,333, 2,335, 

2,348, 2,349, 2,351, 2,368, 2,378, 2,381, 2,398, 2,406, 2,412, 2,413, 2,430, 2,441, 2,443, 2,455, 

2,485, 2,500, 2,535, 2,553, 2,554, 2,560, 2,563, 2,582, 2,587, 2,588, 2,589, 2,590, 2,604, 2,610, 

2,617, 2,623, 2,624, 2,635, 2,644, 2,659, 2,676, 2,687, 2,690, 2,696, 2,698, 2,705, 2,709, 2,722, 

2,727, 2,735, 2,745, 2,755, 2,757, 2,760, 2,761, 2,764, 2,768, 2,775, 2,781, 2,782, 2,783, 2,799, 

2,824, 2,844, 2,858, 2,887, 2,890, 2,894, 2,897, 2,918, 2,921, 2,928, 2,932, 2,941, 2,944, 2,948, 

2,956, 2,957, 2,960, 2,961, 2,962, 2,985, 2,998, 3,014, 3,015, 3,019, 3,025, 3,026, 3,027, 3,031, 

3,042, 3,048, 3,055, 3,059, 3,067, 3,073, 3,076, 3,102, 3,106, 3,115, 3,116, 3,117, 3,122, 3,124, 

3,125, 3,138, 3,141, 3,147, 3,149, 3,161, 3,163, 3,176, 3,187, 3,229, 3,243, 3,246, 3,248, 3,259, 

3,273, 3,285, 3,287, 3,293, 3,313, 3,329, 3,333, 3,352, 3,373, 3,375, 3,376, 3,377, 3,378, 3,379, 

3,382, 3,392, 3,393, 3,395, 3,396, 3,403, 3,408, 3,422, 3,426, 3,436, 3,438, 3,443, 3,447, 3,449, 

3,450, 3,467, 3,470, 3,477, 3,478, 3,479, 3,480, 3,494, 3,496, 3,498, 3,500, 3,522, 3,527, 3,551, 

3,568, 3,587, 3,606, 3,611, 3,622, 3,623, 3,625, 3,632, and 3,638) because of the restriction on 

baiting (2,769) and because there are too many bears (937, 957, 1,207, 1,231, 1,252, 1,308, 

1,374, 1,585, 1,680, 1,692, 1,701, 2,096, 2,371, 2,393, 2,653, and 2,831). The commenters state 

that harvesting adult bears accompanied by cubs was allowed in previous hunts and has not been 

shown to have a detrimental effect on a healthy bear population (1,050, 1,422, 1,939, and 3,532), 
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that this is a management hunt, not a trophy hunt (198, 761, 791, 796, 798, 887, 1,162, 1,217, 

1,257, 1,600, 1,638, 1,741, 1,833, 2,114, 2,568, 2,598, 2,611, 3,075, 3,232, 3,263, 3,305, 3,364, 

3,391, 3,411, 3,437, and 3,483), and that any bear should be legal to harvest (206, 244, 429, 503, 

584, 717, 792, 804, 958, 1,140, 1,207, 1,228, 1,255, 1,409, 1,442, 1,618, 1,802, 1,833, 1,856, 

1,965, 2,107, 2,114, 2,352, 2,602, 2,822, 3,044, 3,299, 3,355, 3,380, 3,483, and 3,545).  

RESPONSE:  The Council notes that restrictions prohibiting the harvest of bear cubs or bears in 

the company of cubs is not anticipated to unduly impact harvest. The Council notes that other 

states have successfully managed bears using these restrictions. As noted in the Response to 

Comment 36, the regulated hunting season was not designed to be a “trophy hunt.” 

 

71. COMMENT: The prohibition on the harvest of adult bears when accompanied by cubs is 

opposed  because the population cannot be controlled without taking adult bears (630 and 1,792), 

the breeders are exactly the animals which should be targeted to affect a population reduction 

(173, 205, 315, 374, 389, 429, 505, 717, 766, 948, 1,041, 1,130, 1,231, 1,257, 1,259, 1,309, 

1,327, 1,414, 1,424, 1,482, 1,486, 1,970, 2,094, 2,119, 2,249, 2,286, 2,393, 2,465, 2,513, 2,653, 

2,654, 2,733, 2,736, 2,773, 3,128, 3,232, 3,380, 3,412, 3,515, and 3,586), and it should be legal 

to take any bear until the population is reduced and stable (120, 274, 523, 721, 909, 2,071, 2,827, 

and 2,836).  

RESPONSE:  The Council notes that restrictions prohibiting the harvest of bear cubs or bears in 

the company of cubs is not anticipated to unduly impact harvest. The Council notes that other 

states have successfully managed bears using these restrictions.  
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72. COMMENT: The prohibition on the harvest of adult bears when accompanied by cubs is 

opposed because there is no biological reason for this restriction (205, 429, 544, 813, 937, 1,041, 

1,130, 1,652, 2,116, 2,467, 2,513, 2,891, 3,089, and 3,337) and hunters should be allowed to 

choose or self-regulate which bears to harvest (213, 1,619, 1,965, 2,094, 2,447, 3,305, 3,461, 

3,483, and 3,516).  

RESPONSE: While cubs would be of sufficient size and maturity to survive on their own at the 

time of the bear hunt, the Council, recognizing the importance of a hunt in the face of a rapidly 

increasing and expanding bear population, also sought to address concerns of those opposed to 

the take of adults accompanying cubs. This restriction is not anticipated to unduly affect harvest 

rates, and other states have successfully managed black bear populations with similar 

restrictions. 

 

73. COMMENT: The commenters opposing the prohibition of the harvest of adult bears when 

accompanied by cubs expressed concern that too many regulations will lead to an unsuccessful 

hunt (212, 817, and 3,299), and asserted that this was a political compromise not based on ethics 

or sound management (804, 1,050, 1,939, and 2,467), but rather an emotional response to a 

wildlife problem (813, 937, 1,252, 1,832, and 3,089). Some commenters felt the amendment was 

developed for those opposed to hunting (1,130  and 2,467) and that only wildlife management 

professionals should make this decision (166, 957, 2,700, and 3,232). 

RESPONSE: While cubs would be of sufficient size and maturity to survive on their own at the 

time of the bear hunt, the Council, recognizing the importance of a hunt in the face of a rapidly 

increasing and expanding bear population, also sought to address concerns of those opposed to 
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the take of adults accompanying cubs. This restriction is not anticipated to unduly affect harvest 

rates, and other states have successfully managed black bear populations with similar 

restrictions. The Council works closely with wildlife management professionals with all 

regulation development and continually strives for clear and concise regulations to meet 

management objectives. The Council will continue to monitor hunter success and any related 

management effects. 

 

74. COMMENT: The prohibition on the harvest of adult bears when accompanied by cubs is 

opposed because sows with cubs can be aggressive (1,701, 2,237, 2,319, and 2,530) and sows 

could die by other causes (1,638). The commenters further asserted that it is too difficult to judge 

the age class or weight of bears (26, 155, 374, 843, 1,140, 1,619, 2,284, and 2,679) and that if 

you can take a doe with fawns, you should be able to take a sow with cubs (25, 452, 761, 798, 

1,347, 2,502, and 3,437). 

RESPONSE: While cubs would be of sufficient size and maturity to survive on their own at the 

time of the bear hunt, the Council, recognizing the importance of a hunt in the face of a rapidly 

increasing and expanding bear population, also sought to address concerns of those opposed to 

the take of adult bears accompanying cubs. The Council acknowledges that sows with cubs may 

become aggressive, but usually only when defending their cubs. In order to assist hunters, Fish & 

Wildlife has posted Hunter Guidance for 2022 Bear Season Regulation Changes on its web page, 

which includes tips for determining a bear’s weight in the field.  
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75. COMMENT: The prohibition on the harvest of adult bears with cubs is opposed because a 

mother with cubs should not be harvested (1,726, 2,239, 2,346, 2,468, 2,679, 3,081, and 3,309), 

there should be “no killing of family,” “no mother should be killed” (1,985 and 3,309), 

harvesting an adult bear accompanying cubs should be illegal, regardless of size (1,326, 2,930, 

3,316, and 3,343) and because commenters oppose lethal management (520, 864, 1,124, 1,198, 

1,215, 1,653, 2,097, 2,312, 2,854, and 3,632). One commenter indicates that they oppose the 

prohibition because “there is no credible evidence that black bears are overpopulated in New 

Jersey” (153). 

RESPONSE: The Council recognizes that certain commenters are opposed to lethal management 

of bears, including regulated hunting. While the Council has concluded that the CBBMP should 

include a regulated black bear hunt as part of a comprehensive approach to black bear 

management, the prohibition on the harvest of adult bears with cubs would seem to address the 

concerns raised by the commenters. 

 

76. COMMENT: The prohibition on the take of adult bears with cubs is opposed because it is 

difficult to enforce (173, 379, 818, 948, 1,652, 2,116, 2,284, 2,477, 2,525, 2,593, 3,077, 3,078, 

and 3,337), sets up hunters for potential violations (604, 605, 710, 817, 948, 1,041, 1,406, 1,424, 

1,461, 1,520, 1,652, 2,122, 2,513, 2,525, and 3,146), and forces hunters to take longer range 

shots as they wait to see if cubs are with the adult bear (2,147). 

RESPONSE:  The Council notes that the restriction on taking adult bears with cubs is consistent 

with the objectives of the 2022 CBBMP and that other states have successfully managed bears 

using these restrictions.  
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77. COMMENT: A commenter asserts that hunting spreads disease through blood, urine, and 

feces of animals (2,915). 

RESPONSE: Proper care and hygiene is important when processing any meat for consumption, 

regardless of whether the animal was obtained through hunting. Numerous websites provide 

guidance on how to properly handle/process meat for food. Fish & Wildlife reminds hunters and 

anglers to never consume an animal that appears unwell. Observations of sick or dying animals 

can be reported through the 1-877-WARN DEP (927-6337) 24-hour hotline. This information is 

relayed to State wildlife pathologists who investigate causes of disease among animals. 

Information on wildlife diseases is posted on the Fish & Wildlife website. 

 

78. COMMENT: Commenters neither supported or opposed prohibiting the harvest of cubs 

(bears 75 pounds or under) indicating they did not have sufficient knowledge on the subject and 

it should be left up to wildlife professionals and/or science (103, 1,628, 2,638, and 2,688), that 

they would not shoot a cub, and preferred not seeing cubs taken (350 and 470), and it should be 

the hunter’s discretion (2,649), but acknowledged it helps with population control (245, 470, and 

1,560). Commenters questioned if cubs would be able to survive on their own at this size/age 

(844), and if the prohibition would adversely affect the population (216) and wanted to 

understand the long-term effects (2,236). One commenter noted there is little difference between 

a farmer taking a cub under a depredation permit and a hunter taking a cub during the regulated 

hunting season (816). Commenters who neither supported or opposed prohibiting the harvest of 

cubs also expressed concern that it would be difficult to enforce (574), and that there needs to be 
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an acceptable range of compliance (892). It was also indicated that larger bears are more elusive, 

and this restriction should be offset by a longer season (2,552). 

RESPONSE: The Council acknowledges the comments taking a neutral position on the harvest 

of bears 75 pounds or under live weight. While cubs would be of sufficient size and maturity to 

survive on their own at the time of the bear hunt, the Council, recognizing the importance of a 

hunt in the face of a rapidly increasing and expanding bear population, also sought to address 

concerns of those opposed to the take of cubs. This restriction is not anticipated to unduly affect 

harvest rates, and other states have successfully managed black bear populations with similar 

restrictions.  

 

Beyond the Scope 

79. COMMENT: The Council should change the law regarding bear spray, as what is currently 

allowed is not sufficient to protect someone from a bear attack (2,291). 

RESPONSE: This comment is beyond the scope of this rulemaking as these laws are beyond 

the jurisdiction of the Council and are not the subject of the current rulemaking.  

 

80. COMMENT: Penalties for violating the proposed amendments to the Game Code should 

be realistic (1,627, 1,652, 2,138, and 2,477). 

RESPONSE: Penalties for violating the State Game Code are established at Title 23 of the 

New Jersey Statutes Annotated and are beyond the authority of the Council.  

 

 Federal Standards Statement 
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 N.J.S.A. 52:14B-1 et seq., requires State agencies that adopt, readopt, or amend State 

regulations that exceed any Federal standards or requirements to include in the rulemaking 

document a Federal standards analysis. 

Pursuant to National Wildlife Refuge System Administration Act, 16 U.S.C. § 668dd (1966), and 

regulations (50 CFR 32.49), the United States Fish and Wildlife Service regulates hunting only 

in National Wildlife Refuge areas in New Jersey. The proposed CBBMP does not contain any 

standards or requirements that exceed Federal regulations involving National Wildlife Refuge 

areas, and there are no Federal standards for non-National Wildlife Refuge areas. 

Therefore, the Department has determined that the adopted CBBMP and related Game Code 

amendments do not contain any standards or requirements that exceed any standards or 

requirements imposed by Federal law. Accordingly, N.J.S.A. 52:14B-1 et seq., does not require 

further analysis.  

Full text of the adoption follows (additions to proposal indicated in italics and boldface 

with asterisks *thus*; deletions from the proposal indicated in italicized braces with asterisks 

*{thus}*): 
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BACKGROUND (No change.) 
 

 

I.  INTRODUCTION 

 

This document defines the Council’s 2022 Comprehensive Black Bear Management Policy 

(CBBMP).  Council periodically re-evaluates its policies, recommendations, and regulations as 

information on the wildlife species under its jurisdiction and the needs of New Jersey’s citizens 

warrant.  The black bear policy and management goals consider the cultural carrying capacity, 

which is the number of bears that can co-exist compatibly with the local human population in a 

given area, in concert with the biological carrying capacity of the land to support bears.  The 

Council has directed that NJFW manage black bears to ensure their continued survival in New 

Jersey, while addressing residents' and farmers' property damage and safety concerns. Council 

recognizes that instances of black bears injuring humans have occurred in New Jersey and that 

human safety concerns must be considered as part of black bear management decisions.  In 2014, 

the first documented human fatality from a black bear attack occurred in New Jersey, reinforcing 

the human safety concern associated with managing this species.  Since 2010, NJFW has 

documented six incidences of bears injuring humans including the 2014 fatal attack.  With 

careful management, however, the black bear provides an overall benefit to the citizens of New 

Jersey in the form of wildlife appreciation, observation, and hunting.   
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The Council finds that NJFW should manage the bear population at a level commensurate with 

available habitat and consistent with reducing risk to public safety and property.  Council 

recognizes that there are no non-lethal methods currently available to effect a population 

reduction in bears.  In 2020, the estimated black bear population in the hunted area of the State 

(Bear Management Zones 1 - 5) exceeded 3,000 bears, which has not occurred since 2014.  In 

response to the dangerously elevated population level of 2014, Council took immediate action to 

expand the hunting season (2015 CBBMP) to reduce this high level of bears and protect public 

safety.  The season's expansion quickly reduced the bear population, thereby lessening the threat 

to public safety; the estimated bear population was 1,527 in 2018.  Public lands were closed to 

bear hunting for the 2018, 2019 and 2020 bear seasons.  There was a 29% decrease in the 

average number of bear permits sold for these three years.  The average harvest rate for the 2018, 

2019, and 2020 seasons was 14.3%, compared to an average harvest rate of 20.1% for the 

preceding seasons (2015, 2016, and 2017).  Annual harvest rate is the percentage of tagged bears 

versus untagged bears that are harvested in a given season.  A harvest rate of 20% is needed to 

affect a population reduction. 

 

In 2020, damage and nuisance complaints involving bears increased by 50% since 2018.  In 

2021, Council advised that unless public lands are re-opened to bear hunting, the bear population 

(3,158 in 2020) could quickly increase to unprecedented levels, creating an increased risk to 

public safety.   
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Council directs that NJFW should use Integrated Wildlife Damage Management, which seeks to 

prevent, reduce, or stop wildlife damage by integrating a combination of methods sequentially or 

concurrently (USDA WS WI 2002, Raithel et al. 2016).  The integrated approach to black bear 

management used by NJFW in New Jersey includes all available methods within its fiscal and 

personnel resources, including population control through regulated hunting, research, 

educational programs, promoting the use of bear-resistant garbage containers, lethal bear damage 

control, and non-lethal bear damage control. 

 

Scientific data from NJFW’s bear research program, which began in the 1,980s, demonstrates 

that New Jersey has a productive black bear population that can support a regulated hunting 

season (McConnell et al. 1997).  Data from hunting seasons and continued research and 

monitoring efforts has also shown that a regulated hunting season effectively reduces New 

Jersey’s bear population to manageable levels when properly implemented, including being 

allowed on all available public properties.  Current research has shown that regulated hunting 

seasons are the only tool available for effective population control of free-ranging black bears 

(NEBBTC 2012; Lackey et al. 2018).  Council notes that the State Game Code contains 

regulatory safeguards that assure that bear harvests remain below the population’s sustained 

yield capabilities (N.J.A.C. 7:25-5.6).  Data also shows that when a hunting season is properly 

implemented, nuisance complaints are mitigated, and bear population growth is slowed or 

reversed.  Conversely, data shows that when bear hunting is closed entirely, or prohibited on 

public lands, both the bear population and incidents, including dangerous Category I incidents, 

increase.  Although fertility control and sterilization continue to be researched, these methods of 
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population control are not effective for free-ranging populations and are not economically 

feasible, as evaluated either by an efficacy or cost metric.  Regulated hunting remains the only 

available safe and effective management tool to provide recreation and to control New Jersey’s 

black bear population.   

 

Aside from a regulated hunting season as a tool for bear population control, Council recognizes 

the importance of other available tools, including non-lethal methods, to reduce the likelihood of 

bears becoming a nuisance or a danger to humans.  NJFW staff has trained over 1,550 local 

police officers, State troopers, and state, county, and municipal park rangers to assist in problem 

bear response.  In this effort, NJFW and its partners utilize lethal control on high-risk, dangerous 

bears and non-lethal aversive conditioning techniques on nuisance bears.  Studies in New Jersey 

as well as other states conclude that aversive conditioning has a limited short-term effect on 

reducing the negative behavior of nuisance bears.   

 

NJFW has conducted an intensive and extensive public education campaign about common-

sense practices that may reduce the risk of negative black bear behavior on humans, their homes, 

their property, and their communities.  Since 2007, Bureau of Law Enforcement staff has 

inspected thousands of residential properties in high bear incident areas and found nearly 

complete compliance with black bear garbage management guidelines, suggesting the black bear 

education effort has been effective in compliance.  In 2021, NJFW received a $1.5 million 

appropriation for non-lethal bear management, a portion of which was spent to hire a consultant 

on an extensive campaign which utilized a new webpage, social media like Facebook and 
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Instagram; YouTube videos; and messaging through connected TV/OTT like ROKU, Amazon 

Fire, and Google TV; and streaming audio on Pandora and Audacy, reaching millions of people 

throughout the State, not just in bear country. Due to the success of NJFW’s educational efforts, 

Council has determined that NJFW should increase this expanded program, including municipal 

outreach. *NJFW received an additional $1.5 million appropriation in 2022 to cover bear-

related staff positions and to continue enhanced outreach efforts.* 

 

… 

 

II. STATUS OF BLACK BEARS IN NEW JERSEY 

 

…  

 

(Agency Note: Figure 1 replaces Figure 1 from the notice of concurrent proposal, without 

symbolization indicating changes.) 
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Figure 1:  Lincoln-Petersen bear population estimates for 2003, 2005, and 2010 through 2020.  

There was no regulated hunting season in 2004, 2006-2009 or 2021, and in 2022, hunting only 

occurred for a portion of Segment B. Thus, there is no LP estimate for those years. 
 

… 

 

(Agency Note: Figure 2 replaces Figure 2 from the notice of concurrent proposal, without 

symbolization indicating changes.) 
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Figure 2: Lincoln-Petersen bear population estimates, and damage and nuisance complaints 

received by NJFW, 2016 through 2022.  Bear hunting seasons were open on State lands during 

the 2016, 2017, and 2022 seasons and were closed on these same lands during the 2018 through 

2020 seasons. In 2021, there was no regulated hunting season, and 2022, hunting only occurred 

for a portion of Segment B. Thus, there is no LP estimate for those years. 
 

… 

     

III. INTEGRATED BLACK BEAR MANAGEMENT STRATEGY 

 
 

… 

   

A.  Bear Population Management 

 

… 

 

(Agency Note: Figure 3 replaces Figure 3 from the notice of concurrent proposal, without 

0

500

1000

1500

2000

2500

3000

3500

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Bear Population (LP) Damage/Nuisance Complaints



NOTE: THIS IS A COURTESY COPY OF THIS RULE ADOPTION. THE OFFICIAL 

VERSION WILL BE PUBLISHED IN THE OCTOBER 2, 2023 NEW JERSEY REGISTER. 

SHOULD THERE BE ANY DISCREPANCIES BETWEEN THIS TEXT AND THE 

OFFICIAL VERSION OF THE ADOPTION, THE OFFICIAL VERSION WILL GOVERN. 
 

501 
 

symbolization indicating changes.) 

 

Figure 3:  Estimated black bear population size and number of nuisance and damage complaints 

within the hunt area from 2005 to 2022.  Black bear population estimates were calculated using a 

Lincoln-Petersen Index and represent the bear population on the day before the hunting season of 

the year estimated.  There was no regulated hunting season in 2004, 2006-2009 or 2021, and in 

2022, hunting only occurred for a portion of Segment B. Thus, there is no LP estimate for those 

years. 
 

… 

 

(Agency Note: Figure 4 replaces Figure 4 from the notice of concurrent proposal, without 

symbolization indicating changes.) 
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Figure 4. Black bear distribution in New Jersey as of  

December 31, 2022.  This map depicts all municipalities  

reporting bear activity between 1995 and 2022.  
 

… 

 

B. Bear Control:  Lethal and Non-Lethal 

 

… 

 

(Agency Note: Figure 6 replaces Figure 6 from the notice of concurrent proposal, without 

symbolization indicating changes.) 
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Figure 6. Statewide reports received by the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 

for black bears exhibiting Category I, Category II, and Category III behaviors (as defined by the 

NJDEP Fish and Wildlife’s Black Bear Rating and Response Criteria). 
 

… 

 

(Agency Note: Figure 7 replaces Figure 7 from the notice of concurrent proposal, without 

symbolization indicating changes.) 
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Figure 7.  Total number of depredation permits issued from 2016 through 2022 and the number of 

different farmers receiving depredation permits during this same time frame (farmers must obtain 

separate permits for disjunct farm parcels).  The total number of black bears killed under the authority of 

depredation permits is also depicted. 
 

… 

 

C.-G.  (No change from proposal.) 

 

IV.-V. (No change from proposal.) 
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